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Welcome to St. Andrew’s
Welcome to our monthly “All-Ages Service” at St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea. At St. Andrew’s we
believe that children and youth are gifts from God, and that children and youth are gifted by God
to carry on Christ’s ministry in the world.
Children and youth are gifts from God who remind us that God’s power in this world is the power
of vulnerability. They are gifts from God who remind us that there is an untamed, chaotic,
unpredictable, sometimes energetic, sometimes still, and often quite messy side to our Creator.
Children and youth are gifts from God who will show us—if we have eyes to see—what it looks
like to love God with depth and spontaneity, with authenticity and wholeheartedness.
And, children and youth are gifted by God to be the Body of Christ in our world. Through the
Spirit of God who lives within them, children and youth are gifted by God to provide pastoral
care, to “break open” the Scriptures, to offer wise counsel, to demonstrate generosity, to serve
the vulnerable neighbor in our midst—in short, to be faithful disciples of the Risen Lord.
This monthly All-Ages service reflects our desire to become a church that increasingly welcomes
children and youth as full participants and co-ministers. Toward that end, this service is designed
especially with children in mind, and thus bears a sensitivity toward non-readers, embodied
engagement, sensory experiences, and simpler vocabulary. We hope that the childlike (not
childish) design of this service will speak to all who are present. Thank you for your openness
and flexibility as we enter into this experience together. God is already here, waiting to meet us
with love and joy.

Opening Words
*Leaders:
All:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

*Leaders:
All:

There is one Body and one Spirit.
There is one hope in God’s call to us.

*Leaders:
All:

One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism.
One God and Father of all.

Opening Song and Procession

We sing a song of praise to God as we make our way to the pews.

3

Collect

We stand as we pray together to help us center ourselves on God.
(Point to head with fingers.)

God be in my head, and in my thinking.

(Point to eyes with fingers.)

God be in my eyes, and in my looking.

(Gently grab hold of ears.)

God be in my ears, and in my listening.

(Point to mouth with fingers.)

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking.

(Place hands on heart.)

God be in my heart, and in my
understanding. Amen.
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We Hear the Word
Leader:

We light a candle to remind us of Christ’s light in the Bible.
We sing the following chorus twice, as one candle is lit.

First Reading

After the first reading, we say the following words:
Leader:
All:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We Hear the Word
Leader:

We light another candle to remind us of the Good News of God in
Jesus Christ.
We sing the following chorus twice, as the second candle is lit.

Gospel Story
Before the Gospel story:
Leader:
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
All:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
At the end of the Gospel story:
Leader:
The Gospel of the Lord.
All:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

As the sermon unfolds, notice what goes on in your spirit.

Silent Reflection After the Sermon

Be still.
Perhaps God is trying to say something to you, or to someone near you.
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Creed

We stand and sing together.
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Prayers of the People

An asterisk (*) below indicates that you will be invited to name (aloud or silently)
people, countries, etc., in that category.
Leader:

God of Light, open our eyes to see
you all around us.
Lead us from darkness to light,
from trouble to peace,
from death to life. (Bell sounds)

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:

God of Wonder, help us to care for all that
you love—
eagles, tigers, whales…
hummingbirds, lemurs and crabs…
mountains, jacaranda trees, coral reefs…
rainbows, ladybugs, bees with yellow stripes.
(Bell sounds)

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:

God of Faithfulness,
bless our parents and grandparents,
our brothers and sisters,
our neighbors and friends.
Bless your church all around the world.*
Bless our teachers and co-workers,
our bosses, our principals.
Bless our doctors, dentists,
nurses, veterinarians, and firefighters.
Bless all who do your work in the world.
(Bell sounds)

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader:

God of Mercy, heal those who are sick.*
Help us to care for those who are hungry,
those who are afraid or sad,
those who are caught up in conflict
of any kind,
those who feel left out,
and those who feel lonely. (Bell sounds)

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:

God of Love, thank you for creating those of us who are here this morning.*
Thank you for loving us and the entire universe so much.
We give thanks that you are Love. (Bell sounds)

All:

Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.
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Confession

We give our broken hearts to God.
“You, O God, are my rock, my fortress, my deliverer. You are my rock, and in you I take refuge” (Ps 18:2).

Words of Introduction
Leader:

Leader:

There is a bowl of stones at the end of your pew. These are our confession
stones. Select one stone, and pass the bowl to your neighbor. Take a
moment to hold onto your rock. Feel its heaviness. Think about the things
you have done this week that you wish you hadn’t. Think about the things
you didn’t do that you wish you had done. Think about how others have
hurt you, and how you have hurt others. Now press all of those feelings
and thoughts into your stone as we pray our Prayer of Confession. I will
say one line, and I invite you to repeat after me.
Prayer of Confession

God of Mercy,
We have hurt our neighbor,
your planet,
ourselves.
And people have hurt us.
Take our anger,
our hurt,
and our wrongs.
Wash us clean.
Give us a new heart.
Amen.

All:

God of Mercy,
We have hurt our neighbor,
your planet,
ourselves.
And people have hurt us.
Take our anger,
our hurt,
and our wrongs.
Wash us clean.
Give us a new heart.
Amen.

Two children now collect the stones that people have been holding,
and the children place those stones upon the altar.
10

Words of Forgiveness

Leader:

God forgives you. Forgive others. Forgive yourself.

The Peace
Leader:
All:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with those around us.

Community News
Celebrations and Blessing
We pray these words together.

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase. Bless and guide them
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand. Comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful. Raise them up if they fall. And in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Leader:

Let us joyfully present the gifts of our lives to God.

Offertory Song

Music is provided by the St. Andrew’s Music Team
When the offering is brought to the front, we stand and sing together:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Meal of Holy Eucharist

Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” In this meal we give thanks for all that God has done for us,
and we offer ourselves back to God.
We remain standing as the table is set. All children are invited to form a circle around the altar.
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

God is with us right now.
Thank you, God!
Love God with all your heart.
We love you, God!
Give thanks to the Lord our God.
Thank you, God!
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Leader:

We do love you, God, and we give you thanks.
We join with the angels and archangels and all of heaven
as we sing of your glory:

We sing the Sanctus together. Sanctus means “holy.”
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Leader:

Loving God, you created this world and filled it with life. You made fruit trees
and clouds, minnows and roosters, stars and tulips. And you made people of
every size and color and shape. Your dream was for everyone and everything to
be holy and good and free.

All:

When your people were slaves in the land of Egypt, they cried out to you.
You heard their cry. You saved them by leading them through the water
into freedom. The people sang a song of thanksgiving to you: “You are
our God. And we are your people!”

Leader:

But in time, your people said “NO!” to you and your dream. Your people lied
and cheated and hurt each other. Your people trampled on the poor and spoiled
the earth. You sent prophets to speak your word to the people. “Come back to
God!” the prophets cried out. And the prophets also spoke to you, saying, “Don’t
forget that these are your people, God.”

All:

Sometimes people lived in God’s way of love, and many times they did not.
But through all of it, you never stopped loving us, God. You never stopped
wanting us to be holy and good and free.

Leader:

When the time was right, you sent your son Jesus to be with us, to live and die
as one of us. He showed us how to be holy and good and free. He stretched out
his arms upon the cross, and offered himself as a gift to the whole world.
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Leader:

On the night of his death, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. Jesus took the
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to his friends, saying, “Take, eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.”
He also took the cup of wine, gave thanks to you, and said to his friends, “Drink
this, all of you. This is my blood, given for you. Do this to remember me.”

Leader:
All:

And so we say together:
Christ has died.
Christ has risen.
Christ will come again.

All:

We celebrate your love for us, O God, as we eat this meal. We remember
that Jesus was your gift to us, and now we offer you this gift of bread and
wine.
Our ministers place their hands over the bread and wine.

Leader:

Holy Spirit, come and make this bread and this wine to be the body of Jesus and
the cup of salvation for us. Open our hearts to receive this special meal, so that
we might be holy and good and free, now and forever. This we ask through the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

15

The Lord’s Prayer
Leader:

Let us now sing with boldness the words that Jesus taught us to pray.
Please repeat each line after our song leader.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken, and the bread and wine are held up as gifts for the world.
Leader:
All:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Leader:

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,
you are welcome to receive holy communion in this church.

An usher will indicate when it is your turn to go forward. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion in this
place. If you do not wish to receive the bread and/or wine, you may cross your hands over your chest when you
go to the front. The ministers will offer you words of blessing.
Communion Music
Music is provided by the St. Andrew’s Music Team
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Prayer after Communion

Please kneel or stand as we pray together, repeating the following words after the leader.
Leader:

Loving God,
All:
thank you for sharing yourself with us.
Help us to share the love of Christ
everywhere we go.
Amen.

Loving God,
thank you for sharing yourself with us.
Help us to share the love of Christ
everywhere we go.
Amen.

The Blessing

We stand together and listen to these words of blessing.
Today and every day,
you are God’s beloved.
Today and every day,
you are filled with the light and life of Jesus.
Today and every day,
the Spirit of God gives you everything you need.
This is our story.
Amen.
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Closing Song
This Little Light of Mine
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The Dismissal
Leader:

God sends us out to share the light of Christ with others.
Go now and let your light shine!

All:

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!
Thanks be to God.

You are invited to enjoy coffee, juice and snacks after the service.
Please introduce yourself to someone you do not know.
__________________________
NOTES
1. Photos have been collected from Google Images and the photography gallery of National Geographic.
2. The idea of the confession stones comes from the Rev. Caroline Fairless. Wording for the Prayer of Confession is
adapted from a prayer written by Marni McGee.
3. The language of “holy and good and free” in our Eucharistic prayer is borrowed from a children’s book entitled Jesus,
the Word by the Rev. Mark Bozzutti-Jones. Some of the other phrasings in our Eucharistic prayer are influenced by
Gretchen Wolff Pritchard, a biblical storyteller and curriculum writer.
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