
         
 

November 22, 2020 
Bethel United Methodist Church 

Lewes, Delaware 
 

Church Livestream - Sundays @ 9:00 or 11:00   
 

Greeting and Announcements    
 

Prelude:     "Brethren We Have Met to Worship"      arr. Sue 
                Handbell duet by Lauren and Joyce Mentzer 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader: "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and 
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." 

People: Blessing and honor and glory and might be unto the Lamb! 
Leader: Worthy is Christ who has ransomed us by his blood from every tribe 

and tongue and nation, and made his people a kingdom, and priests 
to our God. 

People:   Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and 
is to come! Amen. 

 

Opening Song of Praise and Worship:  "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" 
 

Opening Prayer:  Almighty God, who gave your Son Jesus Christ a realm where 
all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; make us loyal followers of 
our living Lord, that we may always hear his word, follow his teachings, and live 
in his Spirit; and hasten the day when every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess that he is Lord; to your eternal glory. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy  
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this  
day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  
evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, forever.  Amen 
 

Children’s Message:            “What Are You Thankful For?”              Pastor Jim Penuel 
 

Musical Offering:               "Joy and Elation" by Dobrinsky 
                Presented by The First Towne Ringers 



 

Joys & Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer          
 

Gospel Lesson:                Matthew 25:31-46 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will 
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you 
sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from 
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God 

 

Message              Sheep and the Goats:  Christ as the Righteous Judge”  
 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

Closing Hymn:                       “You Are My King”   
 

Benediction:                 
 

Postlude     
 

Those participating in today's services are:  Logan Shuttleworth, vocalist; Paul Faircloth, guitar, Jim Penuel, 
bass; Josh Hoffpauir, drums; Joyce Mentzer, keyboard 
Bethel CCLI License #1774982, Streaming License #20110751 
Bethel One License (with Podcasting) #A-73619 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NRSV


Announcements: 
 
“Keep The Light Shining at Bethel UMC”: This has certainly 
been a year with a lot of drastic change! COVID 19 has certainly 
complicated many aspects of life, and the church is no exception. 
We continue to pray for those who have been stricken with this 
illness and we mourn and ask for God's comfort for families who 
have lost a loved one. The staff of Bethel UMC has sought to 
faithfully continue to offer opportunities to “Shine the light of 
Jesus” through both in-person worship experiences and online 
means for the foreseeable future. We will continue to do 
everything we can to keep us all connected and provide 
opportunities for mission, outreach, and spiritual growth.  
 

Here are some joys to celebrate this year from a financial perspective: 

− We are faithfully meeting all our financial commitments, including our District and Conference 
apportionments. 

− Bethel has given over $25,182 to local and global missions! 

− We have met the challenge of offering safe in-person worship and purchasing all of the 
sanitation and protective equipment needed for this purpose. 

− Our cash reserves have bounced back to Pre-Covid levels.  

− We have purchased new audio-visual equipment to provide the best online live-streaming 
experience we can.  

− We were blessed to receive a forgivable PPP loan which has offset some staff expenses as 
well as utility expenses. 

 

There are however challenges that lie ahead: 

− Since in-person worship has only been reinstituted since August of 2020, our loose plate 
giving, and Sunday School giving are a fraction of what they normally would be. 

− Giving at this point is approximately 5-6% below anticipated receipts. 

− Our finance committee has adjusted the 2021 budget to accommodate these anticipated 
shortfalls, and we will continue to do our best to be good stewards of our financial resources 
while still resourcing ourselves to provide the best ministry and outreach that we possibly can. 

 

 Despite these challenges, with God's help, I know that we can thrive in this difficult season. 
From the very bottom of my heart, thank you for giving to the ministries of Bethel Church. Without 
your generosity, we would not have been able to accomplish all we have thus far. For any who need 
financial help during this season, please let me know. There are funds available to help anyone who 
is facing hardship with bills and more. For those who are able, please prayerfully consider increasing 
your generosity. With your help, we can continue to expand our ministries and find more opportunities 
to reach others with the love of Jesus Christ. This message has been sent out through e-blast, and by 
the time this is shared on Sunday you will have likely received your letter and commitment card. 
Please prayerfully decide how much you feel led to give in 2021 and return you card to us by 
November 29th, 2020 by mail, putting it in the offering plate in-person, or by completing the on line 
form found on our website under the “Give” tab. Thank you for your generosity, and for all you are 
doing to “Keep the Light Shining” at Bethel UMC! 

 
Yours in Christ,  

 
 

Pastor Jim Penuel III 
 



November 17, 2020, Governor Carney issued new COVID-19 restrictions for the state of Delaware 
effective Monday, November 23, 2020, 8am. 
“Indoor gatherings outside of homes must be limited 
to 30% of the venue’s stated fire capacity, up to a cap 
of 50 people.  This includes all events, such as 
weddings, funerals, services in houses of worship, 
performances, political gatherings, and events in 
public spaces including fire halls.” 
Please be reassured that the Board of Trustees will 
continue to follow every restriction and CDC guideline 

to ensure your safety.  When you read this on Sunday, Nov. 22, 2020, the Trustees will have held 
another special meeting via ZOOM on Weds., Nov. 18 to review our plan of action.  Our goal is to 
provide several options for the entire congregation to worship. 
Be on the lookout for E-Blast updates as we do our best to keep you informed. 
 
Advent Readers:  We are looking for Advent readers and candle lighters through the Advent season 
for both the 9am in person service and 11am livestream.  Advent starts on November 29th. If you are 
interested please email me pastorjim@bethellewes.org. Individuals, friend groups, and families are 
welcome to participate!  
 

Church Christmas Decorating Help Needed:  On Friday, November 27th from 6:30-8:00 we are 
looking for several jolly volunteers to help us decorate the church for the Advent season and 
Christmas Eve. We typically have a Family Ministry event with a meal to get the church decorated but 
can’t do that this year.  If you are interested in helping please let Ray know!  Also, if students need 
Honors Society volunteer hours this would be a great opportunity for that as well.  
Ray@bethellewes.org 
 

Cookie Walk Time! Not 
The Mary Martha Circle is sad to announce we will not be hosting an in-person Cookie Walk this year 
due to COVID restrictions; however, with winter coming, we remain genuinely concerned with the 
plight of homeless families in our area.  Last year, there was a need to shelter over 80 people, 
including children, in motel rooms.  This year, potentially more people will be in dire need of shelter.  
One motel room for one week costs $300! 
The Circle would like to raise funds to provide shelter for local homeless families…families that 
without a helping hand might be forced to live in their cars.  Or worse.  Our hope is that you will 
support this effort by participating in the Mary Martha …  

2020 NO BAKE COOKIE WALK 

The obvious upside of a “No-Bake Cookie Walk” is that no calories will be consumed!        

Here’s how you can participate: 

• If you helped by baking for the Cookie Walk in the past, would you consider donating the 
amount you would have spent on ingredients?  Or more? 

• If you helped by buying cookies, would you please consider donating the amount you would 
have spent?  Or more? 

The No Bake Cookie Walk will run from November 15 – December 15 
Donations can be submitted in the usual ways, just be sure that your gift is somehow designated 
“Cookie Walk”.  If you donate via the church website Online Giving Portal, simply choose “Mary 
Martha Circle”  Otherwise, donations can be sent by mail to the church office, dropped through the 
mail slot in the front door of the parsonage, placed in the offering plate on Sundays, through e-giving, 
through text giving. 
Thank you for your consideration of this project to help “the least, the last and the lost” 

Blessings to you and your families, 
The Mary Martha Circle 

mailto:pastorjim@bethellewes.org
mailto:Ray@bethellewes.org


 

Are You in Need of Prayer?  We know that prayer is an integral part of our faith 
journey, especially in these troubled times.  So we are offering several ways in 
which you can share your prayer concerns with us:   
•       One-on-one prayer will be provided by Pastor Jim after the 9:00 a.m.in-

person service.  Simply remain in your seat at the close of the 9:00 a.m. service and after 
Pastor Jim greets everyone leaving he will come back in and pray for those who want one-on-
one prayer.   
•       Virtual One-on-one Prayer will be offered immediately after the 11:00 livestreamed 
service via ZOOM.  The ZOOM login information can be found on our website 
(bethellewes.org) by clicking on the Prayer tab at the top of the screen.  Then click on the 
Virtual Prayer Zoom Link (at around 12:00) and wait in the ‘virtual waiting room’ and Pastor Jim 
will pray with each person individually. 
•       You can also share your prayer request or joy by clicking on the Prayer tab on our 
website and then clicking the Online Prayer Request link. The form will give you the option of 
sharing your concern with the congregation or keeping it private, shared only with our 
ministerial staff.   

 

Upper Room:  To have a copy mailed to you, please contact Sandy Stough in the church office, and 
indicate whether you want regular print or LARGE PRINT. 
 

Call to Prayer for Racial Justice: 
Rev. Marjorie Belmont-Burns, Pastor of Faith & Israel United Methodist Churches 
invites you to join with them in silent prayer every Monday night-7:00 p.m.-7:09 p.m. 
now through December 28, 2020.  (If you are unable to pray at that hour, please pick 
another time.) 
 

Financial Support:  Thank you for your weekly support.  We thank everyone who has provided funds 

to keep Bethel’s ministries going. 
 

There are five ways you can get your gift to Bethel: 
1. Drop off your donation through the mail slot in the front door of the Parsonage Meeting 

House at 130 W. Fourth St.   
2. Mail donations to BUMC, 129 W. Fourth St., Lewes, DE. 
3. E-giving: Go to Bethel’s Website www.bethellewes.org and at the top right of the home page 

and click on the word, ‘Giving.’ 
4. Text Giving is a new option for donations, using a cell phone or hand-held device. Call (302) 

202-6625, text the word "GIVE" 

5. IRA Distribution.  Those who are over 70½, can donate part of their mandatory distribution to 

Bethel.  Please speak to your financial advisor before doing this.   
 

Key: Red type indicates a request new this week 
                Green type indicates an answered prayer 
                Blue type is Covid-19 related 

                                                                                                                                              
Hospice:  Harold Landis 
 

Hospital:  Barry Brown, Eluria Downs, Bill Jackson, Rev. Charlie Kind, Lon Solomon,  
Bernie Spangler 
 

General Concerns:  Katherine Beatty, John, Dee Becker, Kerrey Bradford, Debbie Brown,  
 Donna Carr, Dave Condon, Michael Emmett, Patricia Emmett, Beth Gastner, Peggy Gastner,  
Randy Haith,Pete Hescox, Mark & Connie Hetterich, Mary Lou Jackson, Eden Jenkins, 
Caddie Joseph, Norman Kugel, Veronica McKain, Carroll Miller, Jim McCarty, Janet McGinnis,  

http://bethellewes.org/
http://www.bethellewes.org/


Dave Parks, George Pepper, Pamela Potts, Joe Seay, Kevin Short Linda Shurkey, Bonnie Tedesco, 
 Ashley Thibeault, Peggy Thomas, John Thompson, Jack Weeks, Tom Whittaker, Mason Vannucci, 
 Bobbie Virden 
 

Up Coming Procedures:  Patty Jo Mock, Earl Peters 
 

Recovering from Procedures:  Sandy Bassett, John Caycedo, Edith Cross, Elizabeth Fields,  
Bill Gaskill, Randy Hoffpauir, Suzy Kremer, Paulette Lazzaro, Robert Lenkner, Dottie McKain,  
Ron Mead, Ron Ritthaler, Dr. David Robinson, Edie Sipos, Nancy Smith, Dale Stough, Theresa Wise 
 

Covid-19 Related Requests:   Brian Carrier, Dan Carrier, Nick & Laura Faircloth, Scott Gladfelter,  
Cody Lammy, Lorraine Layton 
All staff and residents of Hospitals, nursing homes and continuing care communities 
 

Other:   

• People who are unemployed and under employed, and homeless families. 

• For racial justice in the United States. 

• For principled and just law enforcement personnel 
 

Sympathy to:  

• The Cohen Family on the loss of Joann Campbell Cohen, wife of Reve. Conrad Cohen, and 
Mother of Jack D. & Jill L. Cohen. 

• The family and friends of Lou Schulze who passed away from complications from a stroke. 

• All the people who have died locally, nationally, and globally to Covid-19 
 

Staff Contact Information: 
• Jim Penuel, Pastor, pastorjim@bethellewes.org 645-9426    

• Joyce Mentzer, Director of Music,  jkmentzer@bethellewes.org  645-9426 

• Ray Davis, Director of Youth and Family Ministry, ray@bethellewes.org 645-9426 

• Sandy Stough, Office Manager, office@bethellewes.org  645-9426  

• Jane Lenkner, Administrative Assistant, jane@bethellewes.org  645-9426 
 

For a complete list of Bethel’s Staff, visit our website:  www.bethellewes.org. 
Click on ‘About’ then click on ‘Staff’ 

 
 

 

We need your Feedback             

 If you know of someone who is not able to receive the Bethel Newsletter by email, and is 

not on the newsletter mailing list please contact Sandy Stough at office@bethellewes.org 

so they can be added. 

 If you would like to have a DVD of Sunday services, email Jane at jane@bethellewes.org 

so we can get one to you.    
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