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Session One: Holy Scripture  
Session Two: Church History, Tradition and Theology 

_________________________ 
 

Session One: Holy Scripture  
 

Perspectives on the Authority of Scriptures  
• Book of Common Prayer: We call them the word of God because God inspired their human authors and 

because God still speaks to us through the Bible 
• Literal word: The Bible’s authority is that it is ‘dictated’ word for word by God, therefore, infallible  
• Figurative word: Authoritative because God still speaks through it 
• Literary word: Not authoritative, just useful resource for spiritual journey 
• Historical word: Texts written in particular times and places should be read with that context in mind 
• A book that argues with itself: Two creation stories, four gospels, two accounts of how Israel got a king 

and how that first king died, two versions of history (Chronicler and Deuternonmist) 
• A book that we have argued with: Scripture used to justify competing positions e.g. slavery, apartheid    

 

        BOTTOM LINE: How we see the Bible’s authority will determine how we debate its contents 
 

Marriage and Holiness in Scripture 
A Scriptural  Argument for  the Holiness  o f  Tradit ional Marriage 

• Some argue that because a monogamous marriage is described in Eden, then that is the prescription for all 
sexual relationships, part of God’s natural created order 

• Eden is a model of holiness in nature and human behavior, it is free from sin (before the Fall) 
• In Genesis 2, the female is made for the male; Adam, the sexually undifferentiated human, is split into two 

sexually differentiated beings 
• Marriage is reunion of two complementary sexual others, a re-construction of the sexual unity of Adam 
• Anything that violates or compromises heterosexual fidelity in marriage – sexual relations before marriage, 

extramarital relations, polygamy, bestiality, same-sex relations – is against this created order 
• The holiness of marriage entails the wholeness of man and woman coming together in one flesh 

 

BOTTOM LINE: Holiness in relationships is embodied union, one flesh, man and woman 
 
 

A Scriptural  Argument for  Holiness  in Same-Sex Relat ionships 
• Scripture celebrates some relationships that do no fit traditional marriage: Adam and Eve were not married 

in the sense of making a covenant; David was holy before God while he was with Jonathon (some argue for 
homosexual relations between David and Jonathon) 

• Because homosexual relations were not mentioned in creation, this does not mean that they are not holy.  
• The question is: what is the text for? Genesis answers the question, ‘where do we come from?’, rather than 

‘what is the model for holy relations?’ 
• Adam and Eve is a story not about procreation but about companionship: ‘it is not good for the man to be 

alone’ – true of heterosexuals and homosexuals 
• Companionship as the model for relationships is consummated not by procreation but by commitment, that 

is what makes it holy and so covenantal relationships can exist between two adults, whatever their gender 
• Paul’s condemnation of ‘works of the flesh’ are of immorality, debauchery, licentiousness are very different 

to committed same-sex relationships 
 

BOTTOM LINE: Holiness in relationships is about covenantal commitment, not gender 
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Scriptural Texts That May Concern Same-Sex Relations 
 

* Genesis 19:1-16, Jude 7: Sodmon and Gomorrah 
A Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  

• A horrific story of homosexual gang rape: ‘the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to 
the last man, surrounded the house; and they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, 
so that we may know them.” 

• In referring to the Genesis story, Jude makes it clear that it is the ‘unnatural lusts’ which are immoral: 
‘Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which, in the same manner as they, indulged in sexual immorality 
and pursued unnatural lust…’ 

 

Not a Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  
• The Sodom and Gomorrah story is about inhospitality and violence; Jesus links inhospitality to punishment 

of Sodom (Luke 10:10-12: ‘But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you… it will be more tolerable for 
Sodom than for that town’) 

• "Ya,da" is a Hebrew verb which is commonly translated as "know." Its meaning is ambiguous. It appears 
943 times elsewhere in the Hebrew Scriptures. Usually it means "to know a fact." It is not clear that sexual 
relations is what is implied here. They may wish to interrogate the two visitors in Lot’s house. 

 
* Leviticus 18:22-23, 26-30, 20:13 The Holiness  Code 
A Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  

• ‘You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination’  
• As part of the holiness law, Leviticus 18 deals with sexual behaviors outside of marriage: incest, bestiality, 

homosexuality, adultery.  
 

Not a Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  
• The purpose of these passages is to set apart God’s people; the word ‘sin’ is not used 
• Homogenital acts identified a person as a Gentile, thus were acts of religious idolatry. This is not an ethical 

argument but one of religious identity condemning shrine prostitutes and the sex rituals which accompanied 
their worship of false gods.  

 
* Deuteronomy 23:17, 1 Kings 14:24, 15:12, 22:46: Condemnation o f  Temple Prost i tutes  
Noting that the Deuteronomy passage mentions both daughters and sons as Temple prostitutes (while the other 
texts only refer to male prostitutes) the pertinent issue here is prostitution not homosexual relations 
 
* Romans 1:18-32: The Exchange o f  Natural  Intercourse  for  Unnatural  Intercourse  
‘God gave them up to degrading passions. Their women exchanged natural intercourse for unnatural, and in the same way also the men, 
giving up natural intercourse with women, were consumed with passion for one another. Men committed shameless acts with men and 
received in their own persons the due penalty for their error’ 
 
A Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  

• The context for Paul’s theology here is the exchange of God’s natural order for humankind’s distorted 
desires – ‘they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened’ – thus natural intercourse gets 
exchanged for unnatural 

 
Not a Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  

• Paul does not use natural here to refer to an act but the quality of the act. Roman aristocracy was often 
bisexual and highly promiscuous. Paul’s concern is a lack of honoring relationships rather than 
homosexuality; hedonistic lust rather than the particular gender partners in sexual union. 
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11: Wrongdoers  wi l l  not  inher i t  the Kingdom of  God 
A Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  

• ‘Do not be deceived! Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, the greedy, drunkards, revilers, 
robbers—none of these will inherit the kingdom of God.’ 

• Greek: arsenokoitai, translated here as Sodomites, is translated in other Bibles as referring to homosexual acts 
(e.g. NIV ‘men who have sex with men’), as incompatible with God’s kingdom 

 

Not a Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  
• The act being condemned here is not homosexual sexual relations in general but prostitution in particular. 

Arsenokoitai needs to be read in conjunction with malakoi a word translated at ‘soft ones’ referring to the 
passive role played by prostitutes in economically exploitative acts. If Paul wanted to condemn homosexual 
sexual relations he would have used ‘paiderasste’, standard Greek term at the time for sex between males. 

• In the first century, Jewish religious leaders understood arsenoskoiten as used in Leviticus 20:13, as 
condemning shrine prostitutes and the sex rituals which accompanied their worship of false gods.  

 
1 Timothy 1:8-11: The Law is  Good i f  one uses  i t  Legi t imate ly   
A Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  

• ‘the law is laid down not for the innocent but for the lawless and disobedient, for the godless and sinful, for the unholy and 
profane, for those who kill their father or mother, for murderers, fornicators, sodomites, slave traders, liars, perjurers, and 
whatever else is contrary to the sound teaching that conforms to the glorious gospel’  

• Again, the word for sodomites is arsenokoitai, translated as ‘men having sex with men’, and is unholy  
 

Not a Condemnation of Same-Sex Relations:  
• Here, again, it is sexual economic exploitation that Paul is concerned with. The Greek for ‘slave traders’ is 

andrapodistai and is taken as referring to those who are sold into sex slavery 

 
Scriptures that may portray Positive Role for Gays and Lesbians 
1 and 2 Samuel: David and Jonathon 

• 1 Samuel 20:30:  Saul to Jonathon ‘Do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame, and to the 
shame of your mother’s nakedness’. ‘Shame’ and ‘nakedness’, code for sexual relations between David and 
Jonathon.  

• 1 Samuel 18:1-4: ‘When David had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, and 
Jonathan loved him as his own soul...Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own 
soul. Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that he was wearing, and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his sword and 
his bow and his belt.’ The relationship fits the then-common model of military lovers (Sumeria, Spara, mid-
East), so common that it would not have to be noted explicitly  

• 1 Samuel 20:17: ‘Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him; for he loved him as he loved his own life.’ 
• 1 Samuel 20:41: ‘As soon as the boy had gone, David rose from beside the stone heap and prostrated himself with his face to 

the ground. He bowed three times, and they kissed each other, and wept with each other’ 
• 2 Samuel 1:26: At Jonathon’s death: ‘ I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to me; your 

love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women.’ 
• All this said…it has been argued that the love between Jonathon and David does not necessarily imply 

sexual relations 
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Matthew 19:12: The ro le  o f  Eunuchs 
• ‘For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are 

eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who can’ 
• Jesus includes people who differ from the sexual norm in the kingdom of heaven. A radical departure from 

Deuteronomy 23:1 (‘No one whose testicles are crushed or whose penis is cut off shall be admitted to the assembly of 
the Lord.’).  

•  The most common types of eunuchs were those who had been castrated and made into servants or sex 
slaves in Roman households 

• All this said…it can be argued that Jesus was not trying here to widen sexual norms, but to practice an 
ethic of acceptance of those who had been oppressed 

 
 
Ruth 1:6-17: Ruth and Naomi 

• ‘Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge’ 
• The relationship between Naomi and Ruth (Naomi’s daughter-in-law) after the death of Naomi’s husband 

and her two sons has been taken to be a lesbian relationship, yet the primary theological point seems to be 
covenantal faithfulness between Naomi and Ruth rather than sexual relations 

 
 
Love, Inclusion and the Way of Jesus 

• As Christians, we are called to love one another, regardless of sexual orientation 
• Jesus’ Way is characterized by inclusion of those who had been previously excluded by Hebrew Bible laws 

(e.g. Acts 10:15 ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane’ (God to Peter about unclean foods and so 
people – Gentiles) 

• The most striking inclusion for people of all sexual orientation is Galatians 3:28: ‘There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.’ The reality 
of gender is declared irrelevant in the community of the kingdom. As the early church saw fit to include 
Gentiles, the Church now might include the covenantal love expressed in committed same-sex relationships 

• Others argue that despite the inclusiveness of the Way of Jesus, homosexual relationships still violate God’s 
created order of sexual relations laid out in Genesis 2, and so while the Church should welcome and include 
homosexual persons, their only option for holy living is celibacy.  

 
Questions 

1. Having heard these different views on Scripture and sexual relations, which of them has resonated most for 
you? 
 

2. Are there things that we have covered today that you would like clarifying? 
 

 
3. What do you want to share with those gathered here for the good of all? 

 
 

4. What should be pray for this week? 
 

 
 
 


