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T h e P a s t o r ’s P e n
Dear Bethany Church,
As we move into our second month of 2018, I want to thank
you once again for your love and care for my wife, Beth, who is
undergoing cancer treatment. This is a very important month
for her, and of course for our entire family. She will have her
third immunotherapy infusion on Wednesday, February 7th,
and we presume within a few days after this, scans will be
taken in order to gauge the relative effectiveness of the current
therapy protocol. We therefore zealously covet your continued
prayers for her. We are trusting our sovereign Savior for the
providential results of these therapy infusions and are believing
that He will lead us to His perfect, wise, and good outcome.
May we all affirm the truth of Proverbs 3, leaning not on our
own human (and therefore incomplete) understanding,
acknowledging instead that it is God alone who graciously and
wonderfully directs our paths for our eternal good and His great
glory.

Pastor Lance
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In January, Myrna Starkweather announced she would be
stepping down from Bethany’s Chair of Missions. Thank you,
Myrna, for leading the Missions Team during the last six
years!

9 Opportunities to Serve

Bob and Kari Amstutz will now lead Bethany’s Missions
Team. The next Missions Team meeting is February 18 at
12:15 pm in room 201. Please RSVP to Bob Amstutz:
b1amstutz@aol.com or (310) 383-4454.
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FROM THE MISSIONS TEAM:

February Baby Bottle Campaign
Benefitting Sarah’s House Maternity Homes

Sarah’s
House
was
established in March of 1991. It
is a Christian program for
homeless expectant and single
mothers.

Tree Trimming

Their programs are designed
to establish and promote a
sense of responsibility in the
women who reside with them.
Programs
include
weekly
counseling,
classes
on
nutrition, birthing, financial
management, adoption, home
safety, single parenting, infant
care, cooking and crafts. All
classes are taught by a
combination of lay volunteers
and professionals.

February 25

The goal of Sarah’s House is
to provide residents with the tools to begin a new life, headed in a
positive direction. Each woman is guided through a series of programs
which introduces them to new problem solving techniques and prepares
them to begin making positive choices for their lives. Most importantly,
Sarah’s House seeks to show these women the love of Jesus Christ
through their love and acceptance for them.

On
February
10,
volunteers are needed
to help trim trees on
Bethany’s campus. One
big item scheduled for
February’s Work Day is
to dramatically cut/trim
the pepper tree that is
blocking the parking lot
light at east end of the
parking lot.
Questions?
Contact Bob Amstutz:
(310) 383-4454

Sarah’s House is financially supported solely through donations from
churches, individuals, fundraising, and civic organizations in the greater
Conejo, Simi and San Fernando Valleys as well as other surrounding
areas.
Stop by the Missions table in the lobby and pick up your baby bottle.
Take it to your place of work, school, and home to be filled with coin and
paper denominations. Filled bottles can be returned to Bethany the
next Sunday. Final day to return filled baby bottles is February 25.

Come and Serve

Volunteer to serve an evening meal at
Ventura County Rescue Mission
February 12. Those serving meet at
church to carpool. Minimum age is
Please contact Bob Amstutz to sign up.
(310) 383-4454
February 2018
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FR OM THE F IN AN C E TEAM :
Fundamentals of Biblical Counseling Training
Feb 16-17 | March 16-17 | April 20-21
Don’t miss this opportunity to attend our
One-Eighty Biblical Discipleship Counseling Training!
Why Biblical Discipleship Counseling Training?
Taking this course will . . .


Increase your confidence in the sufficiency and
relevancy of God’s Word to address real-life issues. (2
Tim 3:16; 2 Peter 1:3)



Promote personal change centered on the person of
Christ through the relationally rich, personal ministry of
the Word. (1 Thes. 2:7-8; 11-12)



Teach you how to identify idols of your own heart and
how God’s Word can take deeper root to bring about
needed change. (2 Cor. 5:9; Col 3:16)



Help the body of Christ to be built up as we learn to
speak gospel truth in love to one another. (Ephesians
4:15)

Biblical Counseling IS Discipleship!
Biblical discipleship counseling emphasizes a vision for the
entire church that not only impacts one another but also
the surrounding community. God calls and equips the
church to be not simply a place with biblical counseling,
but a place of biblical counseling. While it is true that
formal counseling is required when struggles of sin and
suffering reach a point of crisis, informal counseling occurs
all the time. Since we are all counselors, to one degree or
another, it is important to understand that our ‘counseling’
– whether to self or to others - is only as good as our
theology.
Online registration closes February 7th! Register online at
oneeightycounseling.com. We will have a few extra
notebooks printed for walk-in registrations on the day of
the event.
Questions? robinfmathias@gmail.com.
We hope to see you there!
“The difference between biblical counseling and any
non-Christian form of counseling is that our ultimate
hope for change doesn’t rest in a system but in a
personal Redeemer.”
Paul Tripp


3

Budget News
Again, the Finance Team wants to
thank you for your continued giving and
support through your vote of the 2018
Budget. The 2018 Budget was
approved by an overwhelming majority
of the congregational members at the
Annual Church Meeting on Sunday,
January 28. As discussed at the
Annual Meeting, the 2018 Budget is
conservative yet provides funding for
the many ministries at Bethany
sufficient to meet their goals. With the
addition of a new line item expense
category, Local Church Ministry, these
funds will be used to help support
existing ministries at Bethany or new
ministries as needs arise during the
year. Also discussed was the desire to
keep the radio ministry, Timeless Truth
Today, going beyond March. This
ministry reaches thousands of people
throughout Ventura County at a primetime slot, with in-depth expository
teaching. To continue this ministry,
financial support is needed. Please
consider supporting this ministry with
giving that is above your normal giving.

John Tolle

Finance Chairman

Fellowship Groups at Bethany
Throughout Scripture, the Lord
used fellowship groups to provide
friendship, to care for needs, and
to help people grow spiritually.
Jesus selected twelve disciples to
travel with Him and learn from
Him. The early church met in
both temple courts and in homes
(Acts 2:46). The meetings in
homes would have been smaller
groups than the 300 who were a
part of the church at the time.
Fellowship groups still play a vital
role in the health and growth of
the church.

Bethany Church on the Hill
currently offers two Fellowship
Groups:
Cornerstone
and
Faithbuilders.
If
you’re
interested
in
joining
a
Fellowship
Group,
please
contact one of the group
leaders.
Cornerstone
Dan Maravilla: (805) 732-4971
Jim Hines: (805) 320-1780
Faithbuilders
Joel Tiefel: (805) 241-7060
Jason Spadaro: (805) 208-6189

mornings at 9:00 am in room 204
during Equipping Hour.
On February 11, Faithbuilders
begins the video and discussion
series by Mark Dever and Jonathan
Leeman: Marks of a Healthy Church.

Cornerstone Fellowship
Cornerstone
Fellowship
helps
prepare young marrieds and
families to live godly lives. The
desire of this fellowship is to
magnify the worth of Christ through
the faithful preaching and teaching
of His Word, and to encourage and
edify His people through loving
fellowship with one another.
Cornerstone has several small
group Bible studies in Thousand
Oaks that provide life-on-life
discipleship relationships, as our

Men’s Discipleship
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:45 am
The Old New York Deli, Camarillo
Study: The Exemplary Husband,
by Stuart Scott
Men’s Small Group
Every other Thursday night, 8:00 pm
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
487 N. Moorpark Road, Unit 3
Thousand Oaks
Women’s Gathering
One Thursday monthly, 7:00 pm
33 N. Moorpark Road
Thousand Oaks

UPCOMING EVENTS

Faithbuilders Fellowship
Faithbuilders are married and single
adults who meet together for
fellowship and edification in order to
be equipped to share the Gospel
with
others
throughout
the
week. The group meets Sunday

Dinner & Devotions
One Friday monthly
6:00 - 8:30 pm
Dan & Dana Maravilla’s home

members seek to apply biblical
principles in the context of
everyday
life.
For
men,
Cornerstone offers a twice
monthly small group study and
men’s discipleship. Women’s
gatherings are once a month.
Cornerstone Fellowship gathers
once monthly for dinner and
devotions.
A three-month schedule of
Cornerstone’s activities is listed to
the right.

February
Thursday, Feb. 1—Men’s Small Group
Friday, Feb. 2—Dinner & Devotions
Saturday Feb. 3—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, Feb. 8—Women’s Gathering
Thursday, Feb. 15—Men’s Small Group
Saturday, Feb. 17—Men’s Discipleship
March
Thursday, March 1—Men’s Small Group
Friday, March 2—Dinner & Devotions
Saturday March 3—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, March 8—Women’s Gathering
Thursday, March 15—Men’s Small Group
Saturday, March 17—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, March 29—Men’s Small Group
April
Thursday, April 5—Women’s Gathering
Saturday, April 7—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, April 12—Men’s Small Group
Friday, April 13— Dinner & Devotions
Saturday, April 21—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, April 26—Men’s Small Group
Text Updates
Text CORNERSTONE, CS MEN, or CS
LADIES to 43506.

Cornerstone’s February Supper
Cornerstone Fellowship will gather at the home of Dan and Dana Maravilla
on Friday, February 2, at 6:00 pm for Dinner & Devotions. A Perfect Potluck
email will be sent out soon to participants so you can sign up to bring your
favorite Italian dish. Join us as we celebrate the friendship we have through
Christ Jesus! Contact Dan Maravilla or Jim Hines for more information.
Next month’s Cornerstone Dinner & Devotions: March 2 (Baked Potato Bar)
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Women’s Discipleship
Who is an excellent wife? What is
she like? Using the woman in
Proverbs 31 as a model, trusted
Christian counselor, Martha Peace,
offers
practical
answers
to
questions most often asked by
Christian wives. Come and be
encouraged as we read and
discuss The Excellent Wife, by
Martha Peace.
The Women's Discipleship group
meets on the fourth Tuesday of the
month at 7:00 pm in room 201. The
next meeting is February 27.

Women’s Book Club News
Our Bethany Women's Book Club
meets quarterly to discuss an
autobiography or biography of a
great man or women of faith. The
next book selection is Bitesize
Biographies: John Newton, by
John Crotts.
John Newton is perhaps best
known for his classic hymn,
“Amazing Grace.” However, most
people are not aware of his life
journey behind that most famous
hymn. John Crotts’ biography
provides valuable insight of
Newton’s gradual transformation
from heathen sailor to evangelical
leader and man of God. The book
is divided into two main sections. The first section chronicles
Newton’s early life, seafaring days, transformation and ministry.
The second part recounts Newton’s glorious hymns and
touches upon his literary works. Newton’s story demonstrates
how no one is ever too far from the mighty, providential hand of
God. Clearly, God had a plan for this rebellious swashbuckler
which He expertly wove to its completion.
The Book Club Brunch will be May 19 at 10:00 am.
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New Women’s
Inductive Study
While many Christians know that
Psalm 119 is a monumental
passage about the Scriptures,
fewer recognize that it is also a
believer's heart-felt prayer to
God. This chapter is a precious
treasure, showing us how to
pattern our lives and thoughts
upon the Word of God and how
to respond by lifting up our souls
in prayer.
This 9-week study begins
February 12 and meets Monday
evenings at 6:30 pm or Thursday
mornings at 10:00 am.
Register on Sundays at church
or online at the women’s page
on Bethany’s website.
The workbook is available from
In Praise of God Ministries.
The Monday and Thursday study
groups will join for a Bible Study
Celebration Brunch on Saturday,
April 14, at 10:00 am.

.
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To Serve God is the Overflow of Superabounding Devotion
According to Oswald
Chambers
in
his
tremendous devotional,
My Utmost for His
Highest, “Contact with
the nature of God has
made me realize what I
would like to do for Him. The call of God is
essentially expressive of His nature; service is the
outcome of what is fitted to my nature. Service is
the echo of my identification with the nature of
God. Service is the natural part of my life. God gets
me into a relationship with Himself whereby I
understand His call, then I do things out of sheer
love for Him on my own account. To serve God is
the deliberate love-gift of a nature that has heard
the call of God. When I receive His nature and
hear His call, the voice of the Divine nature sounds
in both and the two work together. The Son of God
reveals Himself in me, and I serve Him in the
ordinary ways of life out of devotion to Him.”

never-so-simple task, he will hear the voice of the
seraphim saying, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of
hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.’ The
layman would then pray: ‘Lord, I would trust Thee
completely; I would be altogether Thine; I would
exalt Thee above all. I desire that I may feel no
sense of possessing anything outside of Thee. I
want constantly to be aware of Thy overshadowing
presence and to hear Thy voice speaking. I long to
live in restful, sincerity of heart. I want to live so
fully in the Spirit that all my thoughts may be as
sweet incense ascending to Thee and every act of
my life may be an act of worship. May I perfectly
love Thee and worthily praise Thee. Amen’”

They may be called oaks
of righteousness, the
planting of the LORD, that
He may be glorified.
Isaiah 61:3c

As Men of Bethany, may we grow in service to God
as we grow in sanctifying the Lord God in our
hearts and minds. May you continue to serve God
as the deliberate love-gift of a nature that has
heard the call of God in your lives! This month
make a decision to set goals to draw closer to God
through prayer, study in the Word, and personal
sanctification! May you be a blessing to those in
your immediate sphere of personal contacts! Amen

In A.W. Tozer’s book, The Pursuit of God, he says
the following about God's call for ministry for us:
“Let a man sanctify the Lord God in his heart and
he can thereafter do no common act. All he does is
good and acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
For such a man, living itself will be sacramental
and the whole world a SANCTUARY. His entire life
will be a priestly ministration. As he performs his

Charlie Davenport

Andrew Davis’ book, An Infinite Journey:
Growing toward Christlikeness, provides a
roadmap
for
spiritual
growth
and
transformation in four major areas:
knowledge, faith, character, and action. The
men in this group meet for breakfast and
then discuss a chapter of the book. Contact
Joel Tiefel for more information about this
study: (805) 241-7060.
Fridays at 6:30 AM
Eggs and Things,
1542 N. Moorpark Rd.
Thousand Oaks
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SUNDAYS AT BETHANY

Equipping Hour Ministries

Fellowship Time
10:00 - 10:30

LIFE in a NEW
TESTAMENT CHURCH

Join us for coffee
and refreshments.

Sunday | 9:00 am | Worship Center
New series begins February 11 with:
“Understanding Our Philosophy of Ministry”
Led by Pastor Lance Quinn

A fellowship of singles & couples
Sunday | 9:00 am | Room 204
New study begins February 11: Marks of a Healthy Church
Led by Jason Spadaro & Joel Tiefel

A class for parents and children (toddler – 5th grade)
Join us for a time of fellowship, singing, and learning. Each
session ends with Table Time for a short family devotional,
dialogue, and prayer.
Sunday | 9:00 am | Community Room

Fundamentals of the Faith 
The Fundamentals of the Faith (FOF) class covers thirteen
lessons blending basic biblical truths with personal
obedience and service. Topics range from the character of
God to church participation, so it's an ideal study for new
believers or a helpful review and fresh encouragement for
even the most seasoned saints. Sign up in the lobby or
online for the next Equipping Hour FOF session beginning
soon.
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Childcare for infants and toddlers
available at 9:00 and 10:30 am.

Babies [Infants - Crawlers]
Our nursery is equipped with cribs and swings as well as
exciting toys to engage curious minds.
Toddlers [Walkers - 3 Years]
We welcome our toddlers with free play to ease the
transition into the classroom. Our curriculum aims to train
young children how to sit during a brief Bible story and
participate in songs that teach biblical truths.
Cry Room / Training Area
Located in our nursery lobby, we have live streaming of
the sermon and comfortable seating for any parent
wishing to keep their little one with them during church.

Sundays at
10:30 am
Room 101
Our preschool program
encourages classroom
participation while learning Biblical truths. Each
activity is prepared with the Bible lesson in mind to
help our preschoolers remember what they have
learned.

Bethany Church on the Hill has many opportunities to serve. Our goal is to help you find a place where you
can use your God-given gifts to invest in the life of our church.
With all the activities
going on at Bethany
Church, kitchen towels
are used often. Our
nursery also has laundry
needs such as baby
blankets and bibs.
Laundry Team members
serve one month or
more in a calendar year. During team members’
monthly assignments, they pick up the soiled kitchen
towels and nursery laundry weekly. The items are
washed, folded, and then returned to church.
Can you help us out with Bethany’s laundry needs? If
so, contact Barbara Ward:
(805) 495-7029
Barbara@bethanyto.org

Sound & Tech Team

Are you computer savvy or technically inclined? Our
team is in need of people to operate the sound
equipment, sound board and handle the technical
aspects of our services and events. This includes
lights, LCD projectors, and utilizing software to
display announcements and lyrics. Tech Team
members usually serve one Sunday monthly or more
often as needs arise. Training is available! Please
contact Devin Dyer and sign up now! (805) 410-2623
or dyerde5@gmail.com

Sunday Fellowship
Refreshments

Ah, the aroma of fresh coffee and
donuts, yum! On Sunday mornings, a
team member picks up our donut order
from So Fresh Donuts and arrives at
Bethany Church around 8:30 am to
brew coffee and prepare refreshments
for Sunday morning Fellowship Time.
The two-member team works together
and sets out hot and cold beverages,
cups, napkins, donuts, and coffee condiments for the
10:00—10:30 am Fellowship Time. Afterward, they
clean up and put away the coffee urns and other
items.
Our Sunday Refreshments Team needs additional
members. Each team serves one month quarterly and
training is provided.
Please contact Jody Tiefel: (805) 241-7060 or
jodytiefel@hotmail.com

Housing and
Hosting Needs

Bethany Church on the Hill
Children’s Ministry is in
need of preschool teachers
and helpers for Sunday
mornings. Our preschool
class meets during the
Sunday morning worship
time, 10:30 am—12:00 pm.
If you have a desire to
serve families and a love for children, this area of
ministry may be your niche! Training and materials
are provided. Please contact Jim Hines for
information and details.
(805) 320-1780 or jimhines56@gmail.com
The One-Eighty Counseling Event needs
help with set up/tear down. Contact
Robin Mathias for details:
robinfmathias@gmail.com

David Kelley is looking for a room or an apartment to rent near Bethany
Church on the Hill. The Kelley family will sell the Newbury Park estate of their
late father in April. David is a longtime church member and has been the
custodian for Bethany Church on the Hill and Bethany Christian School since
1983. He is responsible, hard working, and skilled at making all sorts of
minor repairs. If you or someone you know has a room, apartment, or guest
house for rent, please contact the church office: (805) 495-7029. Thank you!
One-Eighty Counseling Ministries is requesting one-night accommodations
on February 16 for a member of the One-Eighty Team and his family.
Housing is needed for the book distributor, his wife, and their two children.
The family has allergies and requires pet-free accommodations. Can you
help? Please contact Robin Mathias: robinfmathias@gmail.com
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Listen

Skogi Baker is now home and recovering much
better. She remains on IV antibiotics and looks
forward to joining us at Bethany soon.

to Bethany’s radio ministry on
98.3 FM, KDAR
weekdays at 5:00 pm

Elnora Babich was released from Los Robles
Hospital’s East Campus Rehabilitation Center on
Wednesday, February 28. She is recuperating at
home. Visitors are welcome!

Timeless Truth Today needs your help.
Please consider partnering with us to
support this radio ministry. See Jim Hines
or the table in the church lobby. More
details coming soon.

Our Prayer Team is in room
201 following Sunday service
to pray individually with you.
Requests shared in this
setting are
held confidential.

John Williams is recuperating at home after a long
spell with a cough caused by his COPD. He’s
improving and continues bi-weekly cancer
treatments. He hopes to join us for Sunday
services soon!
If you have a prayer request,
fill out a Prayer Request
form, place it in the offering
bag; or leave it in the Church
office.
Also, you may send your
request directly to Theresa
Roberts at:
crazy4kees@sbcglobal.net.
These requests are distributed via e-mail weekly or
sooner if the request is urgent.

Adrian Medina’s paternal grandmother, Loreto Medina,
passed away the morning of January 29, in San
Francisco. She was 95 years old. The Medina family
traveled north for services and will return February 2 or 3.
Please keep the Medina’s in your prayers.

Please continue to be in prayer for Beth and the
Quinn family. We have a meal sign up at
www.takethemameal.com. Enter the meal
recipient's last name, Quinn, and the password:
1357. To help with medical expenses, please
make your contributions at:

On January 27, one of Bethany Christian School’s
beloved grandmothers, Pam Jagoe, passed away after a
sudden heart attack. She was the grandmother of three
BCS alumni and three current students. She also was the
mother of two BCS alumni. Please keep the Jagoe family
in your prayers as they make memorial arrangements.

www.gofundme.com/beth-quinns-medical-fund
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