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T h e P a s t o r ’s P e n
Dear Bethany Brothers and Sisters,
Words simply cannot express the gratitude Beth and I are
experiencing as you’ve reached out to us in the light of Beth’s
stage 4 cancer diagnosis. You have prayed, given, served, and
loved us and our family in incredible ways far beyond what we
could have ever imagined! We thank God for your generosity
and selflessness during a very difficult season for us. As I reflect
on the most trying month my wife and I have experienced in our
over 31 years of marriage, we could not have been more
ministered to by this precious flock of the Lord’s dear people!
God willing, we will continue to see His providence in giving my
wife the best care from a physical viewpoint, but we can
certainly testify that He has given us a body of believers who
have ministered to us spiritually in every potential way. Thank
you from the bottom of our hearts. May God guide all of us by
His grace and for His glory in 2018!

Pastor Lance
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T h a n k Yo u B e a u F o s t e r
In December, Beau Foster announced he would be stepping
down from Bethany Student Ministries to pursue a career in
firefighting. We wish Beau all the best as he begins the
coursework and special firefighting training. Thank you for
ministering to the youth of Bethany Church and School!
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Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.
Proverbs 16:3
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FROM THE MISSIONS TEAM:

Thank You!

We appreciate you “SEW” much.

Last November, Jody and Joel
Tiefel were thrilled to take
over 100 cushion covers and
100 wheelchair/walker bags to
a Joni and Friends Wheels for
the World outreach to the
disabled in Tacna, Peru. In
each wheelchair/walker bag
was placed a Bible in their
language as well as a book
about Joni’s life and ministry.
We also surrounded each
foam cushion we made with a
bright fabric removable cover!
Many thanks to the Bethany
ladies who donated their time,
talent, and fabric to this
mission project.

FROM THE HAITI TEAM:

Mési!

That’s Haitian Creole for “thank you.”

Bethany’s
Missions
Team
members, in coordination with
Connect2Ministries, traveled to
Haiti on December 27. During this
outreach, they are continuing
work on a special needs
orphanage and providing a VBS
for hundreds of children. The
$4,500 in proceeds from the
spectacular December garage
sale are being used to build a
church in Haiti. Your donations
and assistance made this garage
sale
fundraiser
the
most
successful to date. Also, your
sponsorships of the Haitian
children’s VBS has enabled each
child to bring home food to share
with their family: rice, beans, and
cooking oil.
The team will return January 5, so
keep them in your prayers as they
head back home. We look
forward to hearing about their
mission trip to Haiti soon!

Roof Repairs
On
January
13,
volunteers are needed to
help seal areas on
Bethany’s roof where
water may seep in. While
there has been little if any
precipitation since last
July, we may be blessed
with rain in the coming
weeks. Therefore, sealing
up problem areas now will
help
alleviate
leaks
throughout the building.
Questions?
Contact Bob Amstutz:
(310) 383-4454

Come and Serve

Volunteer to serve an evening meal at
Ventura County Rescue Mission
January 8. Those serving meet at
church to carpool. Minimum age is
Please contact Bob Amstutz to sign up.
(310) 383-4454
January 2018
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FR OM THE F IN AN C E TEAM:

Year End News!
2017 was a transition year or a
year of settling, following the
combining of Thousand Oaks
Bible Church and Bethany
Church on the Hill in late 2016.
From a financial perspective,
we had struggled in the last half
of the year with declining
attendance
and
giving.
However on a positive note, in
the past few months we are
seeing many new attendees
coming to Bethany. Additionally,
thanks to your faithful giving, on
a preliminary basis, December
giving of $83k resulted in a near
record giving for any month in
the history of Bethany, just
slightly
less
than
last
December’s record month of
$85k. With the strong finish for
the year, we were able to
eliminate the deficit and expect
to show a modest surplus in
2017.

The 2018 Budget is expected to
be completed by the time you
receive this Broadcaster. The
finance
team
and
the
Leadership Council are excited
to present the 2018 Budget,
which will show a balanced
budget and have sufficient
income to invest in the many
ministries at Bethany.
Our cash position remains
sufficient to sustain us through
any unforeseen drop in giving
or any unbudgeted major facility
repairs.
Again we are thankful for your
faithful giving in 2017. Bethany
has been blessed.

John Tolle

Finance Chairman

Annual Meeting & Luncheon
Sunday, January 28
12:15 pm to 1:45 pm

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend
Bethany Church on the Hill’s Annual Meeting and
Luncheon.
After service on January 28, we will have lunch in
the Community Room. Pre-order forms for Jersey
Mike’s Subs will be available in the lobby or church
office. A regular sub meal will be $8.00 and a mini
sub meal $6.00. Each meal includes a beverage,
chips, and dessert.
Following lunch, the Annual Meeting will take place
in the Worship Center. The various ministry leaders
at Bethany will provide a summary of their
ministry’s 2017 activities and their plans for 2018. The Finance Team
will briefly review the 2017 finances and present the 2018 budget.
Members will then vote on the 2018 budget.
Since the meeting time is limited, everyone is encouraged to attend
one of the two Budget Review Sessions at 9:00 am on either
January 14 or 21 in the Library. During these sessions, the Finance
Team will review the 2018 budget and you may ask questions.
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Bethany’s Finance Team
invites you to attend one of
two 2018 Budget Review
Sessions:
Location: Library
Time: 9:00 am
Dates: January 14 & 21
At each session, Finance
Team members will present
this year’s financial plan along
with details and explanations.
These informational sessions
are the platform where
members can ask questions
or get clarification from the
Finance Team about Bethany
Church on the Hill’s finances.
Copies of the proposed
budget will be available.
By offering these in depth
budget review sessions, our
goal is for the Annual Meeting
on January 28, to be efficient
and expedient.

Fellowship Groups at Bethany
Throughout Scripture, the Lord
used fellowship groups to provide
friendship, to care for needs, and
to help people grow spiritually.
Jesus selected twelve disciples to
travel with Him and learn from
Him. The early church met in
both temple courts and in homes
(Acts 2:46). The meetings in
homes would have been smaller
groups than the 300 who were a
part of the church at the time.
Fellowship groups still play a vital
role in the health and growth of
the church.

Bethany Church on the Hill
currently offers two Fellowship
Groups:
Cornerstone
and
Faithbuilders.
If
you’re
interested
in
joining
a
Fellowship
Group,
please
contact one of the group
leaders.
Cornerstone
Dan Maravilla: (805) 732-4971
Jim Hines: (805) 320-1780
Faithbuilders
Joel Tiefel: (805) 241-7060
Jason Spadaro: (805) 208-6189

Men’s Discipleship
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:45 am
The Old New York Deli, Camarillo
Study: The Exemplary Husband,
by Stuart Scott
Men’s Small Group
Every other Thursday night, 8:00 pm
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
487 N. Moorpark Road, Unit 3
Thousand Oaks
Women’s Gathering
One Thursday monthly, 7:00 pm
33 N. Moorpark Road
Thousand Oaks

UPCOMING EVENTS

Faithbuilders Fellowship
Faithbuilders are married and
single adults who meet together for
fellowship and edification in order
to be equipped to share the Gospel
with
others
throughout
the

Dinner & Devotions
One Friday monthly
6:00 - 8:30 pm
Dan & Dana Maravilla’s home

January

week. Currently, the group meets
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in
room 204 during Equipping Hour.
The current study is the book of
1 Corinthians.

Thursday, Jan. 4—Men’s Small Group
Saturday, Jan. 6—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, Jan 11—Women’s Gathering
Thursday, Jan. 18—Men’s Small Group
Friday, Jan. 19— Dinner & Devotions
Saturday, Jan. 20—Men’s Discipleship
February

Cornerstone Fellowship
Cornerstone
Fellowship
helps
prepare young marrieds and
families to live godly lives. The
desire of this fellowship is to
magnify the worth of Christ through
the faithful preaching and teaching
of His Word, and to encourage and
edify His people through loving
fellowship with one another.
Cornerstone has several small
group Bible studies in Thousand
Oaks that provide life-on-life
discipleship relationships, as our

members seek to apply biblical
principles in the context of
everyday
life.
For
men,
Cornerstone offers a twice
monthly small group study and
men’s discipleship. Women’s
gatherings are once a month.
Cornerstone Fellowship gathers
once monthly for dinner and
devotions.
A three-month schedule of
Cornerstone’s activities is listed to
the right.

Thursday, Feb. 1—Men’s Small Group
Friday, Feb. 2—Dinner & Devotions
Saturday Feb. 3—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, Feb. 8—Women’s Gathering
Thursday, Feb. 15—Men’s Small Group
Saturday, Feb. 17—Men’s Discipleship
March
Thursday, March 1—Men’s Small Group
Friday, March 2—Dinner & Devotions
Saturday March 3—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, March 8—Women’s Gathering
Thursday, March 15—Men’s Small Group
Saturday, March 17—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, March 29—Men’s Small Group

Text Updates
Text CORNERSTONE, CS MEN, or CS
LADIES to 43506.

Cornerstone’s January Supper
Cornerstone Fellowship will gather at the home of Dan and Dana Maravilla
on Friday, January 19, at 6:00 pm for Dinner & Devotions. A Perfect Potluck
email will be sent out soon to participants so you can sign up to bring your
favorite soup or chili. Join us as we celebrate the friendship we have through
Christ Jesus!
Contact Dan Maravilla or Jim Hines for more information.
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Women’s Discipleship
Who is an excellent wife? What is
she like? Using the woman in
Proverbs 31 as a model, trusted
Christian counselor, Martha Peace,
offers practical answers to questions
most often asked by Christian
wives. Come and be encouraged as
we read and discuss The Excellent
Wife, by Martha Peace.
The Women's Discipleship group
resumes February 7 and will meet at
7:00 pm on the first and third
Wednesdays of the month. Location
details coming soon.

Woman’s Book Club News
Our Bethany Woman's Book Club
meets quarterly to discuss an
autobiography or biography of a
great man or women of faith. The
next book selection is Susannah
Spurgeon: Free Grace and Dying
Love, by Charles Ray and
Susannah Spurgeon.
Susannah Spurgeon was the wife
of the famous nineteenth-century
Baptist preacher C.H. Spurgeon.
Much is known of her famous
husband but little is known about
the woman he adored and
affectionately called, "Wifey." This
book combines two titles to
address this imbalance: Mrs.
Spurgeon's A Carillon of Bells and The Life of Mrs. C.H.
Spurgeon by Charles Ray. A Carillon of Bells consists of twenty
-four daily meditations on selected texts of Scripture. Charles
Ray’s book is an affectionate love story that also supplies a
fascinating record of the work of Mrs. Spurgeon’s Book Fund.
Her inspiring example continues to bear fruit to this day in the
work of the Banner of Truth Trust Book Fund. The next book
club brunch will be at 10:00 am on January 27. Location to be
announced soon.
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New Women’s
Inductive Study
While many Christians know that
Psalm 119 is a monumental
passage about the Scriptures,
fewer recognize that it is also a
believer's heart-felt prayer to
God. This chapter is a precious
treasure, showing us how to
pattern our lives and thoughts
upon the Word of God and how
to respond by lifting up our souls
in prayer.
This 9-week study begins
February 12 and meets Monday
evenings at 7:00 pm or Thursday
mornings at 10:00 am.
Register on Sundays at church
or online at the women’s page
on Bethany’s website.
Text will be available soon for
pre-order at Bethany Church on
the Hill.
The Monday and Thursday study
groups will join for a Bible Study
Celebration Brunch on Saturday,
April 14, at 10:00 am.

The Power of Unceasing Prayer in Our Lives
As we begin a new year,
we should commit to a
renewed
regimen
of
prayer and of meditating
and of memorizing God's
Word. Psalm 119, as
Pastor Lance has so
exquisitely preached, has 176 verses that are such a
blessing to our personal walk in Christ. Verse 148 states:
"My eyes anticipate the night watches, that I may meditate
on Your Word." Verse 62 says: "At midnight I shall rise to
give thanks to you because of Your righteous ordinance." I
pray that this new year will be a year of prayer and
meditation like none before in your lives. I recently came
across a book about prayer that my father-in-law used in his
pulpit as a Baptist minister. It is entitled With Christ In the
School of Prayer, by Andrew Murray. This book contains 31
chapters about prayer. Can you imagine reading a textbook
about prayer? I have been so blessed by this seminary text.
I realized how little I have known about the meaning and
process and value of prayer in our lives. In chapter 31,
Andrew Murray makes five insightful conclusions about the
power of unceasing prayer in our lives:

They may be called oaks
of righteousness, the
planting of the LORD, that
He may be glorified.
Isaiah 61:3c

1)

It was the sight of the praying Jesus that made the
disciples long and ask to be taught to pray. It is the
faith of the ever praying Jesus, whose alone is the
power to pray, that teaches us truly to pray. We
know why: He who prays is our Head and our Life.
All He has is ours, and is given to us when we give
ourselves all to Him!

2)

By His blood He leads us into the immediate
presence of God The inner sanctuary is our home,
We dwell there. It is the sight of the ever-praying
Christ as our life, that enables us to pray without
ceasing.

3)

Because His priesthood is the power of an endless
life, that resurrection-life that never fades and never
fails, and because His life is our life, praying without
ceasing can become to us nothing less than the lifejoy of heaven.

4)

The highest conformity to Christ, the most blessed
participation in the glory of His heavenly life, is that
we take part in His work of intercession; He and we
live ever to pray. In the experience of our union
with Him, praying without ceasing becomes a
possibility, a reality, the holiest and most blessed
part of our holy and blessed fellowship with God.

5)

We have our abode within the veil, in the presence
of the Father what the Father says, we do. What the
Son says, the Father does. Praying without ceasing
is the earthly manifestations of heaven come down
to us, the foretaste of the life where they rest not day
nor night in the song of worship and adoration.

May you Men of Bethany more greatly cherish the precious
gift of prayer, in the blessed fellowship with God, in each
day of 2018. MAY YOU BE FOUND IN HIM! May Jeremiah
29:12-14 be our theme for prayer this new year. "In those
days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me in
earnest, you will find me when you seek me. I will be found
by you, says the Lord." The Christian songwriter, Steven
Curtis Chapman, wrote these moving lyrics to his song, "I
Am Found in You.” "So where else could I turn and where
else could I go. You have given me life and You have made
me whole. You have rescued my soul. So where else could
I go, for I am found in You!" Amen and Praise the Lord!

Charlie Davenport
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SUNDAYS AT BETHANY

Equipping Hour Ministries
MARKS of a
HEALTHY CHURCH

Fellowship Time
10:00 - 10:30
Join us for coffee
and refreshments.

Sunday | 9:00 am | Worship Center
Led by Pastor Lance Quinn
Resuming January 7

A fellowship of singles & couples
Sunday | 9:00 am | Room 204
Current study: 1 Corinthians
Led by Jason Spadaro & Joel Tiefel

Childcare for infants and toddlers
available at 9:00 and 10:30 am.

Babies [Infants - Crawlers]
Our nursery is equipped with cribs and swings as well
as exciting toys to engage curious minds.

A class for parents and children (toddler – 5th grade)
Join us for a time of fellowship, singing, and learning.
Each session ends with Table Time for a short family
devotional, dialogue, and prayer.
Sunday | 9:00 am | Community Room

Fundamentals of the Faith 
The Fundamentals of the Faith (FOF) class covers
thirteen lessons blending basic biblical truths with
personal obedience and service. Topics range from the
character of God to church participation, so it's an ideal
study for new believers or a helpful review and fresh
encouragement for even the most seasoned saints.
Sign up in the lobby or online for the next Equipping
Hour FOF session beginning soon.
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Toddlers [Walkers - 3 Years]
We welcome our toddlers with free play to ease the
transition into the classroom. Our curriculum aims to
train young children how to sit during a brief Bible
story and participate in songs that teach biblical truths.
Cry Room / Training Area
Located in our nursery lobby, we have live streaming
of the sermon and comfortable seating for any parent
wishing to keep their little one with them during
church.

Sundays at
10:30 am
Room 101
Our preschool program
encourages classroom
participation while learning Biblical truths. Each
activity is prepared with the Bible lesson in mind to
help our preschoolers remember what they have
learned.

Biblical Discipleship Counseling Training
Feb. 16 & 17 | March 16 & 17 | April 20 & 21
Beginning in February, for three weekends over three months, Bethany Church on the Hill will be hosting
a One-Eighty Counseling and Education training event!
Register now for discipleship counseling training. Thirty hours of fundamentals on how Scripture speaks to
the complex, practical problems of real life. Visit oneeightycounseling.com for more information and to
register. The early-bird discount is now extended to January 15 so register
soon! Bethany Church members also receive a discounted rate.
Volunteers are needed during each of the three weekends of the conference
for set up, hospitality, manning registration tables and a book table, and tech
management. Please stop by the One-Eighty Counseling and Education
table and sign up to serve at this event.
If you have questions, want to serve, or would like information on how to
receive your Bethany member discount, please contact Robin Mathias at
robinfmathias@gmail.com.
David Kelley is looking for a room or an apartment to rent near Bethany Church
on the Hill. The Kelley family plans to sell the Newbury Park estate of their late
father, Fred, this year and David would like to stay in the Conejo Valley rather
than move to Texas. David is a longtime church member and has been the
custodian for Bethany Church on the Hill and Bethany Christian School since
1983. He is responsible, hard working, and skilled at making all sorts of minor
repairs. If you or someone you know has a room, apartment, or guest house for
rent, please contact the church office: (805) 495-7029. Thank you!

Our Prayer Team is in room
201 following Sunday service
to pray individually with you.
Requests shared in this
setting are
held confidential.
If you have a prayer
request, fill out a Prayer
Request form, place it in the
offering bag; or leave it in
the Church office.
Also, you may send your
request directly to Theresa
Roberts at:
crazy4kees@sbcglobal.net.
These requests are distributed via e-mail weekly or
sooner if the request is urgent.

Listen
to Bethany’s radio ministry on
98.3 FM, KDAR
weekdays at 5:00 pm
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