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Saturday March 17th 
Part Two: Childhood and the possibilities of  Holy Play 

I. Introduction to the second part of  the movie

1. The Childhood of  our Golden Memory: 1950's in America
1. Bill Bryon in the Midwest
2. Open play, ever-expanding prosperity
3. Natural impediments to too-rapid child development to adulthood due to limited media and 

exposure to world

2. The Childhood of  our Current Age: 2.0 Child Development 
1. The child as consumer: Rowan Williams Lost Icons – little adults; loss of  fantasy as childhood 

realm; child-focused marketing
2. The child as technician: The i-Generation and can we trust our gadgets with our children?
3. The child as over-performer: The saturated multi-tasking child: sports, school, home 
4. The child as adapter: The extraordinary ability of  children as adapters to a rapidly changing 

context  

3. The Way: Part Two 
1. The mood lightens this week with the emergence of  the relationships between Tom and his  

Camino  companions.  Here  we  see  the  possibility  of  play  as  a  gift  from  childhood  that  
continues to present itself  throughout our adult life's joiurney

II. The Way: Part Two (23mins- 1.03mins what don’t I know)

III. Discussion
1. Childhood and The Way 

Whole Group Discussion

1. Holy Play: The Centrality of  Play in the Life of  a child and of  being human 

1. Playful relating: The emerging relationship between Tom and his dutch companion, Jost,  
living out the relationship he lost with his son, even before his son's passing

2. Fantastical play: I wanted to be a bull fighter;  my father wanted me to be a lawyer – 
dancing hostel owner

St. Andrew's Mission
To serve, to celebrate, and to share the love of  God



     ST. ANDREW'S BY-THE-SEA      
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3. Adventurous Spirit: That we agree to return here in July and race the bulls – the power to  
re-imagine the confines (Jost and Tom)

4. Stopping to marvel at the world: 'Doesn't this guy never stop to smell the flowers' 

2. Biblical Reflections on Childhood
Small Group Discussion

1. Children as a gift from God

1. Psalm 127:3-5 Yes, sons are a gift from the Lord, the fruit of  the womb is a reward. Sons 
born during one’s youth are like arrows in a warrior’s hand. How blessed is the man who 
fills his quiver with them!

2. Children have a legitimate place in Church 
1. Matthew 21:15-16 But when the chief  priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things 

that he did, and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of  David!”  
they were indignant, and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And 
Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, “‘Out of  the mouth of  infants and 
nursing babies you have prepared praise’?”

3. Children teach us how to have faith
1. Matthew 18:2-4 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of  them and said, 

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of  heaven. Whoever humbles himself  like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of  heaven. 

4. The Kingdom of  God belongs to them 
1. Mark 10:13 “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of  God. 

3. Sharing any pearls of  wisdom
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Question for Reflection: How have you seen the place of  children in church change? 
How would you like to see it change further?

Question for Reflection: How do children teach you about God?

Question for Reflection: How do children teach us how to be people of  the Kingdom, 
that is how do they teach us about being loving and just?

Question for Reflection: What do children gift your life? 


