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The Pastor’s Pen
Dear Bethany,
As we approach the season when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, we
should pause to ponder both His birth and His death. These two momentous
events are to be understood together during a time of the year like this. We
certainly desire to accentuate the reality of Christmas when the Son of God was
incarnated into human flesh, but we must not lose sight of the very purpose for
the glorious virgin birth of Jesus in the first place: The baby born in Bethlehem
came to die. The ultimate purpose for the incarnation of Christ is so that He
might suffer and die for our sins. While the Apostle John tells us that the Devil’s
very life purpose is to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10), according to 1 John
3:8, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the
devil.” How does Jesus do this? The beloved disciple answers this question by
declaring: “He is the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 2:2). This means that
Jesus’ purpose for coming to this earth was ultimately designed not just to
thwart Satan’s plans but to also satisfy the demands of divine justice—to punish
sin through Jesus’ vicarious atonement upon the cross, thereby bearing the
weight of the sin for which we deserved to be punished! Hallelujah! We
therefore celebrate Christmas most by seeing in Christ’s incarnation the
beginning of His sinless life, and throughout His life the perfect fulfilling of the
Law of God, and finally an eventual, substitutionary atonement which provided
forgiveness for our sin. And His resurrection from the dead brought a vindication
that death could not hold Him in the grave and that God the Father was satisfied
with the birth, life, death, and resurrection of His only begotten Son! May these
glorious truths resonate in our hearts as we all celebrate the birth, death, and
resurrection of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ!
Merry Christmas,

Pastor Lance Quinn

Right Hand of Fellowship — December 10
Sunday, December 10, is the culminating moment when the congregation extends an official
welcome to 23 new members. Each one attended membership classes where they learned the
fundamentals of church membership and discussed Bethany’s doctrinal statement and
philosophy of ministry. The 9 Marks of a Healthy Church were also reviewed and everyone
received a copy of Thabiti Anyabwile’s book, What is a Healthy Church Member? New
members were individually interviewed and provided their testimonies of God’s saving grace in
their lives. The Right Hand of Fellowship will be at the close of the morning worship service.
Afterward, join us for the New Members’ Reception in the Community Room to welcome those
joining as members.
www.BethanyTO.org
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The Light of the Season

Now the birth of Jesus Christ
took place in this way. When his
mother
Mary
had
been
betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to
be with child from the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling
to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. But as he
considered these things, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not
fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:
“Behold,
the
virgin
shall
conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name
Immanuel” (which means, God
with us).
When Joseph woke from sleep,
he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his
wife, but knew her not until she
had given birth to a son. And he
called his name Jesus.
Matthew 1:18-25

Mark your calendar for Bethany Church
on the Hill’s annual Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service on December 24th,
at 5:00 pm. Join us for this special
worship service and celebrate the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ. We’ll pray, sing
Christmas carols, and hear a message of
God's grace.
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
is a wonderful opportunity to invite
friends and family to church! Bring your
friends and neighbors who are looking
for a church home, who may not know
Jesus, or who just enjoy the music of this
time of year. Extend the invitation and
bring someone to church with you.

Operation Christmas Child Update
Thank you for helping to bring Good
News and great joy to children
around the world through Operation
Christmas Child. Millions of boys and
girls will experience God’s love
through shoeboxes collected this
year. Bethany Church and Bethany
Christian School donated a total of
127 shoeboxes. THANK YOU TO
ALL WHO DONATED!!!

Haiti Outreach Fundraiser
Bethany’s Missions Team members, in
coordination with Connect2Ministries, will
travel to Haiti on December 27. During this
outreach, they will continue work on an
orphanage for special needs children and
provide a VBS for hundreds of children. All
proceeds from the garage sale will go toward
meeting needs in Haiti.
Contact Bob Amstutz to give tax deductible
donations or to help with set-up or sale.
b1amstutz@aol.com or 310-383-4454

Come and Serve
Volunteer to serve an evening meal at
Ventura County Rescue Mission
December 11. Those serving meet at
church to carpool. Minimum age is
Please contact Bob Amstutz to sign up.

the
on
the
12.
www.BethanyTO.org
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Fellowship Groups at Bethany
Throughout Scripture, the Lord
used fellowship groups to provide
friendship, to care for needs, and
to help people grow spiritually.
Jesus selected twelve disciples to
travel with Him and learn from Him.
The early church met in both
temple courts and in homes (Acts
2:46). The meetings in homes
would have been smaller groups
than the 300 who were a part of
the church at the time. Fellowship
groups still play a vital role in the
health and growth of the church.

Bethany Church on the Hill
currently offers two Fellowship
Groups:
Cornerstone
and
Faithbuilders. If you’re interested
in joining a Fellowship Group,
please contact one of the group
leaders.
Cornerstone
Dan Maravilla: (805) 732-4971
Jim Hines: (805) 320-1780
Faithbuilders
Joel Tiefel: (805) 241-7060

Jason Spadaro: (805) 208-6189

Faithbuilders Fellowship
Faithbuilders are married and
single adults who meet together for
fellowship and edification in order
to be equipped to share the Gospel
with
others
throughout
the

week. Currently, the group meets
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in
room 204 during Equipping Hour.
The current study is the book of
1 Corinthians.

Cornerstone Fellowship
Cornerstone
Fellowship
helps
prepare young marrieds and
families to live godly lives. The
desire of this fellowship is to
magnify the worth of Christ through
the faithful preaching and teaching
of His Word, and to encourage and
edify His people through loving
fellowship with one another.
Cornerstone has several small
group Bible studies in Thousand
Oaks that provide life-on-life
discipleship relationships, as our

members seek to apply biblical
principles in the context of
everyday
life.
For
men,
Cornerstone offers a twice
monthly small group study and
men’s discipleship. Women’s
gatherings are once a month.
Cornerstone Fellowship gathers
once monthly for dinner and
devotions.
A three-month schedule of
Cornerstone’s activities is listed to
the right.

Dinner & Devotions
One Friday monthly
6:00 - 8:30 pm
Dan & Dana Maravilla’s home
Men’s Discipleship
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:45 am
The Old New York Deli, Camarillo
Study: The Exemplary Husband,
by Stuart Scott
Men’s Small Group
Every other Thursday night, 8:00 pm
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
487 N. Moorpark Road, Unit 3
Thousand Oaks
Women’s Gathering
One Thursday monthly, 7:00 pm
33 N. Moorpark Road
Thousand Oaks

UPCOMING EVENTS
December
Saturday, Dec. 2— Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, Dec. 7—Men’s Small Group
Friday, Dec 15—Dinner & Devotions
Thursday, Dec. 21—Men’s Small Group
January
Thursday, Jan. 4—Men’s Small Group
Saturday, Jan. 6—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, Jan 11—Women’s Gathering
Thursday, Jan. 18—Men’s Small Group
Friday, Jan. 19— Dinner & Devotions
Saturday, Jan. 20—Men’s Discipleship
February
Thursday, Feb. 1—Men’s Small Group
Friday, Feb. 2—Dinner & Devotions
Saturday Feb. 3—Men’s Discipleship
Thursday, Feb. 8—Women’s Gathering
Thursday, Feb. 15—Men’s Small Group
Saturday, Feb. 17—Men’s Discipleship
Text Updates
Text CORNERSTONE, CS MEN, or CS
LADIES to 43506.

Cornerstone’s Christmas Celebration
Cornerstone Fellowship will gather at the home of Dan and Dana Maravilla
on Friday, December 15, at 6:00 pm for a Christmas Celebration. A Perfect
Potluck email will be sent out soon to participants so you can sign up to bring
your favorite seasonal dish. Join us as we prepare our hearts to celebrate and
rejoice in the birth of our Savior!
Contact Dan Maravilla or Jim Hines for more information.
www.BethanyTO.org
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Men’s Breakfast—December 16

They may be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, that He may be glorified.
Isaiah 61:3c
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ in December, may you, the
men of Bethany, pursue God more in
your lives than ever before! A.W.
Tozer, in his book The Pursuit of
God, states: "Come near to the holy
men and women of the past and you
will soon feel the heat of their desire
after God. They mourned for Him,
they prayed and wrestled and sought
for Him day and night, in season and
out, and when they had found Him
the finding was all the sweeter for the
long seeking. Moses used the fact
that he knew God as an argument for
knowing Him better. David's life was
a torrent of spiritual desire, and his
psalms ring with the cry of the seeker
and the glad shout of the finder. Paul
confessed the mainspring of his life
to be his burning desire after Christ.
‘That I may know him,’ was the goal
of his heart, and to this he sacrificed
everything. ‘Yes, doubtless, and I
count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but refuse, that I may win
Christ’ (Philippians 3:8).”

Join the men of Bethany Church on December 16 at 8:30 am for breakfast
and a time of teaching. Our guest speaker, Dr. Stuart Scott, has over 35
years of experience in counseling and pastoral ministry. He teaches
biblical counseling at The Master’s University graduate program in Santa
Clarita, CA. He also teaches adjunctly at The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY. Currently, he serves as the
Member Care Director and a Fellow with the Association of Certified
Biblical Counselors (ACBC). Dr. Scott is the executive director of the OneEighty Counseling and Education ministry (a nonprofit ministry partnering
with local churches to help equip them in soul care).
Dr. Scott is the author of The Exemplary Husband; From Pride to Humility;
Communication and Conflict Resolution; Anger, Fear and Anxiety; Biblical
Manhood, Leadership and Decision Making; The Faithful Parent: A
Biblical Guide for Parenting (co-authored with Martha Peace); and most
recently, Killing Sinful Habits: Conquering Sin with Radical Faith (coauthored with his wife, Zondra Scott). He has contributed to Think
Biblically, Christianity and Counseling – Five Approaches and co-edited
Counseling the Hard Cases.
Sign up in the lobby or online. A $5.00 donation will be taken at the door.
Questions? Contact Brent Carlson:
brentcarlson3300@gmail.com or (805) 630-6530
Ladies who are able to help, please contact Sheila Carlson.
scarlson249@gmail.com or (805) 857-6715

Men’s Ministry Studies

May you be renewed by your greater
pursuit of God this Christmas season
and for the new year! As we
investigate lay counseling through
the ACBC program, may you pray
about your call to serve God by
counseling other men in our church.
Please come to the next Men's
Breakfast on December 16th to find
out more about ministry to other
men. May you be blessed by a
renewal of prayer, reading the Word
of God, and your heart's pursuit of
God! He is waiting for you to know
Him better!

Charlie Davenport
www.BethanyTO.org
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Women’s Discipleship
Who is an excellent wife? What is she
like? Using the woman in Proverbs 31 as
a model, trusted Christian counselor,
Martha Peace, offers practical answers
to questions most often asked by
Christian
wives.
Come
and
be
encouraged as we read and discuss The
Excellent Wife, by Martha Peace.
The Women's
Discipleship
group
resumes January 3 and will meet at 7:00
pm on the first and third Wednesdays of
the month at Beth Quinn’s home.

Woman’s Book Club News
Our Bethany Woman's Book Club meets
quarterly to discuss an autobiography or
biography of a great man or women of
faith. The next book selection is Susannah
Spurgeon: Free Grace and Dying Love, by
Charles Ray and Susannah Spurgeon.
Susannah Spurgeon was the wife of the
famous nineteenth-century Baptist preacher
C.H. Spurgeon. Much is known of her
famous husband but little is known about
the woman he adored and affectionately
called, "Wifey." This book combines two
titles to address this imbalance: Mrs.
Spurgeon's A Carillon of Bells and The Life
of Mrs. C.H. Spurgeon by Charles Ray. A
Carillon of Bells consists of twenty-four
daily meditations on selected texts of
Scripture. Charles Ray’s book is an affectionate love story that also
supplies a fascinating record of the work of Mrs. Spurgeon’s Book Fund.
Her inspiring example continues to bear fruit to this day in the work of
the Banner of Truth Trust Book Fund. The next book club brunch will be
at 10:00 am on January 27 at Beth Quinn’s home.

New Women’s
Inductive Study
While many Christians know that
Psalm 119 is a monumental
passage about the Scriptures,
fewer recognize that it is also a
believer's heart-felt prayer to
God. This chapter is a precious
treasure, showing us how to
pattern our lives and thoughts
upon the Word of God and how
to respond by lifting up our souls
in prayer.
This 9-week
study begins
February 12 and meets Monday
evenings at 7:00 pm or Thursday
mornings at 10:00 am.
Register on Sundays at church or
online at the women’s page on
Bethany’s website.
Text will be available soon at
Bethany Church on the Hill.
The Monday and Thursday study
groups will join for a Bible Study
Celebration Brunch on Saturday,
April 14, at 10:00 am.

Women’s Bible Study Celebration
On Saturday, December 16th, at noon, you're invited to join us as we
gather at the Mathias’ home for our end-of-Bible study celebration
luncheon! Pause for an hour or two on this day to join us for some
refreshment - of body and soul - during this busy Christmas season.
Please contact Robin Mathias if you have any questions.
robinfmathias@gmail.com or (805) 402-0673
www.BethanyTO.org
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SUNDAYS AT BETHANY
Equipping Hour Ministries
MARKS of a
HEALTHY CHURCH
Sunday | 9:00 am | Worship Center
Led by Pastor Lance Quinn

A fellowship of singles & couples
Sunday | 9:00 am | Room 204
Current study: 1 Corinthians
Led by Jason Spadaro & Joel Tiefel

Fellowship Time
10:00 - 10:30
Join us for coffee
and refreshments.

Childcare for infants and toddlers
available at 9:00 and 10:30 am.

Babies [Infants - Crawlers]
Our nursery is equipped with cribs and swings as
well as exciting toys to engage curious minds.

The Core
Middle & High School Students
Sunday | 9:00 am | Youth House
Led by Beau Foster
No Core December 24

Toddlers [Walkers - 3 Years]
We welcome our toddlers with free play to ease the
transition into the classroom. Our curriculum aims
to train young children how to sit during a brief Bible
story and participate in songs that teach biblical
truths.
Cry Room / Training Area
Located in our nursery lobby, we have live
streaming of the sermon and comfortable seating
for any parent wishing to keep their little one with
them during church.

Sundays at
10:30 am
Room 101
A class for parents and children (toddler – 5th grade)
Join us for a time of fellowship, singing, and learning.
Each session ends with Table Time for a short family
devotional, dialogue, and prayer.
Sunday | 9:00 am | Community Room
Resuming soon! Watch for details.

Our preschool program
encourages classroom
participation while learning Biblical truths. Each
activity is prepared with the Bible lesson in mind
to help our preschoolers remember what they
have learned.
www.BethanyTO.org
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Biblical Discipleship Counseling Training
Feb. 16 & 17 | March 16 & 17 | April 20 & 21
Beginning in February, for three weekends over three months, Bethany Church on the Hill will be
hosting a One-Eighty Counseling and Education training event!
Register now for discipleship counseling training. Thirty hours of fundamentals on how Scripture speaks to
the complex, practical problems of real life. Visit oneeightycounseling.com for more information and to
register. The early-bird discount is now extended to December 31 st so register soon! Bethany Church
members also receive a discounted rate.
If you have questions or would like information on how to receive your Bethany member discount, please
contact Robin Mathias at robinfmathias@gmail.com.

Our Prayer Team is in
room 201 following
Sunday service to pray
individually with you.
Requests shared in
this setting are
held confidential.

Listen
to Bethany’s radio ministry on
98.3 FM, KDAR
weekdays at 5:00 pm

If you have a prayer
request, fill out a Prayer
Request form, place it in
the offering bag; or leave it
in the Church office.
Also, you may send your
request directly to Theresa
Roberts at:
crazy4kees@sbcglobal.net.
These requests are distributed via e-mail weekly or
sooner if the request is urgent.

www.BethanyTO.org
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