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THE BIBLE
Session Two



A BOOK 
HEARD

For the vast majority of 
Christian history, the 

Bible was heard, not read.  

Even today, it is often 
heard in worship more 
than it is read at home.   



THE LISTENING LIFE

The Christian life is a listening life. We expect to be 
spoken to by God. Christians don't just speak to God, 

but listen in order to be able to speak.



BIBLE
#1 We Listen in Order to Speak



LEARNING 
THE WORD
The early church 

often did not have 
complete Bibles, 

because of the cost of 
copying manuscripts. 
Instead they learned 
it, reciting it to one 
another by heart.



BIBLE
#2 For most of our history and in much of the world 

today, Christians learn scripture by heart. 



HEARING A 
COMPLICATED 

VOICE

‘The Bible is the 
territory in which 

Christians expect to 
hear God speaking’. 

The Bible is not, 
though, a clear 

sequence of 
instructions, but highly 

diverse forms of 
literature: history, 
poetry, prophecy, 

story, song, sayings, 
vision, law.  



BIBLE
#3 The Bible is a collection of highly diverse literature



BENEATH THE 
SURFACE

The Bible is what 
God wants us to 

hear. We need to go 
under the surface 

meaning to 
understand why God 
wants us to hear it.



THE WORD IN 
THE WORD
Like parables - stories 

that Jesus uses to teach - 
the Word of God is to 

be discovered within the 
word. 

We are also to be 
discovered in the word.



THE BOOK 
THAT READS 

YOU
The invitation is to find 

ourselves in the text of the 
Bible. To find our story 

told in God’s story.  

The Bible is a story whose 
narrative arc leans towards 

us. 



The Bible is like one, long parable 
that God is telling us. Our challenge 

is to go deeper in hearing it.



BIBLE
#4 We find God and we find ourselves under the 

surface of the text. 



DISCERNING 
THE WORD

In the Hebrew Bible we 
hear God presented as 
commanding genocide 

and ethnic cleansing. We 
have to discern: what of 
this text actually speaks 

of God’s nature and 
what of human nature?



NAMING TEXTS 
OF TERROR

Texts of terror warn 
us of how people can 

respond and have 
responded to God’s 
call on their lives. 

They can serve us as 
cautionary tales. 



BIBLE
#5 We need to be discerners not just hearers of the 

word. 



HISTORY AND 
TRUTH

Does a story have to be 
true in order to be 

powerful?  

The Bible is not 
intended to be a 

chronicle of past events 
but a living 

communication from 
God. 



PROXIMITY  
IN TIME

The Hebrew Bible was 
mostly written at a 

distance in time from the 
events it describes, as 
much as 1000 years. 

The New Testament was 
largely written in living 

memory of Jesus walking 
the earth.



BIBLE
#6 The Bible must be read with history in mind.



CHRIST  
THE CENTER

For Christians, Christ is 
the lens through which 

we are to view the Bible. 

In Jesus we see what 
unequivocal obedience 

to God looks like, where 
God’s word and human 
response are perfectly 

aligned.



Christ is the luminous center 
through which we can read the rest 

of the Bible.



NEVER ENDING 
CIRCLE OF 
READING

With Christ at the 
center, we are called to 

keep on reading the 
biblical texts, over and 

over, as we settle 
deeper into truth. 

In doing so, alone and 
together, new meaning 
comes alive to us from 

generation to 
generation. 



GETTING INSIDE 
THE STORY 

The continuous circle 
allows the Holy Spirit to 

bring us inside the story of 
God in the world, so that 

it is recognized as your 
story and our story.  

We listen to one another’s 
interpretations of the 
Bible to get inside one 

another’s lives on the Way 
of Jesus Christ.



Read together, the 
Bible is both the source 

and the sign of the 
Christian life



NEXT TIME
Eucharist


