
 

Bethel United Methodist Church 
 

11:00 a.m. May 31, 2020 
 

Greeting and Announcements    
 

Call to Worship:          by Sara Dunning Lambert, alt. 

           Church of the Brethren 

God of the ages, ignite within us a fiery passion for Your mission in the world today. 

Warm us in the Spirit’s dancing tongues of flame; help us feel Your kindling blaze 

 within, urging us to do Your greater good. 

Make us wholly present to experience a new birth, burn away all that hinders, and

 ignite new possibilities within us to share Your love in the world.          

Like a rushing wind, sweep away all barriers;         

 like tongues of fire, set our hearts ablaze. 

Unite the Babel of our tongues with power from above      

 to make out weakness strong.          

Show us how to use Your gifts, as we listen for Your truth       

 in the gentle breeze of Your Spirit. Amen. 

Opening Song:                    “Shine, Jesus, Shine”   by Graham Kendrick                                           

Solo:  Linda Chantler     

Guitar: Paul Faircloth 

Prayer of the Week:                 From the Mennonite Church USA 
God of Wind and Fire, on this Pentecost Sunday, we are more aware than ever of our 
deep need for You. We fear what we cannot see.  We worry about troubles we cannot 



solve.  We are frightened in this moment, and for tomorrow.  It's true—we do not know 
how to pray. We do not know how to form on our lips the words to express the prayer 
that lingers on our hearts. Thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit, Who is our 
comforter, teacher, inspiration, and translator of every soul's deepest needs. 
 
Remind us O, God, how You have poured out upon us blessings like abundant rain. 
Our threshing floors are full of grain; our barrels overflow with the wine of Your 
goodness.  Give us peace to rest in Your providence, Your generosity, Your loving 
kindness.  Time and time again, You have shown us You are present in our midst. 
Whether we have had little or much, whether we have suffered or prospered; You have 
been our faithful and sustaining God. 
 
And now, we ask that You raise up new leaders on whom You will pour out Your Spirit.  
Anoint our sons and daughters to prophesy; to dream dreams and see visions.  Give 
them courage to dream Your dreams. Give them eyes to see Your vision.  And shape 
in us willing hearts to follow those dreams and visions to be faithful and passionate 
witnesses of Your love, grace, and truth in our time.   
 
Guide and bless all of us today God. Free us from whatever safeguards we have 
placed around us to keep our lives and worship predictable. Free us to encounter You 
in a new way, that Your Spirit might truly dance in our midst and inspire us to love and 
service through Jesus Christ, Who has taught us to pray… 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 

Recognition of this year’s Confirmands:    Ray Davis 
 
Joys & Concerns   
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
Musical Offering:                          “Spirit Song” by John Wimber         

Solo:  Linda Chantler     

Guitar: Paul Faircloth 

Scripture Lesson:        “Acts 2:1-8, 14-21”    (NIV)   Ray Davis  

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 
where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 
and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them.  Now there were staying 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26954a


in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  When they heard this 
sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 
language being spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are 
speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say.  These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in 
the morning!   No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

“‘In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” 
 

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Message:         “Fire Power”            Pastor Baker 
 

Closing Hymn:         “Benediction”    by Tim Neufeld & Ryan McAllister  

                                             Solo:  Kim Edmonds 

 

Postlude                 Joyce Mentzer 
 
 
Participating in today’s service: Nick Mentzer, Camera; Todd Mentzer, Sound & Streaming  

 
 

 



Live Streaming:  We want you to know that we've changed our 

YouTube name to make it easier for you to find us, our live 
streams and our weekly Pajama Sunday School and children's 
videos. Our new name is Bethel Lewes. Just head to YouTube on 
any device or Smart TV and enter "Bethel Lewes" in the YouTube 

search bar and there we are!! Click on the lighthouse to see all our videos or past services and don't 
forget to hit subscribe.   
 

Bethel will continue to Live Stream a service each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. and record the service for 
those who want to view it later through our website, www.bethellewes.org.  At the top of the page 
click on ‘Virtual Bethel.’ For the live service, click on Virtual Worship.  
 
 

Food Drive:  Now that the Cape Henlopen Food Basket is once again open, 

we will be collecting food for them over the next couple of weeks.  Several 
ladies, who have been gathering food for the Food Bank each week, are now 
going to deliver food to the CHFB for at least the next several weeks.   We will 
glad deliver food or money donations there for you.  Contact Hope Ellsworth or 
drop off donations to her house (302-236-6805; 112 W. 3rd St., Lewes).  The 
Cape Henlopen Food Basket provides food to everyone who comes.  No one is 
turned away. 

 

 

Our 2020 Confirmation Class:  We will recognize our Confirmation Class 

next week on Pentecost Sunday with a slide show.  They won’t actually be 
confirmed until social distancing restrictions are listed, and their family’s can be 
present with them.   Our confirmands this year are:  Dylan Brockmeier, Katie 
Costello, Darcy Crotty, Christopher Emmett, Alex Fitzkee, Lauren Gardoski, 
EJ Jones, Matthew Parsons, Will Powell, Jenna Reinhold, Johnathan 
Stoddard, and Tanner Wyshock.  We extend to you our warmest 

congratulations and prayers for God’s finest blessings on your lives.  
 

 

Preparing to Reopen for Worship 

Bethel’s Church Council affirmed the decision of the Board of 

Trustees to move cautiously toward reopening the church for 

Worship on May 26th.  The safety, health, and well being of the Bethel 

family is our highest concern.  We will continue to seek guidance from the 

Centers for disease Control, the National Institutes of Health, the State of Delaware and the 

leadership of The United Methodist Church 

Currently these regulations are in effect.  By the time we are prepared to open they 

may be lessened:                                                                                                                              
+ We are limited to 30% of our seating capacity which is 101 in Fellowship Hall & 80 in the Sanctuary.                                                    

+ People over 65 or with other risk factors are advised to stay home for the time being.                     
+ Masks must be worn in church & social distancing must be practiced.                                                           

+ There will be no on-site Sunday School or other activities with children and youth.                     

http://www.bethellewes.org/


+ Attendance pads, Hymnals, Bibles, and envelopes will be removed                                                                   

+ Bulletins will not be distributed in church; but you may bring a bulletin from home.                                                        

+ We will not pass the offering plate/bag.  Baskets will be in the back of the room                                                    
+ Congregational singing may be approved provided masks are worn.                                                       

+ Individual soloists can minister through music but must be 10 feet apart, 

We Are Planning A Soft Opening:                                                                                                 
+ Initially we will only be opening for worship                                                                                                         
+ We will continue to live stream and record the 11:00 service from the Sanctuary                                                                                              
+ We hope to resume a public contemporary service at in Fellowship Hall once we are confident our                      

protective measures are in place                                                                                                                                     

+ We are not opening the Church Office at this time.                                                                                                         

+ Church meetings, classes, etc. still need to be done through electronic media. 

Your safety is important to us.   Thank you for understanding. 

 
Prayer Link:  Need prayer?  You can now get prayer requests to 

the pastoral staff, or if you choose, add a prayer request to our 
Prayer List.  Just go to our Website www.bethellewes.org  Across 
the top of the home page, click on ‘Prayer Request’ a screen will 
open for you to enter your prayer request, and whether it is private, 
or can be shared with our prayer ministry.   
 

 
Covid-19 Relief Fund:  Bethel has funds available if you are having 

difficulty paying essential bills because of loss of income or employment 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.  Your identity and personal information 
will be kept confidential.  Depending on the size of the need, assistance 
may be limited.  
 

If you are currently facing a financial hardship, or see one coming 
in June please, contact Pastor Baker at pastorbaker@bethellewes.org.  Assistance is available.   
 

Currently we do not need additional donations.  Thank you! 
 
 

 

Change of Dates:  The Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee is organizing a 

retirement party for Pastor Earle.  Previously a date in June had been selected, 
but it seems unlikely that large gatherings will be appropriate then.  So, please 
clear your calendars for this new date 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 29th to join 
the Bethel Church Family and others as we come to say goodbye and celebrate 
Pastor Earle’s 40-year career of service to God and The United Methodist Church.  

Please look forward to more information in future announcements as we approach Pastor Earle’s 
retirement.   
 

 

http://www.bethellewes.org/
mailto:pastorbaker@bethellewes.org


 
High School and College Graduates:   Bethel will honor this year’s 

graduates by including a slide show of the members of the Class of 2020 as 
part of worship on Sunday, June 7th.  We need parents and grandparents to 
supply us with a Senior Picture.  We will incorporate them into our worship on 
June 7th. Please send pictures along with the School they graduated from, 
any awards of honors they received, and their future plans to Pastor Earle at 
pastorbaker@bethellewes.org  Thank you 

 
 

Thank You for Your Financial Support 
 

Thank you for your weekly support.  We thank everyone who has 
provided funds to keep Bethel’s ministries going.  E-giving in April was 
the highest ever! 
 

There are five ways you can get your gift to Bethel: 
1. Drop off your donation through the mail slot in the front door of the Parsonage Meeting 

House at 130 W. Fourth St.   
2. Mail donations to BUMC, 129 W. Fourth St., Lewes, DE. 
3. E-giving: Thank you for strong e-giving in March.  If you would like to begin giving 

electronically, go to Bethel’s Website www.bethellewes.org and at the top right of the home 
page and click on the word, ‘Giving.’ 

4. Text Giving is a new option for donations, using a cell phone or hand-held device. Call (302) 
202-6625, text the word "GIVE" 

5. IRA Distribution.  Those who are over 70½, can donate part of their mandatory distribution to 

Bethel.  To receive a tax deduction, the donation must move directly from your financial 
institution to Bethel, without going through your Bank.  Please speak to your financial advisor 
to learn more about this option. 

  

Community Needs in the Cape Region: 
• Donate Blood:  Blood supplies are critically low.  Make an appointment to donate in either 

Salisbury or Dover.  Call 888-824-6638 or go to www.delmarvablood.org/give-blood  

• Make Protective Masks for Beebe Healthcare Workers:  Sewists are needed to make 
protective masks.  Contact Pam Smith at piecefullypam@gmail.com who will show you 
completed samples, safety guidelines, and online tutorials.   

 
 
Key:   Red type indicates a request new this week                                                                        

Green type indicates an answered prayer           

Blue type is Covid-19 related                                                                                                                                              

Joys: Jerry & Mary Graczyk will celebrate their 57th Anniversary tomorrow         
Bob & Ann Wotring will celebrate their 52nd Anniversary tomorrow                                               
Bob & Pam Monti will celebrate their 51st anniversary next Sunday 

Hospital:   Daryl Bradley, Larry Chambers, Ruth Doughtery,   
 

Illness:      Lisa Baker, Stevie Brittingham, Kay Poole, Randy Hoffpauir, Lydia Penuel, Baby Nora 
Shuttleworth Lee Tyrrell, Carol Walters  

 
 

mailto:pastorbaker@bethellewes.org
http://www.bethellewes.org/
mailto:piecefullypam@gmail.com


Covid-19 Related Requests:   

• Marge Alia, Brian Brengel,Joe Seay, Linda Shurkey, Lisa Tzaferos                   

• All staff and residents of Hospitals, nursing homes and continuing care communities 
 

Other:  

• People who are unemployed and under employed 

• Homeless families 
 

Sympathy to:  

• Family and friends of Beth McCormick, May 25th  

• Bob Cirelli, on the death of his mother on May 23rd  

• Elizabeth Fields, on the death of her sister, Phyllis Brown on May 21st  

• Carlene Spangler and family on the death of her mother, Esther Kleinline on May 18th  

• Over 365,000 people have died worldwide, 102,000 have died in the United States many more 
have lost a family member to Covid-19 

 
Pastor’s Changing Appointments 

• Lee Parks to the Milton-Nassau Charge which includes White’s Chapel and Zion UMCs 
beginning July 1. 

• Pat Bollinger, to Indian Mission UMC, beginning July 1 

• Earle Baker, to Retirement, beginning July 1 

• James Penuel, to Lewes: Bethel, July 1 
 

Bethel, a Beacon of Hope at the Beach since 1779 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Staff Contact Information: 
• Earle Baker, Pastor  pastorbaker@bethellewes.org   302-841-1305 

• Joyce Mentzer, Director of Music  jkmentzer@bethellewes.org  645-9426 

• Ray Davis, Director of Youth and Family Ministry ray@bethellewes.org 645-9426 

• Sandy Stough, Office Manager, office@bethellewes.org  645-9426  

• Jane Lenkner, Administrative Assistant, jane@bethellewes.org  645-9426 
 

For a complete list of Bethel’s Staff, visit our website:  www.bethellewes.org  
Click on ‘About’ then click on ‘Staff’ 

 
 

We need your Feedback             

 If you know of someone who is not able to receive the Bethel Newsletter by email, and is 

not on the newsletter mailing list please contact Sandy Stough at office@bethellewes.org 

so they can be added. 

 If you would like to have a DVD of Sunday services, email Jane at jane@bethellewes.org 

so we can get one to you.    

 If you anticipate needing assistance from the Covid Relief Fund, or know someone who 

currently needs assistance, contact pastorbaker@bethellewes.org  
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