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Jesus in 3-D

Week One: Jesus from a Jewish Perspective

I. Common perceptions of  Judaism
1. All Jews are the same
2. Jews believe that there is no messiah
3. Keeping kosher is just not eating pork
4. Messianic Jews are the same as Jews
5. Judaism is mainly about following the 10 commandments (there are actually 613 commandments!)
6. Jews killed Jesus

II. Judaism 101
1. Relationship with God
Jews believe that there is a single God who not only created the universe, but with whom every Jew can have an 
individual and personal relationship. They believe that God continues to work in the world, affecting everything that  
people do. The Jewish relationship with God is a covenant relationship. 

2. Major Covenants of  the Hebrew Bible
1. Covenant with Noah that he would not destroy the earth again (Genesis 9:11)
2. Covenant of  progeny (12:2) and land (12:7) with Abraham (Abram) (Genesis 12:2, 7)
4. God’s covenant of  Torah with Moses (Exodus 20). See Deuteronomy: 11:18-21 – this is the way of  life, a 
complete way of  life
5. God’s covenant with David that his descendants would sit on the throne of  Israel forever (2 Samuel 7:13-16)

3. Varieties of  Judaism 
1. Rabbinic Judaism has been the mainstream form of  Judaism since the 6th century CE, and is 

characterized by the belief  that the Written Torah cannot be correctly interpreted without reference to the  
Oral Torah.

2. Orthodox Judaism holds that both the Written and Oral Torah were divinely revealed to Moses, and that 
the laws within it are binding and unchanging. Orthodoxy is often divided into Modern Orthodoxy and  
Haredi Judaism. Haredi Judaism is less accommodating to modernity and has less interest in non-Jewish 
disciplines, and it may be distinguished from Modern Orthodox Judaism in practice by its styles of  dress and 
more stringent practices.
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3. Conservative Judaism is characterized by a commitment to traditional Jewish laws and customs, including 
observance of  Shabbat and kashrut (dietary laws), it teaches that Jewish law is not static, but has always 
developed in response to changing conditions. It holds that the Torah is a divine document written by 
prophets inspired by God and reflecting his will, but rejects the Orthodox position that it was dictated by 
God to Moses.

4. Reform Judaism defines Judaism as a religion rather than as a race or culture, rejects most of  the ritual and 
ceremonial laws of  the Torah while observing moral laws, and emphasizes the ethical call of  the Prophets. 

4. Jewish Scriptures, Teachings, and Interpretations
1. The Tanakh: the name given to the canon of  the Hebrew Bible, what Christians call the Old Testament. 

The Tanakh has three traditional subdivisions: The Torah ("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of 
Moses), Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings")

2. The Talmud: is a central text of  mainstream Judaism. It takes the form of  a record of  rabbinic discussions 
pertaining to Jewish law, ethics, philosophy, customs and history. The Talmud has two components: the  
Mishnah (c. 200 CE), the first written compendium of  Judaism's Oral Law; and the Gemara (c. 500 CE), a 
discussion of  the Mishnah and related Tannaitic writings.

3. Midrash: is a way of  interpreting biblical stories that goes beyond simple distillation of  religious, legal or  
moral teachings. It fills in many gaps left in the biblical narrative regarding events and personalities that are  
only hinted at.

III. Jewish views of  Jesus
Stated simply, the Jewish view of  Jesus of  Nazareth is that he was an ordinary Jewish man and preacher living 
during the Roman occupation of  the Holy Land in the first century C.E. The Romans executed him - and also 
executed many other nationalistic and religious Jews - for speaking out against Roman authority and abuses.

Major Theological Issues with relation to Jesus
1. Jews do not believe that Jesus was divine, the Son of  God, or the Messiah prophesied in Jewish 

scriptures. He is seen as a "false messiah," meaning someone who claimed (or whose followers claimed for 
him) the mantle of  the Messiah but who ultimately did not meet the requirements laid out in Jewish beliefs. 

According to Jewish scripture and belief, the true Messiah (pronounced "moshiach" in Hebrew) must meet 
the following requirements:
1. Be an observant Jewish man descended from the house of  King David 
2. Be an ordinary human being (as opposed to the Son of  God) 
3. Bring peace to the world 
4. Gather all Jews back into Israel 
5. Rebuild the ancient Temple in Jerusalem 
6. Unite humanity in the worship of  the Jewish God and Torah observance 

2. Why Jesus could not be seen as divine in Judaism: God's indivisibility 
In Judaism, the idea of  God as trinity is heretical. According to Judaic beliefs, the Torah rules out a 
trinitarian God in Deuteronomy (6:4): "Hear Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one." Fundamentally, 
Judaism believes that God, as the creator of  time, space, energy and matter, is beyond them, and cannot be 
born or die, or literally have a son. Judaism teaches that it is heretical for any man to claim to be God, part  
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of  God, or the literal son of  God. The Jerusalem Talmud (Ta'anit 2:1) states explicitly: "if  a man claims to  
be God, he is a liar."

3. Why Jesus' death disqualifies him from being the Messiah
In the Jewish account, the Messiah's task is to bring in the Messianic age, a one-time event, and a presumed 
messiah who dies before completing the task (i.e., compelling all of  Israel to walk in the way of  Torah,  
repairing the breaches in observance, fighting the wars of  God, building the Temple in its place, gathering in  
the dispersed exiles of  Israel) is not the Messiah.

4. Hebrew Bible teachings about the Messiah: Jews believe that the Messiah will fulfill the messianic 
prophecies of  the Prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel. According to Isaiah, the Messiah will be a paternal  
descendant of  King David, he is expected to return the Jews to their homeland and rebuild the Temple,  
reign as King, and usher in an era of  peace understanding where "the knowledge of  God" fills the earth. 
For Jews, Jesus never reigned as King, and there was no subsequent era of  peace or great knowledge. Jesus 
died without completing or even accomplishing part of  any of  the messianic tasks, instead promising a  
second coming. Rather than being redeemed, the Jews were subsequently exiled from Israel.

Sources 
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism  
• http://judaism.about.com  
• http://www.jewfaq.org  
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism  
• http://www.uscj.org/koach/kococt06sikorski.htm  
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