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Saturday March 3rd  
Part One: The Challenge of  Parenthood 

I. Introduction to the first part of  the movie

1. The early 20th Century American Parent
1. Authority figure
2. Part of  a stable hierarchical structure of  authority both in the household and in society

2. The early 21st Century American Parent
1. Loss of  authority
2. Fluid and changing roles in the household
3. Higher expectations than ever: homemaker, breadwinner, successful career, social capital  

3. The Way: Part One 
1. Sets the scene for relationship between father and son. Following the death of  his wife, Tom 

has  grown  distant  from  his  only  son  who  has  decided  to  go  away  to  Europe  for  an 
undetermined period of  time. Shortly into the film, Tom receives some tragic news that returns 
him to ponder the relationship with his son. 

II. The Way: Part One (end: 23mins cross)

III. Discussion  
1. Parenthood and The Way 

Whole Group Discussion 

The challenge of  parenting: How do you know that you are getting it right?
1. Expectations: Do we expect too much or too little of  children?

2. Boundaries:  What is safe? When are we controlling too much? Is the world a safe place 
for children to be?

3. Time: Do we have the time that we want to have with our children? How do we achieve 
balance? 
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2. Biblical Reflections on Parenthood
Small Group Discussions 

1. We are Children of  God 
1. Romans 8:14-15 For all who are led by the Spirit of  God are the sons of  God. For you did 

not  receive  the  spirit  of  slavery  leading  again  to  fear, but  you  received  the  Spirit  of 
adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself  bears witness to our spirit 
that we are God’s children. 

2. God the Father the Disciplinarian
1. Hebrews 12:5-6 And have you forgotten the exhortation addressed to you as sons? “My 

son, do not scorn the Lord’s discipline or give up when he corrects you. “For the Lord 
disciplines the one he loves and chastises every son he accepts.” 

3. Parents as those who lay the foundation for life for their children 
1. Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way that he should go, and when he is old he will not 

turn from it. 

4. Parents as those who teach their children about God
1. Deuteronomy 6:6-9 These words I am commanding you today must be kept in mind, and 

you must teach them to your children and speak of  them as you sit in your house, as you 
walk along the road, as you lie down, and as you get up. You should tie them as a reminder 
on your forearm and fasten them as symbols on your forehead. Inscribe them on the door 
frames of  your houses and gates.

3. Sharing any pearls of  wisdom
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Question for Reflection: How does the idea that we are children of  God influence how 
you see your relationship with your own children?

Question for Reflection: What role do boundaries play in your relationship with your 
children? 

Question for Reflection: What sort of  foundation for life do you or did you want for 
your children?

Questions for Reflection: What do you or have you taught your children about God? 
What more would you like them to know that you don't feel able to teach them? 


