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The Way and Family Life in America Today
Lent Soup Suppers 2012

Saturday March 24th 
Part Three: Family Values: Where Do We Get Them?

I. Introduction to the third part of  the movie
1. Family Values in Modern America

1. There are numerous sources of  values for the lives we share with our families in modern America. 
Here are three categories: 

1. Our family system: 'the way we do things in this family'; familial cultural values as a function 
of  ethnicity, place, and religious practice; the unique system of  our own family with its  
particular story of  love and loss, right relationship and fracture  

2. Our family's engagement with contemporary culture: 
1. The potential influence of  culture is vast: online and television media, the advertising  

industry and wider consumer culture, education and workplace experiences, socio-economic 
expectations, the local and global political climate and narrative

2. Yet, the actual influence that culture has on our families' lives depends to an extent on how 
we engage that culture

3. Value systems
1. These are sources of  values, standards for life and beliefs or positions about important 

issues of  life
2. They are deeper-set in society than passing cultural trends, and are recognized as such 
3. They might include:

1. Religious Values: sometimes encountered within the context of  organized religious 
communities, sometimes independent of  them   

2. Ancestral Values: these are deeper held values than the current generation’s family 
system, ancestors can in some cultures take on a pseudo or actual divine status including 
in some cases ancestor worship. They are not easily contradicted. 

3. Political Values: This is more than a question of  who family members might vote for 
at any given election, these are deeply held political convictions about what the world is  
like and what people should think about certain core issues such as freedom, the 
sanctity of  life, the role of  violence and conflict, the individual vs the common good 

2. The Way: Part Three
1. This part of  the film focuses on a core question: What constitutes true pilgrimage?
2. We may see the life we share with our families as a pilgrimage, as a way that we all tread that leads 

somewhere, that has some purpose, and within which we adhere to or struggle over a set of  values
3. The values of  the four friends who are making the Camino together come to the surface this week 

as they answer what it is that constitutes true pilgrimage:
1. The value of  staying together over splitting apart
2. The value of  sharing our life's story rather than keeping the outside world out of  our inner life 
3. The value of  the wider community and its claims on our lives
4. The value of  religion
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II. The Way: Part Three (1hr 01mins- 1hr 30mins religion has nothing to do with this)

III. Discussion
1. Family Values and The Way 

Whole Group Discussion
1. Staying Together: Staying together when we are hurtful to one another 

1. Better together: Each broken souls, finding life beyond their own capacity's from each other 
2. Sharing our story: Tom finally begins to open up to Irish writer 
3. It takes a Village: The thief  son becomes the father who hosts: the value of  community
4. The value of  Religion?: Religion has nothing to do with this

2. Biblical Reflections on Family Values
Small Group Discussion

1. Staying Together: The Value of  Unity
1. Psalm 133:1 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 

2. Sharing our Story: The Value of  Open and Sharing Relationship
1. 1 Thessalonians 2:8 ...we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only 

the gospel of  God but our lives as well.

3. It Takes a Village: The Value of  Community
1. Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of  some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

4. The Place of  Religion: The Value of  the Church 
1. Proverbs 12:7 

The wicked die and disappear, but the family of  the godly stands firm

3. Sharing any pearls of  wisdom
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Question for Reflection: Is your family a family that shares what's inside? Would you 
like it to be more sharing in that regard or less?

Question for Reflection: What kind of  role does the wider community have in shaping 
your family's life?

Question for Reflection: How significant is the Church in your family's life?

Question for Reflection: How do you see your family with regards to unity?


