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T h e P a s t o r ’s P e n
Dear Saints of Bethany Church,
October is upon us and we are in full swing with each of
our fall ministry offerings. The summer heat has
subsided and we are experiencing beautiful, pleasant
days in which to fellowship and serve others at Bethany
Church. With this in mind, may I ask each of you some
questions: In which ministries are you currently
participating? Do you participate in such a ministry
regularly? Is this ministry fulfilling to you? Are you being
ministered to by others as well? Are there other
ministries you’d like to participate in?
I ask these various ministry questions in order to
stimulate you to either remain involved in serving others,
change or expand your ministry involvement, or perhaps
even start becoming involved in ministry among the other
members of the body of Bethany. The fall season of
regular, ongoing church life and ministry is an excellent
time to evaluate your involvement (or lack of it), and to
seek habitual ways to love and serve those around you.
If you would like to know more about this, I invite you to
read through every page of this newsletter, or else come
to our worship services with the intention of seeking
sustained ministry involvement among your brothers and
sisters in Christ. Pray and ask the LORD to use you for
His glory and for Bethany Church’s good!
God bless you as you seek to serve Christ and His
people,

Pastor Lance
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Our Mission
Hands of Mercy’s mission is to strengthen the Body of Christ by discipling families and individuals to love others in
tangible ways. We help churches build loft houses in their parking lot and facilitate weekend and short-term, crosscultural ministry opportunities. Hands of Mercy encourages all members of the family to serve together and has no
age restrictions.

What is a loft house?
A loft house is prefabricated in church parking lots in the US and assembled in
Mexico in a day. Though not luxurious by any definition, a loft house gives some
basic protection and shelter from the elements. It is a 12-foot by 12-foot structure
with 4 windows, a lockable door and a second-story attic loft for sleeping that is
reached by an interior ladder. The kit-house consists of prefabbed panels made
from simple building materials widely available at most home improvement
warehouses: 2x4s, 2x6s, plywood and tar paper roofing. The house has a raised
wooden floor, covered with linoleum, built on concrete piers. This speeds
construction by eliminating extra days to pour and cure a cement slab. Work teams
can build loft houses on lots that would not be suitable for slab construction. For
about $3,500, these homes exhibit a visible
testimony to the love of Jesus to the new home
owners and their entire community.

Prebuild & Delivery
October 27, 2018
Join Bethany’s Mission Team to fabricate loft house panels in Bethany’s parking
lot for a family in Mexico.
November 2—4, 2018
The panels will be hauled to Mexico. Bethany volunteers will construct the loft
house and provide a care package.
Please contact Bob Amstutz to sign up:
Bethany Church’s 2017 HōM Build Team

(310) 383-4454 or b1amstutz@aol.com

Come and serve dinner at the
Rescue Mission on

Monday, October 15
Please contact Bob Amstutz to sign up:
(310) 383-4454
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October Non-Perishable Food Drive
Benefitting Sarah’s House Maternity Homes

Do you know a
cognitively impaired
adult 18-60+
who may or may not
attend any church?

Sarah’s
House
was
established in March of 1991.
It is a Christian program for
homeless expectant and single
mothers.
Their programs are designed
to establish and promote a
sense of responsibility in the
women who reside with them.
Programs
include
weekly
counseling, classes on nutrition, birthing, financial management,
adoption, home safety, single parenting, infant care, cooking and
crafts. All classes are taught by a combination of lay volunteers
and professionals.
The goal of Sarah’s House is to provide residents with the tools to
begin a new life, headed in a positive direction. Each woman is
guided through a series of programs which introduces them to
new problem solving techniques and prepares them to begin
making positive choices for their lives. Most importantly, Sarah’s
House seeks to show these women the love of Jesus Christ
through their love and acceptance for them.
Sarah’s House is financially supported solely through donations
from churches, individuals, fundraising, and civic organizations in
the greater Conejo, Simi and San Fernando Valleys as well as
other surrounding areas.
Bring your non perishable food donations to the Missions Team
table in the lobby on Sundays during October. Requested food
items include: pastas (all varieties), oatmeal, cereals (Cheerios,
KIX, Special K or other low sugar varieties), granola bars,
Gatorade or Powerade, saltine crackers, cake mix, corn bread
mix, and canned items: tuna, chicken, soups (mushroom, cream of
chicken, chicken noodle, vegetable, vegetable beef), beans
(kidney, garbanzo), and vegetables (peas, beans, corn), and cans
or jars of spaghetti, alfredo, or enchilada sauce.
The final day to bring your donations is October 28.

Friendship Class is held every
other Monday at The Bridge
Church in Newbury Park. Over
30 “friends” from the Conejo
Valley, Simi, and Camarillo join
in worship, prayer, Bible story,
snacks,
and
fellowship.
Volunteer mentors from several
churches in the area assist and
share with their assigned
“friend” at each meeting. What
a great mission opportunity to
share the Gospel with the
disabled community!
Faithful mentors are needed!
Lesson materials are provided
and take only a short time to
prepare for our bi-weekly
meetings.
Don’t miss this
opportunity to bless a disabled
“friend” and receive a greater
blessing in return! Contact Joel
or Jody Tiefel for more
information.
For you formed my inward parts;
you knitted me together in my
mother's womb.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it very well.
Psalm 139:13-14

Questions?
Contact Kari Amstutz: RTAmstutz@aol.com or (805) 405-0353.
Jody Tiefel
805-405-3785
jodytiefel@hotmail.com
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Fellowship Groups at Bethany
Throughout Scripture, the Lord
used fellowship groups to
provide friendship, to care for
needs, and to help people grow
spiritually. Jesus selected twelve
disciples to travel with Him and
learn from Him. The early
church met in both temple courts
and in homes (Acts 2:46). The
meetings in homes would have
been smaller groups than the
300 who were a part of the
church at the time. Fellowship
groups still play a vital role in the

health and growth of the church.
Bethany Church on the Hill
currently offers two Fellowship
Groups:
Cornerstone
and
Faithbuilders. If you’re interested
in joining a Fellowship Group,
please contact one of the group
leaders.
Cornerstone
Dan Maravilla: (805) 732-4971
Jim Hines: (805) 320-1780
Faithbuilders
Joel Tiefel: (805) 241-7060
Jason Spadaro: (805) 208-6189

Faithbuilders Fellowship
Faithbuilders are married and
single adults who meet together
for fellowship and edification in
order to be equipped to share
the
Gospel
with
others
throughout the week. The group
meets Sunday mornings at 9:00
am in room 204 during
Equipping Hour.
In September, the Faithbuilders
class invites you to join their
newest
study
from
the
MacArthur Bible Study series: 2
Corinthians: Words from a
Caring Shepherd.
After spending eighteen months
in Corinth helping to establish a
church, the apostle Paul moved
on in his mission to build more
churches in Asia Minor. But
back in Corinth, false teachers
began to infiltrate the church,
and they were intent on ruining

Paul’s character and ministry.
This threatened to separate and
create chaos among this onceunified body.
Paul
wrote
this
intensely
personal and biographical letter
to defend his ministry and
integrity against the slanderous
attacks. Like a seasoned
attorney, he deals firmly with the
false
teachers
and
their
followers by focusing primarily
on Christ, while embracing his
own
weaknesses
and
imperfections. As a powerful
reminder for struggling and
maligned believers everywhere,
Paul quotes the Savior: “My
grace is sufficient for you, for my
strength is made perfect in
weakness."
Join us on Sundays for this indepth study!

Cornerstone Fellowship
Cornerstone
Fellowship
helps
prepare young marrieds and
families to live godly lives. The
desire of this fellowship is to
magnify the worth of Christ through
the faithful studying and teaching of
His Word, and to encourage and
edify His people through loving
fellowship with one another.

Cornerstone has several small
group Bible studies in Thousand
Oaks that provide life-on-life
discipleship relationships, as our
members seek to apply biblical
principles in the context of
everyday life. Please contact Jim
Hines or Dan Maravilla for more
information.
5

Listen
to Bethany’s radio
ministry on
98.3 FM, KDAR
weekdays at 5:00 pm
Financial support of Bethany’s
radio ministry is continuing to
flow in! We thank you for your
pledges and faithful support.
Please consider partnering with
us to support Timeless Truth
Today. Check the weekly church
bulletin to see what will be airing
that week.
Download the 98.3 FM The
Word app on your iPhone or
Android device today!

BETHANY MEMBERS:
NEW NAME BADGES
AVAILABLE

One of our
members has
offered
to
make
high
quality, plastic
name tags for Bethany Church
members. The cost is $2 each
which covers printing and
materials. These name tags
come with a choice of a lanyard,
clip-on, or magnetic strip for you
to wear or attach to your clothing
for every Lord’s Day and church
event. Email Barbara Ward:
barbara@bethanyto.org. Include
the style and your name as you
wish it to be spelled. Payment
will be collected when your
badge is delivered.
YOUR NAME HERE

Women’s Discipleship
Who is an excellent wife? What is
she like? Using the woman in
Proverbs 31 as a model, trusted
Christian counselor Martha Peace
offers
practical
answers
to
questions most often asked by
Christian wives. Come and be
encouraged as we read and
discuss The Excellent Wife, by
Martha Peace.
The Women's Discipleship group
will meet the fourth Tuesday,
October 23 in room 201. We will
begin our discussion of Chapter
18:
“The
Wife's
Anger
Overcoming Impatience.”

Women’s Book Club News
Our Bethany Women's Book Club meets
quarterly to discuss an autobiography or
biography of a great man or woman of
faith. The next book selection is In Trouble
and in Joy: Four Women Who Lived for God,
by Sharon James and contains portraits of
four godly women: Margaret Baxter (wife of
Richard), Sarah Edwards, Francis Ridley
Havergal, and Anne Steele.
“They had different personalities and varied
situations, but each of these four women
lived focused lives, wanting to praise God
through days of trouble as well as joy. As is true of many
women, they had to juggle all sorts of responsibilities. Pursuing
holiness did not mean running away from these responsibilities:
it involved living every day wholeheartedly for God” (p. 253).
The Book Club Brunch will be November 3 at 10:00 am in room
201. For more information or to purchase a book, please
contact Barbara Ward in the church office:
(805) 495-7029 // Barbara@bethanyto.org
All women of Bethany are invited to
join us to pray for the ministries of
our church on Tuesdays at 10:00
am at Bethany Church on the Hill,
room 204.
Questions?
Contact the office: (805) 495-7029
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FALL
STUDY

Colossians
and
Philemon are two
of Paul’s “prison
epistles”—letters
written while he
was imprisoned
for
preaching
Jesus Christ as
Lord. Even in the face of
persecution, prison bars could not
contain Paul’s zeal for the gospel.
In his letter to the Colossian
church, he sounded the alarm of
false teaching and encouraged
the believers to find sufficiency in
Christ. In his letter to Philemon he
pleaded
for
mercy
and
forgiveness for a runaway slave.
Kathleen Nielson helps us see
how these messages are still
relevant and alive in many
ways.
Each lesson includes
questions for five days, plus
helpful context and commentary,
to
lead
to
ever-increasing
satisfaction, discernment, and
delight in God’s Word. Our Fall
Study will focus on Colossians
and we encourage ladies to
complete Philemon as a personal
study.
This 9-week continues through
November 8 and meets in room
204 Monday evenings at 7:00 pm
or Thursday mornings at 10:00
am.
Questions? Please contact Pat
Papenhausen.
(805) 492-3424
patpapenhausen@hotmail.com

Job 42:2-3
2

“I know that you can do all things,

and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
3

‘Who is this that hides counsel without
knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.”

In this Scripture, Job repents of doubting God throughout
his time of suffering, confessing his faith in God and
acknowledging that God is truly in control of his life with
plans too wonderful for him to comprehend.
Men of Bethany, have you been struggling with adversity
recently? Amid adversity or trials, we must seek the
Lord! Remember, God is omnipotent and omniscient.
Trust God and put your hand in his hand. I wrote this poem
in my devotional to emphasize this:

Reaching For Your Hand, Lord!
When my sorrow never seems to end...
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When my pain never seems to end...
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When I stumble and fall...
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When I feel lonely in life...
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When my friend or family seem to abandon me...
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When I am hurt by people’s’ selfish choices or decisions..
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When illness or disability or tragedy limit my wishes to love or care for others...
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When death takes our beloved relatives and loved ones and friends away,
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When I feel broken and useless,
I need to reach for Your Hand, Lord!
When I need wisdom and joy in my life..,
I need to reach for Your Word, Lord!
When I need to love myself and be more loving to others...
I need to reach for Your Hand and read Your Word daily, Lord!
Thank You, Lord, for holding my hand through
every trial and challenge in life! Amen
As we face life’s adversities, we are reminded of the champions within our church or community who face
challenges daily. Recently, I heard about Michael Gracia, an Ontario policeman, who was shot in the head
during the tragic outdoor concert shooting in Las Vegas a year ago. Officer Gracia rescued numerous
(Continued on page 8)
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Our current study is Trusting God, by Jerry
Bridges. During a time of adversity, Jerry Bridges
began a lengthy Bible study on the topic of God's
sovereignty. What he learned changed his life, and
in Trusting God, he shares the fruit of that study.
This new edition of Bridges' classic book includes
the study/discussion guide. Contact Joel Tiefel for
more information about this study: (805) 241-7060.
Fridays at 6:30 AM
Eggs and Things, 1542 N. Moorpark Rd.
Thousand Oaks
(“Persevering in Christ,” continued from page 7)

shooting victims before being injured. In a recent interview with the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, Officer
Gracias said, “I told myself … I was going to be back in a year, whether that was at the desk or on the
streets.” Over the last year, Officer Gracia persevered through speech and physical therapy so that he
could regain communication skills and return to his job. As of September 27, 2018, he’s back performing
light duties at the Ontario Police Department. Truly miraculous! Officer Gracia acknowledged, “It’s hard at
times, but I live by my faith in God. Everything happens for a reason. I don’t know what that is . . . one day
I’ll find out, but I live my faith.”
May we celebrate those who are overcoming phenomenal challenges! Continue encouraging those facing
physical, mental, emotional, social, financial, family, or spiritual issues. Pray, especially for the men of our
church body who are struggling. In most churches, men rarely divulge their struggles with anyone ̶
especially another man! Men, we need to go to God, like Job, Moses, Noah, Joseph, Nehemiah, Jeremiah,
Daniel, Joshua, David, Paul, Peter, John, and Jesus! Lord, help us read the Word of God daily and live for
Jesus in these difficult times!
Isaiah 55:6, 8-9
6
“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near; . . .
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For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
As men in Christ, call upon the Lord in every need! He shall supply and meet all your needs! Amen!

Charlie Davenport


Yarbrough, Beau. “Shot in the Head during the Las Vegas Mass Shooting, Ontario Officer Michael Gracia Returns to Work.”
Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, 28 Sept. 2018, www.dailybulletin.com/2018/09/28/shot-in-the-head-during-the-las-vegas-massshooting-ontario-officer-michael-gracia-returns-to-work/.
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SUNDAYS AT BETHANY

Equipping Hour Ministries

Fellowship Time
10:00 - 10:30
Join us for coffee
and refreshments.

LIFE in a NEW
TESTAMENT CHURCH
9:00 am | Worship Center
“What Does It Mean to Be Spiritual?”
Text: Workbook in Romans, Kenneth Berding
Led by Pastor Lance Quinn

Childcare for infants and toddlers
available at 9:00 and 10:30 am.
Babies [Infants—Crawlers]
Our nursery is equipped with cribs and swings
as well as exciting toys to engage curious
minds.

A fellowship of singles & couples
Sunday | 9:00 am | Room 204
Current Study: 2 Corinthians
Led by Jason Spadaro & Joel Tiefel

Sunday | 9:00 am
Community Room

A class for parents and
children
(toddler—5th grade)
Join us for a time of
fellowship, singing, and
learning. Each session
ends with Table Time for a
short family devotional,
dialogue, and prayer.

Toddlers [Walkers—3 Years]
We welcome our toddlers with free play to ease
the transition into the classroom. Our curriculum
aims to train young children how to sit during a
brief Bible story and participate in songs that
teach biblical truths.
Cry Room / Training Area
Located in our nursery lobby, we have live
streaming of the sermon and comfortable
seating for any parent wishing to keep their little
one with them during church.

Sundays at
10:30 am
Room 101
Our preschool program
encourages classroom
participation while learning Biblical truths. Each
activity is prepared with the Bible lesson in mind to
help our preschoolers remember what they have
learned.

Youth House | 9:00 am
Middle and High School students, come to the Youth
House on Sundays during Equipping Hour. We will
continue our study: God’s Good News: The Gospel. The
aim of this study is to equip our students with a complete
biblical presentation of the Gospel and how these truths
apply to our daily lives. Our study is led by Dan Maravilla,
Parker Amstutz, and Mike Husovich.
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Bethany Church has two areas on
campus where the Sunday service
is simulcast: the Nursery Lobby
and Room 201. Parents with
young children are encouraged to
use the viewing area near the
nursery and adults may watch the
service in Room 201.

Bethany Church on the Hill has many opportunities to serve. Our goal is to help you find a place where you
can use your God-given gifts to invest in the life of our church.
Welcome Kiosk &
Greeters

Media & Sound Team

Our team is in SERIOUS
need of people to operate
the sound equipment, sound
board and handle the
technical aspects of our
services and events. This
includes lights, LCD projectors, and utilizing software
to display announcements and lyrics. The Media &
Sound Team members usually serve one Sunday
monthly or more often as needs arise. Training is
available! Please contact Devin Dyer, (805) 410-2623
or dyerde5@gmail.com, or Zach Barnes, (805) 3681942 or danielzbarnes@yahoo.com.

We need greeters and
volunteers to put away the
kiosk materials following
the
Sunday
evening
services on a rotating basis.
This is a great opportunity to serve our Lord, meet
new people, and become familiar with Bethany’s
visitor bags and other informational materials set out
for guests on Sunday mornings. Consider joining the
Greeting/Kiosk team. Please contact the church
office.
Bethany’s Nursery on the Hill
provides
a
safe,
secure,
nurturing, clean environment
and loving care to infants and
toddlers. Care is provided
Sunday mornings and Sunday evenings. Currently, we
need helpers during the Sunday Equipping Hour,
9:00—10:00 am and during the 5:00 pm service. Can
you help us out with Bethany’s Nursery needs? If so,
contact Pam Hines:
pamhines3@gmail.com or (805) 701-1824.

Sunday Fellowship
Refreshments
Our Sunday Refreshments Team
needs additional members. Each
team serves one month quarterly and
training is provided.
Please contact Jody Tiefel:
(805) 405-3785
jodytiefel@hotmail.com

Work Day
Join us October 13, to help with
some
general
maintenance
around Bethany’s campus. Areas
of maintenance scheduled for
October’s
Work
Day
are
landscaping needs, tree trimming,
plumbing repairs, painting, and
adjustments to hydraulic door
closers.
Questions?
Contact Bob Amstutz: (310) 383-4454

If you’re interested in serving in another area of
ministry at Bethany, here are those you can contact:
Facilities
Bob Amstutz: (310) 383-4454 or b1amstutz@aol.com
Kitchen
Andrea Graves: andrea_graves@roadrunner.com
Jeri Tolle: jrtol@aol.com
Missions & Outreach
Bob & Kari Amstutz:
b1amstutz@aol.com or rtamstutz@aol.com
Family Hour
Telly Chi: tellychi@gmail.com
Eli Palomares: elipalomares78@gmail.com
Communion
Barbara Ward: Barbara@bethanyto.org
Ushers
Dennis Papenhausen: bdchig@hotmail.com
Greeters
Church Office: info@bethanyto.org
Please contact the office if you have questions:

Bethany Church on the Hill
Children’s Ministry is in
need of substitute preschool
teachers and helpers for
Sunday
mornings.
Our
preschool
class
meets
during the Sunday morning
worship time, 10:30 am—12:00 pm. If you have a
desire to serve families and a love for children, this
area of ministry may be your niche! Training and
materials are provided. Please contact Jim Hines for
information and details: jimhines56@gmail.com or
(805) 320-1780.

info@bethanyto.org or (805) 495-7029
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A Ministry of Encouragement

"For I have derived much joy and comfort from
your love, my brother, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through you,"
The Apostle Paul to Philemon - Philemon 1:7.
So many are faithfully interceding for Beth Quinn
in prayer. Knowing the Father is being appealed to
by His people on her behalf is an incredible
encouragement to Beth's heart!
A Special Email Address
If you would like to write a note to Beth expressing
your love for her, testifying of her devotion to the
Savior that blesses all those around her, and for
her ministry in your life and in the life of our
church, we have a special email for this
purpose: prayersforbethquinn@gmail.com

Our Prayer Team is in room
201 following Sunday service
to pray individually with you.
Requests shared in this
setting are
held confidential.
If you have a prayer
request, fill out a Prayer
Request form located in
the Worship Center chair
pockets, place it in the
offering bag or leave it in
the Church office. Also,
you may send your request
directly to Theresa Roberts at:
crazy4kees@sbcglobal.net
These requests are distributed via e-mail weekly or
sooner if the request is urgent.

As she is able, Beth will read the emails and we
trust God that her heart will be refreshed by the
words of His people and the testimony of God's
grace seen in her life and ministry.
Special Notes

Estudio Bíblico cada dos Viernes a las 7 pm.
(Bible Study every other Friday at 7 pm)

Lance will continue providing updates about
Beth's treatments and prayer requests via
Facebook and the church website. Because many
letters may be received, Beth may not be able to
respond to each. Pray that every letter will be a
fountain of joy to Beth and ultimately bring Jesus
Christ worship and glory.

Servicio de Adoración Comenzando el Domingo,
30 de Septiembre a las 10:30 a.m.
(Worship Service beginning Sunday,
September 30 at 10:30 am)

Sergio Payeras (323) 229-5617
spayeras@gmail.com

Beth is feeling stronger and is currently planning
and preparing meals for her family. However,
should the need arise for meals in the future, we’ll
be sure to let you know!

Adrian Medina (818) 232-2007
adrian@bethanyto.org

To help with medical expenses, please make your
contributions at:

Membership candidates get-togethers will be
forming this month. If you are interested in
becoming a committed member of Bethany
Church
on
the
Hill,
please
email
jimhines56@gmail.com. Please
include
any
questions you may have about Bethany’s
membership process.

.com/beth-quinns-medical-fund
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to
reach out to Jim Hines: (805) 320-1780 or
jimhines56@gmail.com.
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Bethany Church on the Hill
200 W. Bethany Court
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
Phone: (805) 495-7029
www.BethanyTo.org
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