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Luke 19:28-40 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and 
Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of 
you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just 
as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They 
replied, “The Lord needs it.” 35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went 
along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of 
Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the 
Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the 
stones will cry out.” 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord 
1.  Jesus comes in humility 

2.  Jesus proclaims that he is the Messiah 
 

Do you think that Napoleon would have made the trek to Waterloo with his army had he known the outcome 
beforehand?  Neither do I.  Earthly kings have never made it their practice to willfully fall into the hands of their 
enemies.  King and leaders generally take utmost precautions to avoid danger or loss.  That’s why the Secret Service 
exists in our country.   

Jesus is different.  He rode into Jerusalem that day knowing full well what the outcome would be.  As we just sang, 
“Ride on, ride on in majesty!  In lowly pomp ride on to die.  O Christ, your triumphs now begin o’er captive death and 
conquered sin.” (CW 411:2)  And for that we join the Palm Sunday crowds in shouting, “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.” 

He comes just as he intended.  As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied 
there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The 
Lord needs it.’” 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, 
its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

Jesus clearly shows that he is God who knows all things.  Not only did Jesus accurately predict to two of his disciples 
that they would find a donkey waiting to be borrowed, Jesus also demonstrated that he knew the life history of that 
donkey – that no one had ever ridden it.  What Paul said about him in the lesson earlier is true: “Christ Jesus: Who, being 
in very nature God.” (Philippians 2:5-6) His omniscience here proves it. 

He is God but he came in humility.  Again, Paul said, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself.” (Philippians 
2:6-8) 

The disciples placed Jesus on a colt – not in a chariot, not on a stallion, but on a donkey!  And that’s the way Jesus 
wanted it.  He had requested the donkey.  The King of kings, Lord of lords, Ruler of wind and wave entered Jerusalem, 
his city of triumph, riding a beast of burden.  No power.  No army.  No pomp and circumstances.  Nothing impressive. 

That’s because he came not to conquer but to die.  To “becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!” 
(Philippians 2:8)  He had an appointment with a betrayer, an appointment with a disciple who would deny his loyalty to 
Jesus, an appointment with religious authorities who had been plotting his murder, an appointment with the lethal 
power of the Roman Empire, which would nail him to a cross.  Jesus went up to Jerusalem to be lifted up on a cross, to 
suffer and die for the sins of the world, and then to rise triumphantly from the dead on the third day.  Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem for you. 

Like a hostage negotiator who willingly trades places with the hostage, Jesus rode into Jerusalem to trade places 
with us sinners when he suffered hell on the cross.  What a King!  A King we can trust. 

If Jesus knew that a donkey was waiting for him in the next town, he certainly knows what’s down the road for you.  
You may not know how that medical test is going to turn out but Jesus does.  Nor may you know whether or not there 
will be any decent jobs for you when you get done with your education but Jesus already has in mind how he plans to 



provide for you.  Understanding that Jesus knows all things gives us confidence to follow his Word and to serve him with 
our lives.   

Just as he needed a donkey, so now he needs you and me.  What work of the Lord do you see needing to get done?  
How can you make a difference by finding your niche in serving the Lord with your time, talents and treasures?  No 
Christian can do it all for the Lord.  But with God’s help, we can help build his kingdom. 

The kingdom is why Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  When he came near the place where the road goes 
down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles 
they had seen: 38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  
When King David returned to Jerusalem after Absalom’s rebellion, he rode this same path across the Kidron Valley into 
Jerusalem.  Since horses weren’t imported into Judah until the reign of Solomon, David would have ridden a donkey into 
Jerusalem.  Jesus on a donkey was a sign of humility but it was also a declaration.  By this act he was saying that he is the 
Son of David and King of Israel. 

Jesus’ Palm Sunday ride would clearly be interpreted as a messianic act.  Jesus and his followers had probably come 
by foot all the way from Galilee.  But now, for the last two miles he wanted to ride a donkey.  Why?  There is only one 
answer.  Jesus was deliberately acting out the prophecy of Zechariah, “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter 
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9) 

Jesus was proclaiming himself the Son of David and God’s promised Messiah.  The people’s response acknowledged 
that.  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  Peace in 
heaven.  God has laid down his weapons of war.  He is no longer our enemy.  We are at peace with him.  Jesus is the 
Messiah and he came to die for us.  Sins are forgiven and we are at peace with God.   

When Jesus came to Jerusalem, the people lining the route from Bethany weren’t concerned about the cost of 
following him.  When Jesus arrived, they spread their cloaks on the road to honor him.  It wasn’t that they had closets 
full of cloaks to choose from.  They were filled with joy and gratitude and it didn’t matter what happened to these pieces 
of cloth.  What about you?  Are you holding your cloaks in your hands saying that somebody else can throw theirs?  Are 
we willing to give Jesus “the shirt off our back” for the gospel ministry?  Have we praised the King of kings for all the 
wonderful works he has performed in our lives?  Do our lives tend to be cacophonies of complaints instead of songs of 
praise?   

Jesus’ journey began in the heart of God and traveled the road of God’s love for you and me.  Jesus still travels that 
road to us in his Word and in the Lord’s Supper.  Just as he rode into Jerusalem to pour out his blood on the cross, so he 
now comes to us with that same blood in the Lord’s supper to assure us of our salvation. 

That’s what the church has proclaimed for centuries in that song called the Sanctus, the Holy, Holy, Holy.  By 
including the Palm Sunday chant before the Lord’s Supper we are expressing the truth that Jesus, our King, our Christ, 
our Messiah, is again coming to us for our salvation.  The Lord’s Supper is our connection to the past and also to the 
future.  As it leads our thoughts back to Holy Week, it leads our hopes to heaven.  May we receive the Lord’s Supper 
with all the joy of that Palm Sunday crowd, the joy of knowing our Messiah is really here, the joy of knowing our 
salvation has been given.  May those words be on our lips: “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

 
 
 
 
 


