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The Blessings of Studying Godôs Word Together 

On Wednesday mornings, 6am, a group of faithful men led by Pastor 
Lance gather to study theology.  What?  Getting up early is one 
thing, but to study ñtheology,ò that just sounds crazy.  But, I wouldnôt 
trade that time with those men for anything.  Iôve had the privilege of 
sitting in on this study since Fall 2017.  The rich doctrine weôve dug 
deep into, the strengthening bonds of friendship forged over time, 
the shared prayers and petitions, these all have enriched my heart 
and life as a man who wants to grow and change. 

Weôve all heard the multitude of cries for personal time in the Word 
and prayer.  Rightly so.  However, let me cry out to you all for 
another discipline of graceðstudying Godôs Word together with the 
same group of men or women over a long period of time.  Digging 
into Godôs Word personally is of great benefit.  Learning along with 
other believers is of great benefit and blessing, as well.  The 
questions and ñah-haôsò can be shared; the smile and laughter (yes, 
that can happen before 7am) fill the heart; the tightening of the 
bonds of friendship in Christ are encouraged and deepened.   

The connections to other believers are one of the huge blessings of 
salvationðwe are saved into Christ, and into His body.  Our studies, 
classes and small groups/FLOCKS are where we see those 
connections truly and in real-time play out. 

Let me encourage you to ñget plugged intoò one of these groups at 
Bethany.  Commit to one for a long period of time: good things donôt 
happen overnight, they take time and perseverance.  Commit to the 
same group of people over time and learn to practice, to a greater 
degree, the ñone anothers.ò  Truly, this is where you will gain a 
greater joy in learning new things about our great God and the life 
found in Him, together with His family! 

Gratefully serving Him . . . thankful for you all! 
 
Your brother, 

Pastor Chris Bruynzeel 

 The Pastorôs Pen 
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FROM THE MISSIONS TEAM: 


