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Jesus in 3-D

Week Two: Jesus from an Islamic Perspective

I. Common misconceptions about Islam
1. Muslims are violent, terrorists and/or extremists

The Quran says: "Fight in the cause of  God against those who fight you, but do not transgress limits. God 
does not love transgressors." (Quran 2:190). "If  they seek peace, then seek you peace.  And trust in God for  
He is the One that heareth  and knoweth all things." (Quran 8:61)

2. Islam oppresses women
Islam sees a woman, whether   single or married, as an individual in her own right, with the right to own and 
dispose of  her property  and earnings. A marriage gift is given by the groom to the bride for her own  
personal use, and  she keeps her own family name rather than taking her husband's. Both men and women 
are expected to dress in a way that is modest and dignified. Mohammad says: "The most perfect in faith 
amongst  believers is he who is best in manner and kindest to his wife."

3. Muslims worship a different God
Allah is simply the Arabic word for God. Allah is the same God worshiped by Muslims,
Christians and Jews.

4. Islam was spread by the sword and intolerant of  other faiths
The Quran says: "God forbids you not, with regards to those who fight you not for [your]  faith nor drive 
you out of  your homes, from dealing kindly and justly with them; for God loveth those  who are just. 60:8)  
Freedom of  religion is laid down in the Quran itself: "There is no compulsion (or coercion)  in the religion 
(Islam). The right direction is distinctly clear from error".(2:256)

5. All Muslims are Arabs
Only about 18% live in the Arab world and the largest Muslim community is in Indonesia

1
St. Andrew's Mission

To serve, to celebrate, and to share the love of  God



     ST. ANDREW'S BY-THE-SEA      
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

II. Islam 101
1. Five Pillars of  Islam
The Five Pillars consist of:

1. Shahadah: sincerely reciting the Muslim profession of  faith 
2. Salat: performing ritual prayers in the proper way five times each day 
3. Zakat: paying an alms (or charity) tax to benefit the poor and the needy 
4. Sawm: fasting during the month of  Ramadan 
5. Hajj: pilgrimage to Mecca 

2. Six Main Beliefs
Muslims have six main beliefs.

1. Belief  in Allah as the one and only God 
2. Belief  in angels 
3. Belief  in the holy books
4. Belief  in the Prophets... e.g. Adam,  Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), Dawud (David), Isa (Jesus). 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the final prophet.
5. Belief  in the Day of  Judgement... The day when the life of  every human being will be assessed to 

decide whether they go to heaven or hell. 
6. Belief  in Predestination... That Allah has the knowlege of  all that will happen. Muslims believe that 

this doesn't stop human beings making free choices. 

3. Varieties of  Islam
           1. Sunni: The largest grouping in Islam is Sunni Isalm, which makes up 80-90% of  all Muslims.  According 

to Sunni Islam, the example of  Muhammad's life is called the Sunnah (literally "trodden path"). This  
example is preserved in traditions known as hadith ("reports"), which recount his words, his actions, and his  
personal characteristics. 

          2. Shia: The Shi'a constitute 10–20% of  Islam and are its second-largest branch. They believe in the political  
and religious leadership of  Imams from the progeny of  Ali ibn Abi Talib, who Shia's believe was the true 
successor after Muhammad. To most Shias, an Imam rules by right of  divine appointment and holds 
"absolute spiritual authority" among Muslims, having final say in matters of  doctrine and revelation. 

3. Sufism: Sufism is a mystical-ascetic approach to Islam that seeks to find divine love and knowledge 
through direct personal experience of  God. By focusing on the more spiritual aspects of  religion, Sufis  
strive to obtain direct experience of  God by making use of  "intuitive and emotional faculties" that one must 
be trained to use.

4. Islamic Scriptures, Teachings, and Interpretations
1. The Qur’an: Muslims are 'people of  the book' and the Qu'ran is seen as the unadulterated Word of  God; 

the primary source of  theological teaching and authority and intended to correct any errors in previous holy  
books.

2. The Sunnah and the Hadith: In addition to the Qur'an, the other sacred sources are the Sunnah, the 
practice and examples of  the Prophet Muhammad's life, and the Hadith, reports of  what the prophet 
Muhammad said or approved.
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III. Islamic views of  Jesus

Jesus and the Qu'ran
1. Not a minor figure: The Qur’an’s mention of  Jesus Christ ninety-three times, known as 'Isa

2. Messiah:  Messiah is regarded as a laqab, or nickname, for Jesus. Jesus is messiah eleven times in the Qur’an 
in verses which simultaneously identify him as only a messenger of  God

3. Miraculous Birth: The Qur’an records the virgin birth of  Jesus - miraculously born without a father (3:45-
47; 19:22-23)

4. Miracles: Miracles abound from Jesus in the Qur’an, and serve as proof  of  Jesus’ prophetic mission.  Some 
of  these miracles reflect what appears in the Gospel narratives, others, from the Gospel of  Thomas, 
apocryphal literature, and other non-canonical sources.  The former, raising people from the dead, and 
healing the sick do not indicate anything of  Jesus’ divinity in the Qur’an, nor the latter, making clay into  
birds and a table drop from the sky.  Jesus’ power and authority to be a miracle worker does not reside 
within himself, but in God’s allowing him to do so (3:47). 

5. A Prophet: 19:26-33 Mary, his mother, states that God has designated him a prophet, made him blessed, 
and commanded him to pray and give alms to the poor. Jesus is elsewhere designated a righteous prophet 
(6:85) and is sent as a messenger to Israel (3:49-51). Jesus, close to God, is “only a messenger” (4:171; 5:75) 
of  God, and will never be rid of  his duties as “slave” to God (4:172).

6. Not divine, not God's Son:  He is, according to the Qur’an, not God (5:17-72); nor the Son of  God (9:30). 
God does not make for Himself  a son (17:111), and does not take to Himself  a son (19:35).  Those who 
suggest that Jesus is the Son of  God are called ‘liars’ (9:30).  

7. Other Designations: He the Word of  God (4:171); Messiah (11 times); Servant (3 times); Prophet (once); 
Messenger (10 times); Spirit (7 times); a sign (4 times); an example or parable (mathal) (3 times); a witness 
(twice); Blessed (twice)

8. Jesus and  Muhammad: Muhammad is considered the Last Prophet and within the history of 
interpretation he has been considered the Seal of  the Prophets, who within Medieval times was considered  
to have a status of  infallibility proclaiming definitive truth

9. Jesus' Death: Most Muslims believe that Jesus did not die a natural death: 4:157-158: ‘So God said: ‘For their  
breaking their covenant, and disbelieving the signs of  God, and killing the prophets without right…and for their saying: ‘We  
killed the Messiah, Jesus the Son of  Mary, the messenger of  God’ – though they did not kill him, and did not crucify him but  
only a likeness of  it was shown to them…they certainly did not kill him. No, to be sure, God raised him to himself ’. 

10. Substitution: The overwhelming majority of  Quranic exegetes provide a substitution theory for Jesus’ 
crucifixion when commenting on 4:157-158, the idea being that God fooled the Jews by making seventeen 
of  Jesus’ disciples look like Jesus, and so the Jews killed the wrong man. This theory has a lot of  debate  
surrounding it. 
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Major Theological Issues with relation to Jesus
1. God is one: The refutation of  Jesus’ divinity is developed throughout the history of  Islam. Central to this  

refutation is the strong doctrine of  the impassability of  God in Islam. A truly transcendent God can never,  
in Islam, become incarnated into a human body. Islam is fundamentally concerned to maintain the 
ontological gap between creature and Creator.

2. God does not share in our sufferings: In Islam God cannot share our sufferings because he has never 
been Incarnated. Iqbal states, ‘God does not know what the death of  a man is. Though we be as naked 
birds, in the knowledge of  death we are better than God’

3. No Sacrifice for Sin: The denial of  Jesus’ death serves to completely remove God from any responsibility 
for the injustice and wrongdoing of  Jesus’ crucifixion and that the sacrifice of  Jesus acts as an atonement 
for sinful humanity. Yusuf  Ali: ‘We are fully responsible for our acts: we cannot transfer the consequences to 
someone else. Nor can anyone vicariously atone for our sins’.

4. Islamic Conceptions of  Salvation: Islamic salvation is founded on the capacity of  human beings to 
acknowledge the reality of  ‘Tawhid’ – the belief  that God is One, unique, transcendent; the fundamental  
theological premise of  Islam: surrender. All are born tabla rasa in Islam – sinless and with an innate 
religiosity. God makes His will known through His messengers. If  one follows this innate religiosity and 
accepts the message and works righteousness then he/she is saved: ‘Those who believe and those who follow the  
Jewish and the Christian and the Sabians – any who believes in Allah and the last Day and works righteousness, shall have  
their reward with their Lord’ (Qur’an 2:62).

5. The Trinity: The doctrine of  the Trinity as received in Islam is essentially alien to Islamic  perceptions of 
God as Absolute in itself  and not differently manifested. In 5:72 Jesus is warned that heaven was barred to 
those who ascribed ‘partners to God’. When God questions him, Jesus denies that he told humans to take 
he and his mother as gods apart from God (5:1 16).

6. Sufi Islam and the Incarnation: The Sufis speak of  God’s many modes (Guna) of  revelation and consider 
him free to manifest himself  in 100,000 different ways

7. Theologies of  Sonship: The Qur’anic conception of  sonship has been influenced by two different words. 
‘Ibn’ signifies a filial relationship through a relation of  love, whilst ‘Walad’ signifiers physical generation.  
‘Ibn’ might be a conception where common ground is found between the Christian and Islamic 
christologies. This word would describe our sonship in relation to God as much as it might describe Jesus. 
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