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HOLY LIVING in the HOME
Scriptural Encouragement for Couples & Families 
Bethany Bible Church Family Conference 
Nov 7-10, 2019 
Pastor Todd Murray from Grace Immanuel Bible Church

Todd Murray is the Pastor of Family Ministries at Grace 
Immanuel Bible Church (GIBC) in Jupiter, Florida. Pastor 
Murray trains and shepherds families at GIBC and leads 
Legacy of Grace (LOG), a ministry of marriage and family 
discipleship whose goal is to develop and strengthen 
God-glorifying families by regularly providing biblical 
parenting and marriage enrichment classes. The confer-
ence is free. Childcare will be available for a nominal fee 
to families who request care on their registration.

We’re excited to have you with us to be equipped and 
inspired with a fresh vision of God’s purpose for couples 
and families.
• Thursday, November 7, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 
• Friday, November 8, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 
• Saturday, November 9, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 
On Sunday, November 10, we invite you to join us at our 
morning Worship Service as Pastor Todd Murray leads 
us in worship and preaches. In the evening, Pastor Todd 
Murray will present a concert with original music.
 
Schedule: 
Thursday Night Session 1
God’s Original and Ultimate Design 
Gen. 2-3; Eph. 5:22-33
 
Friday Night  Session 2
Understanding Your Role in Marriage 1 Peter 3:1-7 
 
Saturday Session 3
A Couple’s Wise and Gentle Communication 
Eph 4:25-32; various 
Session 4  God’s Priorities for Children Eph 6:1-3
Session 5  God’s Priorities for Parents Eph 6:4 
Session 6  Solomon’s Handbook for Parents Prov. 1-9
 
Sunday, 10:30 AM Session 7
The God-Fearing Home Ps. 128 
 
Sunday, 6 PM Concert 

Todd Murray is the Pastor of Family Ministries at Grace 
Immanuel Bible Church in Jupiter, Florida, where he also 
serves as a member of the faculty of The Expositor’s 
Seminary.  Todd is a graduate of Moody Bible Insti-
tute and Moody Graduate School. He is the author of 
Beyond Amazing Grace: Timeless Wisdom from the Let-
ters, Hymns, and Sermons of John Newton and co-au-
thor of Love Beyond Degree: The Astounding Grace of 
God in the Prophecies of Hosea. He and his wife Tandy 
are blessed to be the parents of five children and four 
grandchildren. 



Session 1
God’s Original and Ultimate Design 
Gen. 2-3; Eph. 5:22-33

Two Profound Reminders Concerning God’s Purposes in 
Establishing Marriage 

1. God’s Original Design for Marriage before Sin
     (Gen. 2-3)

 A. Marital Roles Were Established by the Order
     of Creation 

 B. Marital Roles Are Modeled after the 
      Relationships within the Trinity 

2. God’s Ultimate Design for Marriage after Sin 
    (Eph. 5:22-33)

 A. To Reflect Christ’s Loyal Love for the Church 

 B. To Reflect the Church’s Loyal Submission to
      Christ 

Session 2
Understanding Your Role in Marriage 1Peter 3:1-7 
 
1. A Wife’s Gentle, Fearless Submission (3:1-6) 
 
 A. The Continual Call to Submission (vs. 1a) 
 
 B. The Gospel Witness of Submission (vs. 1b-2) 
 
 C. The Inner Beauty of Submission (vs. 3-4) 
 
 D. The Holy Models of Submission (vs. 5-6) 

2. A Husband’s Thoughtful, Honoring Leadership (3:7) 

 A. Exercise Authority with Careful Knowledge of
      Their Wife (7a) 
 
 B. Exercise Authority with Humble Honor for
      Their Wife (7b)  
 
C. Exercise Authority with Sober Fear of 
      Their Lord (7c)



 Session 3
A Couple’s Wise and Gentle Communication
Eph. 4:25-32; various   

1. Cultivating Biblical Communication in Your Marriage 
Eph 4:25-32

• Communicate Honestly (vs. 25)  
 Active and passive deceit
 Minimizing/exaggerating

• Communicate Graciously (vs. 26-32)
 Without sinful anger (vs. 26-27; 31)
 Without unwholesomeness (vs. 29a; cf 5:4)
 With edification and blessing as the goal 
 (vs. 29b)
 With kindness (vs. 32)

 A. The Blessings of Righteous Speech  
 
The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life… (Prov. 
10:11)

The mouth of the righteous flows with wisdom,
But the perverted tongue will be cut out.
The lips of the righteous bring forth what is acceptable,
But the mouth of the wicked what is perverted. (Prov. 
10:31-32)

A man has joy in an apt answer,
And how delightful is a timely word! (Prov. 15:23)

But pleasant words are pure (Prov. 15:26b)
Righteous lips are the delight of kings,
And he who speaks right is loved. (Prov. 16:13)

The heart of the wise instructs his mouth
And adds persuasiveness to his lips.
Pleasant words are a honeycomb,
Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 
(Prov. 16:23-24)

Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
And those who love it will eat its fruit. (Prov. 18:21)

Like apples of gold in settings of silver
Is a word spoken in right circumstances? (Prov. 25:11)

There is gold and an abundance of jewels;
But the lips of knowledge are a more precious thing. 
(Prov. 20:15)

She opens her mouth in wisdom, And the teaching of 
kindness is on her tongue. (Prov. 31:26)



 B. The Sin of Non-Communication (Not “quiet,”
      it’s selfishness and laziness) 

 He who separates himself seeks his own desire,

 He quarrels against all sound wisdom. 

 (Prov. 18:1)

 All the “one another’s” of the New Testament

 C. The Sin of Over-Communication 
      (Failure to listen) 

 The wise of heart will receive commands, 

 But a babbling fool will be ruined. (Prov. 10:8)

 When there are many words, transgression is

 unavoidable, 

 But he who restrains his lips is wise. (Prov. 10:19)

 A prudent man conceals knowledge,

 But the heart of fools proclaims folly. (Prov. 12:23)

 The one who guards his mouth preserves his life;

 The one who opens wide his lips comes to ruin

 (Prov. 13:3)

 The beginning of strife is like letting out water,

 So abandon the quarrel before it breaks out

 (Prov. 17:14)

 Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered

 wise; When he closes his lips, he is considered 

 prudent. (Prov. 17:28)

 A fool does not delight in understanding,

 But only in revealing his own mind. (Prov. 18:2)

 He who gives an answer before he hears,

 It is folly and shame to him. (Prov. 18:13)

 He who guards his mouth and his tongue, 

 Guards his soul from troubles. (Prov. 21:23)



 D. The Sin of Dishonest Speech—lying, 
      deception silence/evasion, broken promises,
      exaggeration, minimization 

 • About Oneself:

 He who conceals his transgressions will not 
 prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes
 them will find compassion. (Prov. 28:13)

 He who winks the eye causes trouble 
 (Prov. 10:10a)

 He who guards his mouth and his tongue,
 Guards his soul from troubles. (Prov. 21:23)
 
 • About others (slander)

 He who conceals hatred has lying lips, 
 And he who spreads slander is a fool.
 (Prov. 10:18)

 Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD,
 But those who deal faithfully are His delight. 
 (Prov. 12:22)

 He who goes about as a slanderer reveals 
 secrets, Therefore, do not associate with a 
 gossip. (Prov. 20:19)

 A worthless man digs up evil,
 While his words are like scorching fire.
 A perverse man spreads strife,
 And a slanderer separates intimate friends. 
 (Prov. 16:27-28)

 A rascally witness makes a mockery of justice,
 And the mouth of the wicked spreads iniquity.
 (Prov. 19:28)

 Do not be a witness against your neighbor
 without cause, And do not deceive with your l
 lips. (Prov. 24:28)

 He who hates disguises it with his lips,
 But he lays up deceit in his heart. (Prov. 26:24)



 E. The Sin of Harsh Speech: anger, sarcasm
      insults, name-calling, withering criticism

 There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of

 a sword,

 But the tongue of the wise brings healing.

 (Prov.12:18)

 A gentle answer turns away wrath,

 But a harsh word stirs up anger.

 The tongue of the wise makes knowledge 

 acceptable,

 But the mouth of fools spouts folly. (Prov. 15:1-2)

 A soothing tongue is a tree of life,

 But perversion in it crushes the spirit. (Prov. 15:4)

 The heart of the righteous ponders how to 

 answer,

 But the mouth of the wicked pours out evil

 things. (Prov. 15:28)

 He who restrains his words has knowledge,

 And he who has a cool spirit is a man of 

 understanding (Prov. 17:27)

 For lack of wood, the fire goes out

 And where there is no whisperer, contention

 quiets down.

 Like charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire,

 So is a contentious man to kindle strife. 

 (Prov. 26:20-21)

 Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?

 There is more hope for a fool than for him. 

 (Prov. 29:20)

 The whole Law is fulfilled . . . in the statement,  

 “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

 YOURSELF.” But if you bite and devour one

 another, take care that you are not consumed by

 one another. (Gal. 5:14-15) 

 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet 

 does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own

 heart, this man’s religion is worthless. 

 (James 1:26)

 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless 



 evil and full of deadly poison. With it, we bless

 our Lord and Father, and with it, we curse men,

 who have been made in the likeness of God;

 from the same mouth come both blessing and 

 cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to  

 be this way. (James 3:8-10) 

2. Restoring Biblical Communication in Marriage 
    (Ephesians 4:32)

 A. Communication can be restored by 
      overlooking a spouse’s sin

 • Overlooking is based on God’s mercy toward
 sinners, not sinful fear.

 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His 

 kindness and tolerance and patience, not 

 knowing that the kindness of God leads you to

 repentance? (Rom. 2:4)

 God . . . endured with much patience vessels of

 wrath prepared for destruction? (Rom. 9:22)

 A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger,

 And it is his glory to overlook a transgression. 

 (Prov. 19:11)

 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,

 showing tolerance for one another in love 

 (Eph. 4:2)

 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy

 and beloved, put on a heart of compassion,

 kindness, humility, gentleness and, patience . . .

 (Col. 3:12)

 • The “Big and little” fallacy

 B. Communication can be restored by 
      addressing a spouse’s sin

 • Confrontation is based on God’s mercy toward
 sinners, not sinful anger. 

 • Before you address your spouse’s sin 

 



 • Acknowledge you own sinful desires that ma
    have contributed to the breakdown of conflict
    to the Lord and your spouse 
    (Matt. 7:1ff.; James 4:1ff.)

 • Distinguish between real sin and mere 
     differences

 • Distinguish between confrontation motivated
    by mercy and confrontation motivated by
    anger. Founded in God’s merciful conviction o
    our sin through the gospel.

 • Prepare to address them with gentleness and
    humility (Matt. 5:23; Gal. 6:1-2; 2 Thess. 3:15)

 C. Communication can be restored by receiving
      correction from your spouse

 He is on the path of life who heeds instruction,

 But he who ignores reproof goes astray. 

 (Prov. 10:17)

 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge,

 But he who hates reproof is stupid. (Prov. 12:1)

 Poverty and shame will come to him who 

 neglects discipline, But he who regards reproof

 will be honored. (Prov. 13:18)

 A fool rejects his father’s discipline, 

 But he who regards reproof is sensible. 

 (Prov. 15:5)

 Grievous punishment is for him who forsakes the

 way;  He who hates reproof will die. (Prov. 15:10)

 He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof 

 Will dwell among the wise. 

 He who neglects discipline despises himself, 

 But he who listens to reproof acquires 

 understanding (Prov. 15:31-32)

 Understanding is a fountain of life to one who

 has it,  But the discipline of fools is folly. 

 (Prov. 16:22)



 Listen to counsel and accept discipline, 

 That you may be wise the rest of your days. 

 (Prov. 19:20)

 Cease listening, my son, to discipline, 

 And you will stray from the words of knowledge. 

 (Prov. 19:27)

 He who rebukes a man will afterward find more

 favor than he who flatters with the tongue.

 (Prov. 28:23) 

 A man who hardens his neck after much reproof 

 Will suddenly be broken beyond remedy. 

 (Prov. 29:1)

 D. Communication can be restored by forgiving
      your sinful spouse 

 • Forgiveness is the unconditional 
    relinquishing of one’s right to personal 
    revenge or payment from those who wrong us
    based on God’s lavish forgiveness of our sins.

 • Whether they acknowledge their sin or not,
    forgive them!

 • Forgiveness is absorbing the debt the 
    offender incurred.

 • Forgiveness is NOT:
  - The ability to “forgive and forget”
  - Minimizing sin
  - Condoning sin
  - Sudden warm feelings of affection
  - Equal to trust
   .  Forgiveness and love are 
      unconditional and unearned 
   . Trust is conditional and earned
      (or lost)
  - Synonymous with reconciliation
   . Forgiveness is unconditional
     and unearned (a “solo”)
   . Reconciliation is conditional 
     and earned (a “duet”)



 E. Communication can be restored by 
     reconciling with a sinful spouse

 • Reconciliation is based on God’s reconciling u
    through Christ (2 Cor. 5:18-19)

 • The goal of seeking and granting forgiveness
    is for the restoration of a relationship and the 
    requisite trust. (2 Tim. 4:15)

 
Session 4
God’s Priorities for Children Ephesians 6:1-3

Parenting: The Big Picture
Two priorities for children’s relationship with their
parents—Eph. 6:1-3

Priority #1: Obedient Action in Response to a Parent’s 
God-given Authority 

 A. Command: “Children, obey your parents in
      the Lord” (cf. Col. 3:20 “in all things”).

 • Obedience—listening with a view to 
    submission 

 B. Reason: “For this is right” (cf. Col. 3:20 “For  
     this is well-pleasing in His sight”).

 • Obedience is “right” in the sight of God

 • Disobedience is condemned by God:
  . Rom. 1:30—mark of man’s moral 
    depravity  
  . 2 Tim. 3:2—disobedient children are a
      sign of the difficult “last days” 
  . 1 Tim. 1:9—children who murder their
     parents contrary to God’s law

 • Train your children that because of God’s 
   command, the first time that you speak a
   command, they must obey. 

 • Avoid an early warning system or countdown
   method: “I’m gonna count to three! 
   One, two, three…” 



 • Avoid repeating a command multiple times: 
   “Come to Mommy…Come to Mommy, I said   
   come to Mommy NOW!!!”

 • Avoid giving a command followed by seeking
   your child’s approval: “Let’s stop hitting your
   sibling, OK?”  Replace “… OK?” with, “Do you
   hear or understand Mommy?”

“Obedience is doing what you are asked without chal-

lenge, delay or excuse”  - Tedd Tripp, “Shepherding a 

Child’s Heart”

Priority #2: Honoring Attitude in Response to a Parent’s 
God-given Authority 

 A. Command: “Honor your father and mother 
      (which is the first commandment with a 
      promise).” 

 • Honor – a loving, respect that holds a parent’s
    delegated authority in high regard.

 • Outward manifestations of this inward attitude. 
  - Eye contact with you and other adults  
    authority figures
  - Respectful words choices and tone 
    of voice
  - Honoring facial expression/body 
    language
  - Attentive listening
   - Soft hearted submission & compliance
  - Tender relinquishing of their desires 

 B. Reason “So that it may be well with you an
      that you may live long on the earth.”

 Paul quotes Ex. 20:12 and Deut. 5:16 as a 
 summary of the rewards and benefits and 
 protection of obedience. This is not a law of
 longevity. Nor does it mean that all childhood
 sickness or death is the result of sin. Contrast
 Prov. 30:17!



Session 5
God’s Priorities for Parents Ephesians 6:4

Parenting: The Big Picture
Two priorities for a parent’s relationship with their 
children—Eph. 6:4

Priority #1

“Fathers, do not provoke 
your children to anger” 

Eph 6:4a

“Fathers, do not exasper-
ate your children so that 
they will not lose heart.” 

Col. 3:21

Priority #2: 

“But bring them up” 
Eph. 6:4b

Literally, “feed them, 
nourish them” Rear them 
tenderly. Bring them to 

maturity. 

In the discipline 
of the Lord

Training of all 
kinds, including, 

but not limited to 
correction. 

In the instruction 
of the Lord

Verbally placing 
truth into the mind



Priority #1: Avoid Sinful Provocation and 
Discouragement of Your Children

 Fathers, do not provoke your children to 
 anger (cf. Col. 3:21 do not exasperate your  
 children, so that they will not lose heart.)

 • Provoke = Goading them into perpetual 
   resentment 

 • 25 Ways to Provoke Your Children to Anger*
 1. Lack of marital harmony
 2. Establishing a child-centered home
 3. Modeling sinful anger
 4. Consistently disciplining in anger
 5. Scolding
 6. Being inconsistent with discipline
 7. Having double standards
 8. Being legalistic
 9. Not admitting when you are wrong
 10. Constantly finding fault
 11. Reversing the God-given husband and 
       wife roles
 12. Not listening to the Child’s opinion or side 
       of the story
 13. Comparing them to others
 14. Not having time to talk
 15. Not praising the child
 16. Failing to keep promises
 17. Correcting him/her in front of others
 18. Giving too much freedom
 19. Not giving enough freedom
 20. Making fun of the child
 21. Abusing them physically
 22. Calling them names
 23. Having unrealistic expectations
 24. Showing favoritism toward one child
 25. Using child training methods that are 
       not biblical

 *Taken from “The Heart of Anger” by Lou Priolo

Priority #2 Pursue Tender Nurture of Your Children

 But bring them up in the discipline and 
 instruction of the Lord.

 • Bring them up - Literally means “to feed or
   nourish” (cf. Eph. 5:29) Metaphorically – “to
   care for,” develop with painstaking care, “to
   bring to maturity” Fathers NOTE: This is NOT
   strictly a feminine trait! 



 A. Bring them up by Training 
 Training of all types by various means:
 instruction, rules, modeling, rewards.

 1. Proactive Teaching
 • Waiting/Self-control
 • Eating/manners
 • Naps and bedtime
 • Communication (speaking vs. screaming, 
    polite words)
 • Helping with chores
 • Inside/outside behaviors (running vs. walking)
 • Caring for other’s property
 • Sharing and Self-control
 • Preferring others (prayer for other’s needs)
 • Repeating an event following the rod 

 2. Correction and Chastisement
 • Reserved for disobedience, defiance, and
    dishonoring behavior
 • Not for immaturity, confusion, irrationality
 • Begin as soon as they are old enough to 
    disobey

 B. Instruction
 • Admonish = to verbally place God’s truth into
    the mind

 • Tragic examples of failure to train children: 
  - Eli—1 Sam. 3:13
  - David—1 Kings 1:5-6
 
 • Encouraging examples of diligence to train
    children: 
  - Lois and Eunice—2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14-15 
  - Israel—Deut. 6:4ff.
  - Asaph—Ps. 78:1-8 
  - Godly Elders in the Church—1 Tim. 3:4

Proverbs on the Use of the Rod

 The rod is necessary because of children’s sinful
 nature

 A rod is for the back of him who lacks 
 understanding. (Prov. 10:13)

 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod for his back.
 (Prov. 14:3)

 Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child;
 The rod of discipline will remove it far from him.
 (Prov. 22:15)

 A whip is for the horse, a bridle for the donkey,  



 And a rod for the back of fools.  (Prov. 26:3)

The rod teaches that sin leads to suffering!

The rod is necessary because of a parent’s sinful 
reluctance  

 He who withholds his rod hates his son, But he
 who loves him disciplines him diligently.
 (Prov. 13:24)

 Do not hold back discipline from the child,
 Although you strike him with the rod, He will not
 die. You shall strike him with the rod and rescue
 his soul from Sheol. (Prov. 23:13-14)

The rod is necessary because of the consequences

 Discipline your son while there is hope, And do
 not desire his death. (Prov. 19:18)

 The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child
 who gets his own way brings shame to his 
 mother.  (Prov. 29:15)

 Correct your son, and he will give you comfort;  
 He will also delight your soul.  (Prov. 29:17)

Common Problems with the Use of the Rod
 • Waiting too late for discipline
 • Parental anger/lack of love
 • Too much force     
 • Not enough force
 • Inconsistency 
 • Failing to include instruction
 • Child’s fear    
 • No confession/acknowledgement of sin
 • Release for parental frustration, rather than
    loving correction
 • Failing to represent God’s authority/offense in
    the process
 • Failing to show affection and reconcile 
    afterward

Suggestions When Using the Rod
**From “Parenting for Life” Grace Community Church

 The goal of biblical discipline is to correct, not
 merely to punish; to clear the conscience and be
 reconciled with God and others. These things
 are true of both chastisement and negative 
 consequences.

 “Let it [the rod] be reserved, at least in its more
 serious forms, for wilfulness. It is medicine, not



 food; the remedy for the occasional diseases of
 the constitution, not the daily regimen for life
 and nourishment. And to convert medicine into
 daily food, gradually destroys it remedial  
 qualities.”  Charles Bridges, Proverbs p. 430 

 When a child willfully defies a parent, the 
 parents are God’s instrument of correction so
 that the child knows his choice was wrong an
 against God’s will. However, God does not tell
 parents how to practically apply discipline in all
 cases. The following suggestions may be helpful
 as you learn to apply the principles of biblical
 discipline lovingly, effectively, and prayerfully in
 your home.

Calmly examine the nature of the offense in your own 
mind.  Was the offense rebellious? Defiant?
 • Were clear directions given and obeyed 
    without challenge, excuse, or delay?
 • Was stubbornness demonstrated with pouting,
    grumbling, or sulking? Was the child saying
    “no” with his body language? Ask proper
    questions to determine what they intended to
    convey with their body language (Prov. 18:13) 
    (Be careful not to confuse momentary 
    disappointment or sorrow with defiance.)
 • Was a disrespectful or dishonoring 
    comment made?
 • Was there a contrary spirit in general? 
 • Was lying involved?

 If you are convinced that there was rebellion
 or defiance, most likely a spanking is required
  (Prov. 15:10a) unless there are other mitigating
 factors (i.e. immaturity, grace). If a spanking isn’t
 necessary, substitute an appropriate negative
 consequence in this process.

Require the child to acknowledge his guilt and accept 
responsibility for his foolish choice.
 • Ask him what choice he should have made.
 • Ask him if what he did was right or wrong in
    God’s eyes.
 • Call him to repentance and pray that God
    would bring true repentance to pass.  He
    needs to understand he has offended God.

Administer the chastisement calmly and thoroughly.
 • Don’t spank in such a way that would injure
    the child. Corporal punishment should be
    moderate, reasonable, and age-appropriate.
 • The discipline needs to be thorough enough
     to cause reflection and sorrow that may bring
    change.



 • Spank the proper area so safety is maintained.
 • In general, children should as much as is 
    possible be chastised privately. Be especially
    careful to avoid disciplining the child in a 
    public setting.
 • Remember, the goal is not punishment but
    correction so that he will repent, not repeat
    the offense (2 Peter 2:22; Prov. 26:11).

Follow the chastisement with instruction, teaching, 
training, and prayer (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
 • Discuss what to do the next time a similar
    situation occurs. What could he have done
    instead, and why?
 • Remind your child that you desire to come
    alongside and help him.
 • This can be a special time of comfort and
    prayer, asking God to work in his heart.
 • Instruct him to sincerely ask God and other
    appropriate people for forgiveness, and to
    affirm an offended brother or sister with 
    affection, making an effort to restore the 
   relationship (Luke 11:24-26; Eph. 4:22-24).

All that you do should be a demonstration of agape 
love.
 • A gentle answer turns away wrath, But a harsh
    word stirs up anger (Prov. 15:1). 
 • The anger of man will not accomplish God’s
    purposes (James 1:20).
 • Use words that help resolve and clarify the
    problem, avoiding words and tones that attack
    the person (Eph. 4:29).
 • Do not mention the offense again, so as to use
    it against the child. If you must mention past
    offenses, do so for their good (i.e. to help
    them deal with a sinful pattern).
 • Look for an opportunity to encourage your
    child now that the issue is resolved.

Understand that though you may pray for and desire the 
correction to be complete with repentance and reconcili-
ation, sometimes it won’t be. Be patient as God works in 
the heart of the child.

Unless their reaction is severe enough to warrant new 
correction, move on. Look for other opportunities to talk 
with your child apart from this specific conflict in order 
to understand the true condition of his heart (Prov. 4:23; 
20:5). Pray for wisdom; God will provide it (James 1:5).



Our responsibility before God is to administer correction 
under His authority, accurately reflecting the manner 
in which He chastises His beloved sons in love. Biblical 
correction can only be administered in a context of love; 
anything else is not biblical correction. It may be disci-
pline, or it may have a correcting influence, but it is not 
biblical correction. It is not obedient to the command of 
God.

Bruce Ray from Withhold Not Correction

Recommended Resources

Parenting for Life 
https://www.gracebooks.com/ISBN/303

Shepherding a Child’s Heart
Tedd Tripp
Shepherd Press

The Faithful Parent
Stuart Scott & Martha Peace
P&R Publishers

Withhold Not Correction
Bruce Ray
P&R Publishing

Disciplines of a Godly Family
Kent & Barbara Hughes
Crossway Publishing 

Duties of Parents
J.C. Ryle

Hints for Parents
Gardiner Spring
Shepherd Press



Session 6
Solomon’s Handbook for Parenting Proverbs 1-9

1. Treasure the rich blessing of your parent’s counsel: 
 - 1:8
 - 2:1-2 
 - 3:1, 11-12, 21 
 - 4:1-4, 10, 20-21
 - 5:1, 7, 20
 - 6:1, 3, 20
 - 7:1-4 
 - 8:32

Contrast the voice/influence of so-called friends and 
peers:
 • Those with ungodly opinions – Ps. 1:1; 
    Prov. 14:7; 28:26 (Choose those who want to
    learn God’s truth about everything)

 • Those with proud, self-boasting speech-
     Prov. 6:17 (Choose those who rejoice in the
    successes of others)

 • Those with contempt for authority and 
    correction – Prov. 1:7; 5:12; 10:8, 17; 12:15;
    14:16; 15:5; 17:10; 18:2; 26:12 (Choose those
    who learn the value of instruction and 
    submission)

 • Those with deceitful hearts and speech-  
    Prov. 6:17; 10:18; 19:1  (Choose those who are
    truthful and admit faults)

 • Those with destructive plans – Prov. 1:10-19;
    4:14-17; 6:17; 10:23 (Choose those who refuse
    to harm people or property)

 • Those with uncontrolled anger – Prov. 20:3;
    22:24-25; 29:11(Choose those who learn to
    subdue sinful emotions)

 • Those with a heart of revenge – Prov. 22:10
    (Choose those who can forgive and be 
    merciful)

 • Those with a gossiping or flattering tongue –
    Prov. 10:18; 20:19 (Choose those who protect
    the reputation of others)

 • Those with no self-control or convictions –
    Prov. 5:6; 17:24; 24:21; 25:19 (Choose those
    who are becoming more stable and 
    predictable)

 • Those with a love of foolishness – Prov. 13:16;



    14:24; 17:12; 26:11 (Choose those who love
    learning principles for wise living)

2. Perceive the real truth about power and wealth: 
Proverbs 1:10-33 (see also 8:1-36 and 9:1-6)
 • What the world enticingly offers (1:10-14)

 • What the world truly delivers (1:15-19)

 • Lady Wisdom’s call to the Worldly (1:20-33) 
  - The sad “Back-story” (1:20-25)
  - The terrifying future-story (1:26-31)
  - The profound summary (1:32-33)

3. Expend great effort to learn what pleases God: 
Proverbs 2:1-22
 • Effort expended (Prov. 2:1-4; 4:1-9)

 • Effort rewarded (Prov. 2:5-19; 4:10-17)

 • Profound summary (Prov. 2:20-22; 4:18-19)

 • Asking the Hard Questions about 
    Media/Social Media 
  - Is this media portal an opportunity for
    evil? (Ps. 101:3)
  - Will this content appeal to my flesh?
    (Rom. 13:14)
  - Could Satan use this technology to
    weaken me? (2 Cor. 2:11; Eph. 6:11-12)
  - Does this innocent entertainment rob
    me of time to serve where God asks
    me? (family, friends, church, school,
    community—1 Tim 4:7)
  - Would I be ashamed of my texts,
    phone conversations, and emails if my
    parents or pastors knew the content?
    (Num. 32:23; Prov. 28:13; Matt. 10:26;
    Eph. 5:12; Heb. 4:13)
  - Am I using digital communication for
    vain conceit and pride? (Phil. 2:3) 

4. Place your full trust in God, not yourself: 
Proverbs 3:1-35
 • Trust God’s direction (Prov. 3:1-10)
 
 • Trust God’s discipline (Prov. 3:11-12)

 • Rewards of that trust (Prov. 3:13-26)

 • The implications of that trust 
   (Prov. 3:27-35; 4:20-27)



5. Perceive the real truth about moral impurity: 
Proverbs 5:1-23
 • Don’t glamorize the true character of an 
    adulterer (Prov. 5:1-6; 6:20-26; 7:1-21)

 • Don’t minimize the painful consequences of
   adultery (Prov. 5:7-14; 6:27-35; 7:22-27)

 • Don’t compromise the real thrill of purity
    (Prov. 5:15-23)
  - Constantly Treasure God’s Truth
    2:1-12a, 5:1-2; 7, 6:20-24, 7:1-5; 24
  - Utterly Avoid Tempting People and
    Places 5:8, 6:25, 7:6-9; 25
  - Wisely Discern the Truth about the
     Seductress 2:16-17, 5:3-6, 6:24,  
    7:10-21; 26-27
  - Seriously Consider the Devastation
    Caused by Sin 2:18-19, 5:9-14, 
    5:21-23, 6:27-35, 7:22-27
  - Completely Trust God’s Plan for 
    Sinless Pleasure 5:15-20

6. Recognize the imminent danger of procrastination: 
Proverbs 6:1-11 

Avoid the habits and character of the sluggard’s 
presumptuous life 
 • He delays beginning a job because he is 
   dishonest.

 “I can’t because…” (Prov. 26:13 & 22:13)

 • He delays beginning a job because he is
   self-indulgent. 

 “I’m too tired, I’ll do it later” 
 (Prov. 26:14 & 6:6-10)

 • He delays completing a job because he is lazy.
   (Prov. 26:15 & 19:24)

 • He defends his inaction because he is proud.
   (Prov. 26:16)

Avoid the frightening consequences of the sluggard’s 
presumptuous life
 • He suffers unemployment (Prov. 10:26; 12:24)

 • He suffers hunger (Prov. 19:15; 20:4)

 • He suffers unfulfilled cravings (Prov. 13:4;
   21:25-26)

 



 • He suffers unnecessary hindrances
    (Prov. 15:19; 18:9)

 • He suffers sudden, unexpected poverty 
   (Prov. 24:30-34; 6:11; 20:13; 2 Thess. 3:6-13)

7. Pursue the humility of a teachable heart: 
Proverbs 9:7-12

 
Session 7
The God-Fearing Home Psalms 128

The psalmist provides three fundamental insights into 
the blessings of God on marriage and family.

1. The Prerequisite of those who receive God’s Blessing 
(vs. 1)

 A. They fear God (vs. 1a)

 B. They obey God (vs. 1b)

2. The Description of God’s Blessing on the Home 
(vs. 2-4)

 A. Blessings in their work (vs. 2)

 B. Blessings in their marriage (vs. 3a)

 C. Blessings in their family (vs. 3b)

 D. Reiteration of the prerequisite for such 
      blessing (vs. 4)

3. The Scope of God’s blessing beyond the home 
(vs. 5-6)

 A. The source of such blessing (vs. 5a)

 B. The extent of such blessing (vs. 5b-6)

 • Throughout your life (vs. 5b)

 • Beyond your life (vs. 6)

 
Implications of Psalms 127 and 128
 • What do I depend on instead of God?
 
 • What do I fear instead of God?

  



“You will trust in something or someone; that’s part of 
being human. You will trust in your silos, your spouse, 
your wealth, your loved ones, your cunning, or your 
health—or you will trust in the Lord. Trust in things that 
are untrustworthy, and you are trusting in quicksand.” 

Ed Welch, “When I Am Afraid: A Step by Step Guide 
away from Fear and Anxiety”

False Trusts

Trust in Man/self

Physical Health/
Insurance

Diets/Exercise

Trust in techniques 
or methods

In Marriage
. My spouse’s ability 
to make me happy
. My ability to make 
my spouse happy

In Parenting
. Man-made systems 
with guarantees 
. Children’s external 
behavior
. Children’s excelling 
in skills

In Finances
. I can protect myself 
e.g. “workaholism”
. I am significant 
because of my 
wealth

False Fears

Fear of Man
“What will

 others think?”

Fear of sickness

Fear of death

Fear of tragedy

In Marriage
. Abandonment
. I would die without 
my spouse’s love

In Parenting
. Failure as a parent
. Influence of the 
world on my 
children
. Children repeating 
my sinful past

In Finances
. Without money I 
am vulnerable
. Without money I 
am unsuccessful




