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Jesus in 3-D

Week Three: Jesus from a Christian Perspective

I. Common misconceptions about Christianity
1. Christianity is based on blind faith
2. We get to heaven based on how good we are on earth
3. Christianity is all about denying 
4. Christianity necessarily conflicts with science.
5. All Christians believe that the earth is less than 10,000 years old.

Others?

II. Christianity 101
1. God takes on human form in the incarnation of  Jesus Christ 
2. Jesus is fully divine fully human
3. Jesus was born of  a virgin, was a miracle worker religious teacher, and had a following of  disciples
4. He was crucified, died, and then rose from the dead and appeared in bodily form to his disciples 
5. He ascended to heaven, promising that the Holy Spirit will be with us as an advocate 
6.  Thus, Christianity is a trinitarian faith, believing in three persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, yet one  

God
7. Historically, the Christian life focuses on the life of  the Church, through worship, personal spiritual  

formation, and the pursuit of  justice in the world
8. The authority of  the Bible is varied across different Christian traditions, as is the authority of  the 

teachings of  the Church since the canon of  the Bible was closed
9. The theological core of  Christianity is that people are met by the grace of  God that opens up the way 

for the transformation of  persons and society 

What else is important to you about the Christian faith and life?
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3. Varieties of  Christianity
           1. Catholicism: Centered on the authority and identity of  Rome and the Pope, Catholicism is the biggest 

tradition in Christianity with more than a billion Catholics in the world, spread across all five continents. 

          2. Eastern Orthodox: Around 200 million people follow the Orthodox tradition. The nominal head of  the 
Eastern Orthodox Churches is the Patriarch of  Constantinople. However, he is only first among equals and 
has no real authority over Churches other than his own. Although initially the Eastern and Western 
Christians shared the same faith, the two traditions began to divide after the seventh Ecumenical Council in 
787 CE and is commonly believed to have finally split over the conflict with Rome in the so called Great 
Schism in 1054.

3. Protestantism: Protestantism is a movement that began in Germany in the early 16th century as a 
reaction against medieval Roman Catholic doctrines and practices, resulting in the emergence of  multiple  
new traditions, including the Anglican churches (the third largest denominational tradition of  global  
Christianity), Presbyterians, Methodists, Lutherans, and other reformed traditions). 

4. Non-denominational churches and Pentecostalism: Beyond these three main groupings of  traditions 
in Christianity, the past century has seen an explosive growth in non-denominational churches, which are  
variously biblically-based or grounded in a belief  in the activity of  the Holy Spirit. The latter are often  
termed as Pentecostal churches (some of  which are denominational, such as the Assemblies of  God). 
Pentecostalism claims more than 250 million adherents worldwide and is recognized as the fastest growing 
form of  Christianity in the world today.

III. Samples of  Christian views of  Jesus from around the world

1. The Black Jesus
The Jesus who re-writes the traditional view of  Jesus, re-claiming Jesus for blackness and for black people

2. Jesus the yogi
The appropriation of  Jesus by other faith traditions, such as Hinduism, rendering a hybrid Jesus
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3. The Buddy Jesus
The Jesus of  personal devotion, corporate sales, and consumer religion

4. The 'Other' Jesus
The Jesus of  less recognized populations of  Christianity – Arab Christians, Copts, Indigenous African 

churches, etc.

5. The Historical Jesus
The Jesus of  social scientific discovery, the Enlightenment Jesus, the Jesus Seminar
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6. The Revolutionary Jesus
The Jesus of  liberation theology and God's preferential option for the poor

7. Your Jesus: This Advent how do you see Him?

Who is Jesus Christ for you today?
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