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BAPTISM
Session One



BEING DIPPED 
WITH JESUS

Jesus describes his own 
suffering and death as 

baptism, as if he will be 
immersed in something. 

Paul describes being 
baptized into the death 

of Christ. 



BAPTISM
#1 We Partake in a Mystery



WATER AND 
NEW CREATION

Jesus comes up out of 
the water and the Holy 

Spirit descends. 

Like the movement of 
the Spirit in creation, 
over the waters of the 
deep, in baptism God is 
making something new, 
and in it we hear from 

God: ‘you are my 
daughter’, ‘you are my 

son’. 



THE OLD SELF 
DIES

In Eastern church icons 
Jesus is up to his neck in 
water, under the waves 

are the river gods of 
chaos being overcome. 

Baptism is death to old 
self of chaos; it is rebirth.



BAPTISM
#2 The Beginning of the Christian Life in Baptism is a new 

beginning of God’s creative work in you.



To be baptized is to recover the 
humanity God first intended for us.



BAPTISM
#3 To Find our Identity in God’s Love for Us



BAPTISMAL LIFE: 
IN THE DEPTHS

Jesus restores us from 
within the chaos of the 
world, he meets us in 

the depths of ourselves 
and of life as we know it. 

So, the baptismal life is 
to be lived out in the 

depths also, in the 
trenches of suffering and 

confusion; where new 
life is needed most.



BAPTISM
#4 To be Baptized is to Claim a new level of 

Solidarity with the needs of the world. 



To be baptized: cleansed and 
propelled into the mess of humanity.



GIFTS OF  
THE SPIRIT

In baptism we receive 
the Holy Spirit, a gift 
that draws us to the 

Father and equips us to 
live out the Christian life 

in the heart of the 
world.



LIFE IN  
THE SPIRIT

Baptism beckons us to 
live more deeply into the 

love and delight of the 
Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, and to pray from 
the depths of God’s own 
life as the Spirit surges 

up within us. 



BAPTISM
#5 To be Baptized is to be a person of the Spirit. 



RUMOR OF 
GOD ALIVE

Baptized people live at 
depth, keeping the 

‘dangerous memory’, 
the ‘rumor of God’ alive 

in the world, for the 
world’s sake.



LIFE AS  
THE CHURCH

Baptism also unites us 
with the community of 
the Church universal, 

across the whole world.  

In baptism we become 
one body in Christ, 
many members, one 

whole.



BAPTISM
#6 Baptism makes us One Church  

for the Sake of the World



Embodying Jesus’ threefold identity: 
Prophet, Priest, King. 



PROPHET
Prophets called the 
people back to their 
essential truth and 

identity.  

The baptized are called 
to be those who 
challenge their 

community to be what it 
is meant to be.



PRIEST
Priests are called to build bridges between God and 

humanity, to mend shattered relationships. The 
baptized are to fulfill this priestly role, offering the 
sacrifice of their lives for the sake of reconciliation.



KING
The king was called to 

speak for others to God 
and to execute justice. 

The baptized are called 
to speak for others and 
strive for justice in the 

world.



NEXT TIME
The Bible


