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A Service of Holy Eucharist for All Ages
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Welcome to St. Andrew’s
Welcome to our monthly “All-Ages Service” at St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea. At St. Andrew’s we
believe that children and youth are gifts from God, and that children and youth are gifted by God
to carry on Christ’s ministry in the world.
Children and youth are gifts from God who remind us that God’s power in this world is the power
of vulnerability. They are gifts from God who remind us that there is an untamed, chaotic,
unpredictable, sometimes energetic, sometimes still, and often quite messy side to our Creator.
Children and youth are gifts from God who will show us—if we have eyes to see—what it looks
like to love God with depth and spontaneity, with authenticity and wholeheartedness.
And, children and youth are gifted by God to be the Body of Christ in our world. Through the
Spirit of God who lives within them, children and youth are gifted by God to provide pastoral
care, to “break open” the Scriptures, to offer wise counsel, to demonstrate generosity, to serve
the vulnerable neighbor in our midst—in short, to be faithful disciples of the Risen Lord.
This monthly All-Ages service reflects our desire to become a church that increasingly welcomes
children and youth as full participants and co-ministers. Toward that end, this service is designed
especially with children in mind, and thus bears a sensitivity toward non-readers, embodied
engagement and sensory experiences. We hope that the childlike (not childish) design of this
service will speak to all who are present. Thank you for your openness and flexibility as we enter
into this experience together.
God is already here, waiting to meet us with healing and joy...

...and waiting to lead us into new experiences of love.

Opening Words
As the people gather, adults are given a palm branch and children are given an instrument.
From Matthew 21, Zechariah 9, Luke 19, and Psalm 118
Leader:

Tell the daughter of Zion, “Look, your king is coming to you!”

People:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter
Jerusalem!

Leader:

Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

People:

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord!

All raise their palm branches and instruments as the priest
blesses the palms.
Leader:

Bind the festal procession with branches,
up to the horns of the altar.

People:

You are my God, and I will give thanks to
you; you are my God, I will extol you.

Leader:

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

People:

Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!

Leader:

I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.

People:

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna!

Leader:

I invite you now to join us in procession, making a joyful noise unto the Lord
with your instruments and voices!

Procession of the Palms
Please join us in encircling our neighborhood with the joy of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem!
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Processional Song
We are Marching in the light of God

As you return to the church, please return any instruments to their baskets,
but keep your palm branch with you.

Collect
O God who saves us,
help us to listen joyfully,
as we hear again the story
of how you rescued us from death
and opened the way to eternal life.
Amen.
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O God who saves us,
help us to listen joyfully,
as we hear again the story
of how you rescued us from death
and opened the way to eternal life.
Amen.

Leader:

We Hear the Word

We light a candle to remind us that the light of Christ
shines into our hearts through the words of Scripture.

Song of Praise
Hosanna

First Reading

After the first reading, we say the following words:
Leader:
All:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We Hear the Word
Leader:

We light a second candle to remind us that the light of Christ shines into all the world as
the Gospel is proclaimed.

Sequence Song
Hosanna
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Gospel Story
Narrator:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
Glory to You, Lord Christ

Narrator:
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two of his disciples and said to them:
Jesus: "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, `Why are you doing
this?' just say this, `The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.'"

Narrator: They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them,
Bystander: "What are you doing, untying the colt?"
Narrator: They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.
The people stand. Please pass your palm branch to the center aisle.
Children will collect the palms and place them in the aisle.
Narrator: Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they
had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
ALL: "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!"
Narrator: Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
Narrator:
All:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

As the sermon unfolds, notice what goes on in your spirit.

Silent Reflection After the Sermon

Be still. Perhaps God is trying to say something to you, or to someone near you.
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Prayers of the People
Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord. Let us come before the Lord God with
our prayers and thanksgivings!
Loving God, we thank you for springtime:
for blooming flowers,
playing baseball, planting our garden,
the return of the parrots, and baby gorillas.
We pray for rain where it is dry,
warmth where it is cold,
and new life to spread throughout the earth.
(Bell sounds)
All: Hosanna! Sing your love into the world
through us.
Leader: We pray for all those who serve others:
For judges and lawmakers, advocates and
peacemakers, and those who find homes for children,
pets, and people. For all who keep us safe: nurses,
police, firefighters, pilots, and babysitters. For those
who feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and visit those
in prison. Give them strength, courage, and
compassion.
Give us gratitude for their service.
(Bell sounds)
All: Hosanna! Sing your love into the world
through us.
Leader: We pray for St. Andrew’s by the Sea:
For our preschool families, office workers,
fitness teachers, Godly Play helpers,
singers and musicians,
for the people who clean up
and the people who bring food.
For our Tuesday dinner guests.
We especially pray for our rector Simon, our bishop James,
and all who minister in your church, all over the world.
(Bell sounds)
All: Hosanna! Sing your love into the world through us.
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Leader: We pray for the people we love:
For aunties & uncles, cousins, brothers and sisters,
moms and dads and their kids.
For teachers and coaches, friends at school and far away.
And especially our grandparents: Nana, Papa, Grammy, Pop Pop,
Oma, Granny, Pappy, Grandma, Grandpa – and who else?
(children may name their grandparents or other special people aloud)
Watch over them whether near or far, and bring us together
soon.
(Bell sounds)
All: Hosanna! Sing your love into the world through us.

Leader: We pray for the people it is hard for us
to love: people who are different, who yell,
who tease me or hurt me.
Hungry people, hurting people, tricky people,
smelly people, sick people.
Sometimes even my family.
Sometimes even myself.
Help us always to remember your great love for
us and for everyone on earth.
(Bell sounds)
All: Hosanna! Sing your love into the world
through us.

Leader: We remember those who have died.
We remember especially Jesus, who by his death destroyed
death.
Thank you that he was willing to walk the road to the cross.
Give us courage to follow him.
(Bell sounds)
All: Hosanna! Sing your love into the world through us.
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Song of Confession
Change my Heart O God

Leader:
All:

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Community News
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Celebrations and Blessing
We pray these words together.

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase. Bless and guide them
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand. Comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful. Raise them up if they fall. And in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Leader:

Let us joyfully present the gifts of our lives to God.

Offertory Song
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
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The Doxology

When the offering is brought to the front, we stand and sing together:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Meal of Holy Eucharist

Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” In this meal we give thanks for all that God has done for us,
and we offer ourselves back to God.
We remain standing as the table is set. All children are invited to form a circle around the altar.
Leader:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:
All:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Leader:
All:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Leader:

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
source of life abundant.

All:

From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep
and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters;
and every living thing.

Leader:

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you. We disobeyed, we didn’t listen,
we thought we knew best and we wandered far away.

All:

And yet as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us.

Leader:

Time and again you called us
to live in the fullness of your love.

All:

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
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Sanctus
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Leader:

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son,
Jesus the holy child of God.

All:

Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.

Leader:

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending,
Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood
of the new Covenant,
which is poured out
for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this
for the remembrance of me.”
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All:

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come,
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Leader:

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.

ALL:

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us,
with Andrew all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.

Leader:

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever.

ALL:

AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Leader:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold
to sing:

“Creation’s Dance” by Glenda Moore

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
The bread is broken, and the bread and wine are held up as gifts for the world.
Leader:
All:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Leader:

The gifts of God for the people of God.

An usher will indicate when it is your turn to go forward. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion in this
place. If you do not wish to receive the bread and/or wine, you may cross your hands over your chest when you
go to the front. The priest will offer you words of blessing.

Communion Music

Music is provided by the St. Andrew’s Music Team
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Prayer after Communion

Please kneel or stand as we pray together, repeating the following words after the leader.
As we follow in the footsteps of Jesus,
walk alongside us
Give us peace.
Give us courage.
Give us life.
Amen.

As we follow in the footsteps of Jesus,
walk alongside us.
Give us peace.
Give us courage.
Give us life.

The Blessing
We stand together for the blessing.
Leader:

People of God,
Your king has come to you,
Triumphant and humble.

All:

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Leader:

You are God’s children.
Go now with God’s blessing.
Carry his song in your heart,
and let your Hosannas ring.

All:

God’s love into the world, we sing.
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Closing Song
We’re Marching to Zion
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The Dismissal
Leader:

All:

Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you
stand without blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to
the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever.
Jude 1:24-25
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna!

You are invited to enjoy coffee, juice and snacks after the service.
Please introduce yourself to someone you do not know.
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