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Community 
in the 

21st Century



  

The Facebook Generation

One billion users.  Are we more connected now or less? 
What sort of community does this one billion people 

constitute?



  

Do we have time for community?

Over past two decades 
percentage of American 

executives and professionals 
who work over 50 hours a 

week grown by 30%

In Manhattan, 75% of college-
educated 24-32 year olds work 
over 40 hour week, whereas in 

1975 55% did
– On Paradise Drive by David Brooks (p.233)



  

The age of the Nones
The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life 
report just released found that one in 
fve adults have no religious affliation.

In the last f ve years alone, the 
unaffliated have increased from just 
over 15% to just under 20% of all U.S. 
adults. 
 

Many of the country’s 46 million 
unaffliated adults are religious or 
spiritual in some way. Two-thirds of 
them say they believe in God (68%). 



  

Refect

What place do you think 
community life has in our 

society?



  

The Church as 
a Community 
of Mutuality



  

Mutual Joy
Paul's life is bound up in the 

ekklesia's life in Christ 

 'For now we really live, since you 
are standing frm in the Lord'

1 Thessalonians 3:8

Mutual love between apostle 
and community

'I remember you', 'praying with 
joy...for all of you', 'you hold me in 
your heart', 'I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ 

Jesus' 
Philippians 1:3-8



  

Getting in 
each other's 

business

This mutuality means that 
members of the ekklesia are 

to be involved in one 
another's lives in a personal 

way
 

'And we urge you, beloved, to 
admonish the idlers, encourage 

the faint-hearted, help the 
weak, be patient with all of 
them. See that none of you 

repays evil for evil, but always 
seek to do good to one 

another and to all.'
1 Thessalonians 5:14-15



  

Mutual Identity
I have become as you are:  

'become as I am, for I also have 
become as you are.'

Galatians 4:12

You welcomed me as Christ Jesus:
'you did not scorn or despise me, but 
welcomed me as an angel of God, as 

Christ Jesus.'
 Galatians 4:14 

Profound commitment:
'had it been possible, you would have 
torn out your eyes and given them to 

me'
 Galatians 4:15



  

Refect

How much do you experience 
St. Andrew's as a community of 

mutuality?



  

Mutual 
Relationships 
with the World



  

The Common Meal

Sharing a meal was a strong indication of acceptance or 
non-acceptance. Jews were not forbidden from eating 

with non-Jews but the refusal to eat Gentile food was a 
sign of loyal devotion to God (Daniel 1:8-16; Tobit 1:10-
13). Yet for Paul, Gentile Christians cannot be set up as 

second-class Christians



  

The New 
Community 

in Christ

Paul's opponents: those who wish 
to exclude the Galatians because 
they do not observe Jewish law:

 'They make much of you, but for no 
good purpose; they want to exclude 
you, so that you may make much of 

them'
Galatians 4:17

What it means to be in Christ:
 'For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision 
counts for anything; the only thing 

that counts is faith working through 
love.' 

Galatians 4:17



  

Forgiveness and Community

The primacy of reconciliation: 

'My friends, if anyone is detected 
in a transgression, you who have 
received the Spirit should restore 

such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness. Take care that you 

yourselves are not tempted. Bear 
one another's burdens, and in this 

way you will fulfll the law of 
Christ'

Galatians 6:1-2



  

Refect

What sort of relationship to 
people around you does being 

a Christian inspire you to 
have?



  

Next Week

Community
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