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Saturday March 31st 
Part Four: The Future of  The American Family

I. Introduction to the third part of  the movie
1. The Future of  the American Family
1. Is this a familiar scene? A living room in middle America, Dad is on couch with laptop, mom 

is on i-Pad, younger son is dealing with some virtual angry birds on his mom's i-Phone, older,  
teen daughter is in her bedroom texting friends 

2. Is this a scene of  the future (or the present) that we want to live into?
1. Perspective One: 

1. Dad is on the couch with his laptop because he is looking up last minute flights for a 
quick weekend getaway for the  family;  he is  able to do that  because  his  workplace 
operates flexible working hours that allow him to work from home or for periods of 
time not work at all during the day

2. Mom is on her i-Pad to set up an online conversation on i-Chat with her parents who 
live a long plane ride away. Through this technology relationships that are spread across  
thousands of  miles have strengthened over past few years for this family

3. Younger brother is playing 'Angry Birds' on his mom's phone with friends from across  
the globe. Through this online game and its chat room feature he has connected and 
come to know kids his age from China to Uganda. 

4. Older  sister  is  texting  friends  who  are  part  of  a  cohort  at  school  working  on  a 
collaborative school project. Using text technology and Google Docs they have been 
able to work on the same virtual document at the same time, saving time, energy and  
paper, as well as extending the classroom into the comfort of  home

2. Perspective Two:
1. Dad is a workaholic
2. Mom is mindlessly surfing the net
3. Younger brother has mom's cell phone 'just to keep him quiet for 20 minutes' 
4. Older sister is texting friends in her bedroom because she 'hates' her family and can't  

bear being part of  such an 'uncool' living situation

3. Wither the American family?
1. The last part of  the movie brings the journey along the way to its culmination in Santiago 

de Compostela
2. On  one  hand,  the  destination  has  been  reached.  On  the  other,  the  possibilities  of 

journeying beyond lie open
3. As we watch this final part of  the movie, what resonances do you find as you contemplate 

the future of  the family?  

II. The Way: Part Two (1.30-end)



III. Discussion
1. The Future of  the Famliy and The Way 

Whole Group Discussion
1. Our children are the very best and the very worst of  us
2. The Way as a pun: the movie's name, the metaphor of  journey, and the Way of  Jesus 
3. What do we do with the 'temple of  tears' – the church - into the future 
4. What are your reasons for making the camino?

2. Biblical Reflections on the Future of  the Family 
Small Group Discussion

1. The Way ahead
1. Mark 1:2b-3 '“I will send my messenger ahead of  you, who will prepare your way”— 

“a voice of  one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 
paths for him.’'

2. Legacy
1. John 13:35 'Everyone will know that you are my disciples because of  your love for each 

other'

3.   After the Temple of  Tears
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 'Therefore encourage one another and build each other up'

4.   Your Camino
1. Romans 6:4 'We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of  the Father, we too 
may live a new life.'

3. Sharing any pearls of  wisdom

Question for Reflection: What role do you think the Church should have in family life 
into the future?

Question for Reflection: What do you want your part in your family's life to be like 
this Easter, the season of  new birth?

Question for Reflection: What kind of  family life do you wish to leave as a legacy 
for the families of  the future?

Question for Reflection: Where do you think family life is heading into the future?


