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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

United Methodist Traditionalists, Centrists, Progressives, & Bishops sign agreement aimed at separation 

 

January 3, 2020 

(Washington, D.C.): A diverse group of representatives from United Methodist advocacy groups with contrasting views 

and bishops from around the world has collaborated on a proposed agreement for the separation of The United Method-

ist Church (UMC) that has the unanimous support of all the parties involved. 

The agreement, the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation, was achieved on December 17, 2019 and 
announced today. 

The action comes amid heightened tensions in the church over conflicting views related to human sexuality after the 

2019 Special Session of the General Conference failed to resolve differences among church members. 

Legislation to implement the Protocol statement – an eight-page document detailing the terms of a split of the 13+ million
-member denomination – is expected to come before the United Methodist General Conference for a vote at their legisla-
tive meeting in Minneapolis, Minn. in May 2020. 

The 16-member group came together as an outgrowth of a consultation initiated by bishops from Central Conferences 

located outside the United States.  The parties sought assistance from prominent attorney Kenneth Feinberg, who spe-

cializes in mediation and alternative dispute resolution. Feinberg, who served as Special Master of the September 11th 

Victim Compensation Fund and administrator of the BP Deepwater Horizon Disaster Victim Compensation Fund along 

with a number of other complex matters, agreed to provide his services pro bono. 

Meeting over several months, the unofficial group reached an agreement by signatories associated with all of the constit-

uencies within the UMC for a mutually supported pathway for separation, bridging differences among other plans to be 

considered by the General Conference.  “The undersigned propose restructuring The United Methodist Church by sepa-

ration as the best means to resolve our differences, allowing each part of the Church to remain true to its theological un-

derstanding, while recognizing the dignity, equality, integrity, and respect of every person,” says the protocol statement. 

The document’s signers include representatives from Europe, Africa, the Philippines, and the United States, and include 

persons representing UMCNext; Mainstream UMC; Uniting Methodists; The Confessing Movement; Good News; The 

Institute on Religion & Democracy; the Wesleyan Covenant Association; Affirmation; Methodist Federation for Social 

Action; Reconciling Ministries Network; and the United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus; as well as bishops from the 

United States and across the world.  The representatives have pledged to work together to support the proposal and 

develop legislation to implement it. 

The Protocol anticipates the formation of a new traditionalist Methodist denomination. Once formed, the new church 

would receive $25 million over the next four years and give up further claim to the UMC’s assets. An additional $2 million 

would be allocated for potential additional new Methodist denominations which may emerge from the UMC. Acknowledg-

ing the historical role of the Methodist movement in systematic racial violence, exploitation and discrimination, the Proto-

col would allocate $39 million to ensure there is no disruption in supporting ministries for communities historically margin-

alized by racism. 

Under the protocol, conferences and local congregations could vote to separate from The United Methodist Church to 

affiliate with new Methodist denominations created under the agreement within a certain time frame.  Churches wishing 

to stay within the UMC would not be required to conduct a vote. Provisions exist for entities that choose to separate to  
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 retain their assets and liabilities. All current clergy and lay employees would keep their pensions regardless of the Meth-

odist denomination with which they affiliate. 

Under the Protocol, all administrative or judicial processes addressing restrictions in the United Methodist Book of Disci-
pline related to self-avowed practicing homosexuals or same-sex weddings as well as actions to close churches would 
be held in abeyance until the separation is completed.  The protocol also references a plan which calls for a special gen-
eral conference of the post-separation United Methodist Church. The purpose of the Special Session would be to create 
regional conferences, remove the current prohibitions against LGBTQ persons, and to repeal the Traditional Plan. 
  
Speaking on behalf of the group, Bishop John Yambasu (Sierra Leone) stated, “All of us are servants of the church and 
realize that we are not the primary decision makers on these matters.  Instead, we humbly offer to the delegates of the 
2020 General Conference the work which we have accomplished in the hopes that it will help heal the harms and con-
flicts within the body of Christ and free us to be more effective witnesses to God’s Kingdom.” 
The signatories to the Protocol have provided a FAQ document  to provide additional information about the agreement. 
Comments and questions may be directed to the signatories at mediationprotocol@outlook.com. 

A live stream event will take place on Monday, January 13th to provide further clarity and explanations of the plan by 

members of the Mediation Team. 

  

This statement is being released by the Council of Bishops Office on behalf of the Mediation Team members. 

  

### 

Members of the Mediation Team 
Bishop Christian Alsted (bishop@umc-ne.org), Nordic-Baltic Episcopal Area 
Rev. Thomas Berlin (tberlin@florisumc.org), representing UMCNext, Mainstream UMC, Uniting Methodists 
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton (bishop@nyac.com), New York Episcopal Area 
Rev. Keith Boyette (president@wesleyancovenant.org), representing The Confessing Movement, Good News, IRD/UM 

Action, and the Wesleyan Covenant Association 
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter (bishop@flumc.org), Florida Episcopal Area 
Rev. Junius Dotson (jdotson@umcdiscipleship.org), representing UMCNext, Mainstream UMC, United Methodists 
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling (bishopeasterling@gmail.com), Washington Episcopal Area 
Rev. Egmedio “Jun” Equila, Jr. (jun@brmc.org.sg), Philippines Central Conference 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey (bishop@la-umc.org), Louisiana Episcopal Area 
Bishop Rodolfo Rudy Juan (bishoprudyjuan@gmail.com), Davao Episcopal Area, Philippines 
Janet Lawrence (jan@rmnetwork.org), representing Affirmation, Methodist Federation for Social Action, and Reconciling 

Ministries Network 
Rev. David Meredith (dmeredith@cliftonumc.com), representing Affirmation, Methodist Federation for Social Action, and 

Reconciling Ministries Network, member of UM Queer Clergy Caucus 
Patricia Miller (pmiller1224@gmail.com), representing The Confessing Movement, Good News, IRD/UM Action, and the 

Wesleyan Covenant Association 
Dr. Randall Miller (randall4015@hotmail.com), representing Affirmation, Methodist Federation for Social Action, and 

Reconciling Ministries Network 
Bishop Gregory Vaughn Palmer (wocbishop@woc.org), Ohio West Episcopal Area 
Bishop John K. Yambasu (bishopyambasu@gmail.com), Sierra Leone Episcopal Area 
  
  
For questions or comments, please contact: mediationprotocol@outlook.com. 
  
### 
Media Contact: Rev. Dr. Maidstone Mulenga 
Director of Communications – Council of Bishops 
The United Methodist Church 
mmulenga@umc-cob.org 
202-748-5172 
www.unitedmethodistbishops.org 
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The Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation Agreement: 

"It's Not a Done Deal" 

by Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

Eastern Pennsylvania and Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conferences 

January 4, 2020 

The people called United Methodists have been on a long journey of conversation and debate regarding human sexuali-

ty: specifically the marriage and ordination of homosexual people and what "the practice of homosexuality being contrary 

to Christian teaching" means. The Protocol Statement that was released on January 3, 2020 seems to be a significant 

break-through in this 47 year impasse. It was crafted by a diverse group of 16 key United Methodist leaders along with a 

professional mediator. My deepest appreciation goes to them for this faithful and courageous work. 

This was initiated by Bishop John Yambasu, from the Sierra Leone Annual Conference in July 2019. He yearned for the 

United Methodist Church to remain a denomination in the midst of much talk of schism and the many unhappy conversa-

tions after the 2019 General Conference that included blame and shame. 

This group of 16 continued to meet throughout the fall and the Protocol statement that was just issued will go to General 

Conference. It must also be considered by Judicial Council (constitutional legality), the General Commission on Finance 

and Administration (financial impacts) and the Commission on General Conference (logistics and scheduling). 

It is important to note that this must be approved by the delegates of General Conference (May 5-15, 2020 in Minneap-

olis, MN) for this to become a reality. This Protocol still needs to be written into legislation form and presented to the del-

egates. So it is not a done deal! My email inbox was flooded yesterday by numerous concerned pastors and laity and I 

was interviewed by three newspapers. The major concern was the same: The UMC has split!! Not so! Please tell people 

this is not a done deal! 

This Protocol is significant, ground breaking, and has the potential to accomplish much good. Among the components of 

this protocol are: 

-The moratorium on all complaints and trials with regard to homosexuality between now and the General Conference. 



-It keeps the Global UMC intact. The plan is to have the UMC be organized in regions that will determine their way of 
living with regard to paragraphs regarding homosexuality. 

-It allows the Traditional churches to leave with their assets and be able to create their own denomination. A sum of $25 
million dollars will be paid over the next 4 years toward this end. As a result, there will be no court battles over property 
matters. 

-It sets aside $39 million dollars from both the UMC and the Traditionalist denomination for reparations in acknowledge-
ment of the harm done to people of color during past changes in structure and system. These funds are to support pro-
grams, training and agency work to ensure the health and vitality of our ethnic constituencies going forward. 

-It also sets aside $2 million dollars for any future denomination that might want to also be developed. 

-It ensures that clergy will still keep their pensions as everyone will continue to have Wespath Pension services. 

-It allows for Disaffiliation for churches that wish to go on their own. However they must follow the Disciplinary para-
graphs regarding this process. 

All of this takes a very long time and with the Protocols are time-lines and benchmarks that will spin out for at least the 
next four years. So it is not a done deal even at the close of General Conference. (There will likely be amendments and 
changes to the plan if it does pass so it will not look exactly like the statement we have before us.) 

What do we do in the meantime? 

-Dispel any rumors that we have already "split" as a denomination. 

-Continue to follow the news articles about the developments with the Protocols (umc.org). 

-Attend the General Conference delegate listening sessions that will be happening this spring. 

-Continue with the ministry and mission of the church. Make disciples! Be the presence of Christ's love in this world. 

-Most importantly PRAY. Pray for the United Methodist Church and its witness to the world. It is my hope that moving 
forward what we decide at General Conference will ultimately multiply our witness and we will be poised to reach more 
and more people for Jesus Christ. 

I do offer a personal lament at this time. Being who I am, with the image of the "Body of Christ" as a central part of my 
theology and heart, it is important for me to offer my thought that with a divided body we will be less whole. A denomina-
tion or any church that separates over their understanding of God's truth has left itself without the possibility of more un-
derstanding and growth. We can only mature spiritually and personally by the refining fire of discourse and collective 
prayer with those with whom we disagree. When we go to our respective "corners" I believe we will soon discover that 
we are "less than" we could be without the other. 

However, having struggled together for 47 years, it is likely a season for this Protocol to be enacted for many practical 
and important reasons. Our witness has taken a serious hit as people from the outside see us as a warring body and 
much ministry time has been spent engaging in disagreeable conversations. May there come a day when we get back 
together, we people called Methodists. Just as the Apostle Paul apparently reconciled with John Mark (II Timothy 4:11) 
after separating from Barnabas over a dispute that had something to do with Mark's desertion (Acts 15:37), I am hopeful 
that we too can find our way back together in the future.   

 

 

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 
Philadelphia Area  
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