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“Epiphany,” by Jan Richardson

Epiphany: a season of joy, journeys, kings, dreams, and light

A Service of Holy Eucharist
for All Ages
in the Season after Epiphany

Welcome to St. Andrew’s
Welcome to our monthly “All-Ages Service” at St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea. At St. Andrew’s we
believe that children and youth are gifts from God, and that children and youth are gifted by God
to carry on Christ’s ministry in the world.
Children and youth are gifts from God who remind us that God’s power in this world is the power
of vulnerability. They are gifts from God who remind us that there is an untamed, chaotic,
unpredictable, sometimes energetic, sometimes still, and often quite messy side to our Creator.
Children and youth are gifts from God who will show us—if we have eyes to see—what it looks
like to love God with depth and spontaneity, with authenticity and wholeheartedness.

And, children and youth are gifted by God to be the Body of Christ in our world. Through the
Spirit of God who lives within them, children and youth are gifted by God to provide pastoral
care, to “break open” the Scriptures, to offer wise counsel, to demonstrate generosity, to serve
the vulnerable neighbor in our midst—in short, to be faithful disciples of the Risen Lord.
This monthly All-Ages service reflects our desire to become a church that increasingly welcomes
children and youth as full participants and co-ministers. Toward that end, this service is designed
especially with children in mind, and thus bears a sensitivity toward non-readers, embodied
engagement and sensory experiences. We hope that the childlike (not childish) design of this
service will speak to all who are present. Thank you for your openness and flexibility as we enter
into this experience together.
God is already here, waiting to meet us with healing and joy...

...and waiting to lead us into new experiences of love.

Opening Words
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people of the world can find refuge
in the shadow of your wings.
For with you is the fountain of life,
and in your light we see light.
May God, the Source of all light and joy,
be with each of you.
And also with you.

Opening Song

3

Collect

We stand and pray together to help us center ourselves on God.
If you are able, form a “light” (candle) with an index finger to participate
in the movements of this prayer.
(Hold up your “light” shoulder-high)

Jesus, light up my life
with your joy and grace.

(Raise your arm, holding your “light”
over your head.)

Light up this church
with compassion and hope.

(With your arm still overhead, wave
your “light” back and forth)

Light up our world
with your Spirit’s power.

(Place your “light” in front of your heart)

Light our way home
to your heart of love. Amen.
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We Hear the Word
Leader:

We light a candle to remind us that the light of Christ
shines into our hearts through the words of Scripture.
We sing both the Latin and English verses of this song as the candle is lit.

First Reading
After the first reading, we say the following words:
Leader:
All:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We Hear the Word
Leader:

We light a second candle to remind us that the light of Christ
shines into all the world as the Gospel is proclaimed.
We sing both the Latin and English verses of this song as the candle is lit.

Gospel Story
Leader:
All:

Before the Gospel story:
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Leader:
All:

At the end of the Gospel story:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon
As the sermon unfolds, notice what goes on in your spirit.
Silent Reflection After the Sermon

Be still. Perhaps God is trying to say something to you, or to someone near you.
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Creed

We stand and sing together.
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Prayers of the People
Leader:

God of Light, you place your star in
our hearts. Help us this day and
always to see the light of your
star and to follow it, no matter
where it leads. (Bell sounds)

All:

Light of the world, fill us with
your love.

Leader:

God of Journeys, thank you for being
with us every step of life’s way. We pray
for those whose journey is sad, lonely,
or painful right now. We pray for those
whose hearts, minds, or bodies are
broken. (Bell sounds)

All:

Light of the world, fill us with
your love.

Leader:

God of All the World, you sent Jesus
to be the king of our hearts. Help
us to welcome him. And show us
how to make our lives a beautiful gift
for him. (Bell sounds)

All:

Light of the world, fill us with
your love.
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Leader:

God of Joy, thank you for the gift
of life. Thank you for the
moments when our hearts swell
with gladness. Thank you for
the color orange, and for the
way sand feels beneath our toes.
Thank you for peppermint and
cinnamon. Thank you for
library cards and patent leather
shoes. Thank you for glitter and
Legos. Thank you for iguanas and
cockatoos. Thank you, God.
Thank you, thank you, thank you.
(Bell sounds)

All:

Light of the world, fill us with
your love. Amen.
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Leader:

God of Dreams, as we gaze upon
the world, we pray that your
dream for creation would
become our dream. Use us to
make your dream come true. We
pray especially for your dream to
come true today among those
who are hungry, those who are in
prison, and those species who
are endangered. (Bell sounds)

All:

Light of the world, fill us with
your love.

Confession

We give our broken hearts to God.

Words of Introduction
Leader:

In some of the pews, you’ll find bowls with footprint cards. Please take a card for
yourself, and then make sure your neighbor has one. Why footprints? As we come to
this time of confession, we own up to the truth that sometimes we trample on others,
especially those who are weaker than us in some way, perhaps physically weaker, but also
perhaps emotionally or spiritually or economically weaker. We also make it known in
this moment that we have been hurt, that life has stomped upon our spirits, our
dreams, our emotions, our bodies.
As you hold onto your footprint card, consider where you are on the journey right
now. Be honest with yourself and with God about those you have trampled upon.
And be honest about how life has stomped upon you. Offer all of these experiences
to God as we pray our Prayer of Confession. I will say one line, and I invite you to
repeat after me.
Prayer of Confession

Leader:

The journey can be so hard, God.
All:
We lose sight of your love,
and we trample on one another.
Forgive us for the harm we have done.
And heal us in those places
where we have been hurt.
Place our feet once again
in the path of your light.
This we pray in the name of Jesus,
who journeys with us,
and leads us home to you.
Amen.

The journey can be so hard, God.
We lose sight of your love,
and we trample on one another.
Forgive us for the harm we have done.
And heal us in those places
where we have been hurt.
Place our feet once again
in the path of your light.
This we pray in the name of Jesus,
who journeys with us,
and leads us home to you.
Amen.

Children will now collect the footprint cards and place them on the altar.
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Words of Forgiveness

Leader:

God forgives you. Forgive others. Forgive yourself.

The Peace
Leader:
All:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with those around us.

Community News
Celebrations and Blessing
We pray these words together.

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase. Bless and guide them
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand. Comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful. Raise them up if they fall. And in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader:

Let us joyfully present the gifts of our lives to God.

Offertory Song
Music is provided by the St. Andrew’s Music Team
When the offering is brought to the front, we stand and sing together:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Meal of Holy Eucharist

Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” In this meal we give thanks for all that God has done for us,
and we offer ourselves back to God.
We remain standing as the table is set. All children are invited to form a circle around the altar.
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Leader:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
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Leader:

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
We sing the Sanctus together. Sanctus means “holy.”

“Blessings,” by Bernard Stanley Hoyes
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Leader:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;

All:

And when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you,
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.

Leader:

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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Leader:

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

All:

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.

Leader:

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom.

All:

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Leader:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold
to sing:

“Creation’s Dance” by Glenda Moore

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken, and the bread and wine are held up as gifts for the world.
Leader:
All:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Leader:

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,
you are welcome to receive holy communion in this church.

by children’s book illustrator E. B. Lewis

An usher will indicate when it is your turn to go forward. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion in this
place. If you do not wish to receive the bread and/or wine, you may cross your hands over your chest when you
go to the front. The ministers will offer you words of blessing.
Communion Music
Music is provided by the St. Andrew’s Music Team
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Prayer after Communion

Please kneel or stand as we pray together, repeating the following words after the leader.
All:

God of glory,
you nourish us with bread from heaven.
Fill us with the joy of your Holy Spirit,
that through us
your light may shine in all the world.
This we ask in the name of Jesus,
your eternally living dream.
Amen.

The Blessing

We stand together and listen to these words of blessing.
Leader:

May the bright star of Christ
illumine your heart and mind
so that you may be a light to the world.
And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
be with you and remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Song
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The Dismissal
Leader:

Rejoice! And may the light of Christ shine brightly within you today
and always as you remember this: that neither death nor life, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate you
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God!

“No. 5/No. 22,” by Marc Rothko

You are invited to enjoy coffee, juice and snacks after the service.
Please introduce yourself to someone you do not know.
__________________________
NOTE
All art images, unless otherwise noted, have been collected from Google Images and the photography gallery of
National Geographic.
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