
Wedding as Worship 

Congratulations - you’re getting married!  With your 
engagement you have reached an important milestone 
in your life.  Your friends at Bethel United Methodist 
Church are happy you have chosen to have a Christian 
Wedding at Bethel, and look forward to helping you 
plan a sacred and memorable day. 
 

The Wedding Service is an act of worship in the life of 
Bethel Church.  By choosing to be married in the  
sacred space of Bethel’s sanctuary, you are inviting 
God’s presence into your wedding, and purposefully 
asking for God’s blessing on your marriage. 
 
 
 

 

 

The following information can be used as a guideline 
to help you plan your ceremony.  For a complete  

listing of Bethel’s Wedding Policy, please contact the 
Church Office at 302-645-9426. 

 

 
 

Setting the Date 

In most cases you have already set your wedding date 
before receiving this document.  Once you have con-
tacted the church office to ascertain that Bethel Church 
and its Pastor are available, you are clear to move 
forward with all your other wedding plans.  However, 
your wedding date is not confirmed until you complete 
the online registration form (see above) and returned it  
to the church office.  
 

GUEST CLERGY 

Bethel welcomes the participation of Pastors who are 
friends or family of those being married, should you 
wish to include them in your wedding.  Please discuss 
this possibility with Bethel’s Pastor as soon as possible 
and provide contact information for your guest Pastor. 

Pastoral Consultation 

The Pastor will schedule two meetings prior to the date 
of the rehearsal.  This will be used to help you get to 
know one another better and discuss how to customize 
the wedding ceremony for the two of you.   
 

Liturgy 

The ‘Liturgy’ or order of service for your wedding must 
be dignified, in good taste, and clearly Christian.  In 
your meetings with the Pastor, various ways of person-
alizing your service to make it uniquely yours will be 
discussed, along with their placement in the service. 
 

Friends and family of the Bride and Groom are wel-
come to read Scripture at your wedding, and should be 
invited to be present at the rehearsal. 
 

Should you wish to include the sacrament of Holy  
Communion in your order of service, please discuss 
this with the Pastor.  In sensitivity to those present, you 
may wish to reserve Holy Communion for just the Bride 
and Groom. 
 

Wedding Music 

Bethel’s Director of Music Ministries, Joyce Mentzer, is 
responsible for overseeing the selection of music for 
your ceremony.  All music played or sung before, dur-
ing, and after the ceremony must express a Christian 
message.  You are strongly encouraged to review the 
Music portion of Bethel’s Wedding Policy online and 
contact the Director of Music Ministries for a consulta-
tion as soon as you begin to plan your ceremony (see 
Contact Information at right). 
 

Wedding Coordinator 

Bethel will provide you with a Wedding Coordinator to 
assist you with all of the logistical elements involved in 
the Rehearsal and wedding ceremony.  Following your 

meeting with the Pastor, you will be contacted by the 
Coordinator in order to consult on the specific require-
ments for your ceremony.  If you have engaged a  
Wedding Coordinator/Consultant for other aspects of 
the wedding-planning process, he/she may assist 
Bethel’s Wedding Coordinator at the church. 
 

Rehearsal 

Most weddings benefit from a rehearsal to help you 
and your Wedding Party feel comfortable and confident 
in what they will do during the ceremony.  Rehearsals 
are typically set for the evening prior to the wedding, 
between 5:00 and 7:00 pm, and last for approximately 
one hour.  When setting the time and planning the 
events of the evening, please allow for the possibility of 
“beach traffic.” 
 

Possible Restrictions 

In The United Methodist Church, as in most churches, 
all weddings are at the approval of the Pastor.  Here at  
Bethel we believe the grace of God expressed in  
Christian Marriage is available to all people.  Therefore, 
previous divorces, differences in faith or race, or other 
supposed problems are not automatically reasons for 
our church to refuse a wedding.  “Walk-in” weddings 
with little or no notice will not be performed until  
adequate preparation for marriage can be made. 
 

Reception 

Bethel’s Fellowship Hall is available for receptions.  In 
keeping with The Social Principles of The United  
Methodist Church, no alcoholic beverages (including 
champagne,) illegal drugs, or smoking is permitted.   
 

Additional fees may be required for the use of the Hall, 
Kitchen and to employ the church-designated State 
Certified Kitchen Attendant (contact Church Office).   

Street Address:   129 West Fourth Street 
               Lewes, DE   19958 
 

Church Office:  (302) 645-9426  
  office@bethellewes.org 
 

Pastor Penuel:    pastorjim@bethellewes.org 
Dir. of Music:    jkmentzer@bethellewes.org 

The following information is an overview of things to 
keep in mind as you plan for your ceremony.  Please 
refer to the online Wedding Policy for more detailed 
information. 
 

 Consumption of alcohol or illegal drugs on church 
property at any time is prohibited.  If either the 
Bride or Groom appears to be high or intoxicated, 
by law, they cannot be married and the wedding 
will be cancelled. 

 

 The use of flash photography is only permitted 
during the processional and recessional, and for 
posed photos before and after the ceremony.  No 
photographs should be taken during prayer. 

   

 Photographers/Videographers must be as incon-
spicuous as possible, remaining at the back of the 
sanctuary during the ceremony. 

 

 Florists may not remove or relocate any Chancel 
furnishings.  Flowers may be placed on the Lord’s 
Table, but must not block the cross from view. 

 

 Nothing is to be nailed, stapled, tacked or taped to 
the pews or sanctuary woodwork. 

 

 Aisle runners are not recommended. 
 

 The use of recorded music or accompaniments is 
not permitted. 



1. Choose your wedding date and contact the Church 

Office to verify availability and temporarily reserve 

the date. 
 

2. Complete the online Wedding Registration form.  

Once you have done so and the plans for your day 

are finalized through the church office, you will 

receive a copy of the church Wedding Policy and a 

listing of fees involved. 
   

 

3.  Contact Bethel’s Director of Music Ministries to set 

up a consultation for choosing the music for your 

ceremony. 
 

4.  Contact Bethel’s Pastor to set up a Pastoral      

Consultation and counseling sessions. 
 

5.  No earlier than 30 days prior to the ceremony,  

purchase your wedding license through the Clerk 

of the Peace in any Delaware County. 
 

6.  One to two weeks prior to the wedding, confirm the 

time your Florist wants to deliver the flowers and 

provide Bethel’s Wedding Coordinator with that 

information. 
 

7.  One week prior to the wedding, bring the Fees  

 and Wedding License to the Church Office.  
 

 

For information about the fees involved with your  

wedding ceremony, please contact the church 

office at 302-645-9426.  A complete listing of fees 

will be made available to you once the plans for 

your ceremony have been finalized through the 

church office. 


