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John 2:13-22 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he 
found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of 
cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a 
market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”   18 The Jews then 
responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy 
this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 
you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
 

Zeal for the Temple 
1.  Is zeal for God’s presence among us 

2.  Is zeal for the resurrection of Christ’s body 
 
Which would you rather do?  Go to the dentist or go on vacation? Most of us would probably choose to go on 

vacation.  That is something we would do with zeal.  If we have to go to the dentist, it would probably be because we 
have to.  I don’t think you could say that you would go with zeal. 

What about coming to church?  Our zeal for God’s house maybe isn’t what it could be.  God has commanded us in 
the Third Commandment, “Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy.”  Martin Luther explained that this way:  “We 
should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and his word, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn 
it.”  We are to give a high priority to his Word and to the place and time where that Word is proclaimed.  He wants us to 
hear his Word with zeal.  Sometimes, though, we don’t come to church with zeal.  More often we probably go because 
we feel we have to rather than saying with David, “I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the 
Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1)  Today, we learn something from Jesus about zeal for the Temple. 

The Temple was the symbol of God’s presence with his people.  While wandering in the wilderness and even for 
many years after they came to the promised land, God’s presence was shown by the tabernacle, a tent.  The Temple 
made God’s presence among them permanent – no more wandering here and there.  Here in Jerusalem, on Zion, God 
had them build the Temple as a symbol of his permanent presence among them. 

But how were they treating God’s Temple?  In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and 
others sitting at tables exchanging money.  When Moses approached the burning bush, God told him, “Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” (Exodus 3:5) God wanted Moses to have a sense of 
reverence and awe, for he was on holy ground.  Merchants yelling, customers bargaining, coins clanking – there wasn’t 
much reverence and awe at the Temple.  They had turned the symbol of God’s holy presence among them into a den of 
robbers.   

This was one of three festivals all Jewish males 20 years and older were to attend every year. They were to present 
the appropriate animal sacrifice and pay a temple tax. To serve pilgrims who traveled long distances a booming business 
had developed selling animals for sacrifice and changing foreign currency so pilgrims from out of country could pay the 
temple tax. The problem was the merchants cheated the pilgrims (Matthew 21:13). Even the priests were in on the 
action. They regularly disqualified animals the pilgrims themselves had brought to sacrifice on some technicality forcing 
the pilgrims to buy one of the priests’ “approved” animals at an inflated price. To make matters even worse this shady 
business went on in the confines of the temple courts. The place where the sounds of worship were to be heard - priests 
chanting the Psalms and pilgrims lifting their prayers heavenward, was dominated by the cacophony of clinking coins 
and the stench of animals and greed. (Daniel Habben) 

Imagine going away on vacation and coming home to a ransacked house.  Thugs broke in while you were gone and 
trashed the place.  Furniture overturned, cupboards emptied and the contents scattered over the floor.  Anything of 
value has been taken, even your computer and TV.  It’s a mess and a loss.  How would you feel?  You would feel angry, 
frustrated, violated.  That’s how Jesus felt.  So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both 
sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves 
he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!”   



Friends we may not have turned this worship space into a market but do we treat it as if it was our living room? 
Have we become so familiar and comfortable with it that we don’t really stop to consider why we are here – to worship 
our God and Lord?  I know it’s convenient and safe to watch on Facebook or listen on the radio from the comfort of your 
own home.  Drinking coffee and eating a donut in your pajamas while you watch the service may be nice when you are 
concerned about the virus, but are we losing some of the awe and reverence of worship when we stay home?   

Even if we are here, does our mind fasten on what God has to say to us or do we spend the time making mental 
notes of things that need to get done at work or at home? Do we see these 60 minutes as an hour to endure or to 
mature? Could it be that Jesus needs to overturn our hearts and set us straight on what is really important? What’s 
important in our Father’s house is that we glorify God in our worship and that we gain a stronger hold on God’s grace 
(Joel Pankow). So drive like cattle from your heart whatever distracts from worship, whatever distorts the church’s 
mission, and whatever cheats God’s children around you from growing in the faith. 

Zeal for the Temple is also zeal for the resurrection of Christ’s body.  The Jews then responded to him, “What 
sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will 
raise it again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it 
in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body.  This is an interesting response from the Jewish leaders.  
They didn’t argue with Jesus about the evil of making the Temple into a marketplace.  The Pharisees probably agreed 
with Jesus about that.  The issue was not what has been done but who was doing it.   

Suppose you ran a stop sign and were pulled over by a police officer.  You would have no problem listening to that 
office and admitting your error.  But what if it wasn’t a police officer, just some irate citizen who saw what you did?  You 
would be much less inclined to listen politely.  You might even say, “Who do you think you are lecturing me about my 
driving?”  So it was with these Jewish leaders.  Who was Jesus to do this?  What sign will prove his authority? 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” The Temple was a symbol of God’s 
presence among his people.  At times the glory of God called the “Shekinah” would settle over the Tabernacle or Temple 
to further show God’s presence with them.  The presence of God with the people would no longer be a building but a 
person, the person of Jesus Christ.  Here is where God is.  Here is where his glory is.  Here is God’s presence among his 
people.  Jesus’ body is truly the Temple where God meets with his people.   

Speaking of Jesus, John wrote in chapter one, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) Jesus is 
God dwelling among us in the flesh.  In Jesus, we see the glory of God’s presence.   

This Temple, Christ’s body, the Jewish leaders would destroy by turning him over to Pilate to be crucified.  The sign 
of Jesus’ authority would be his own resurrection.  The authority it would take to destroy the Jerusalem Temple and 
rebuild it is nothing compared to the authority Jesus has over death.  If you want the ultimate proof of Jesus’ authority, 
it’s his resurrection. 

With this basis of forgiveness - through the destruction and resurrection of Jesus’ temple - Jesus had now paved the 
way to our salvation! I might compare it to buying a prefab piece of furniture. Several years ago I bought an 
entertainment center. All of the wood was already cut. All of the directions were neatly laid out. The hard part was 
done. All I had to do was follow the instructions to build my entertainment center. It was really quite easy (for once!). 
That’s what Jesus’ death and resurrection do for us. All of the price is paid - all sins are forgiven. The blood of Christ 
wiped away the stench of death and the grip of Satan from your dead body. This is what enables God to make temples 
out of our bodies. Now, it’s simple for God. All God must do is apply that forgiveness to our souls - to give us faith in 
Jesus as our Savior. That’s what makes Baptism so powerful! Through the simple Word of God working through the 
water of your baptism, God builds new temples - temples of the Holy Spirit. As Paul says, “Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?” (1 Corinthians 6:19) When the 
Holy Spirit enters your body - and Jesus’ forgiveness is applied to your soul - it’s as if God has made you a whole new 
creation - perfect and holy in His sight - able to live God pleasing lives as well. (Joel Pankow) 

May we have zeal for God’s Temple.  May we have zeal for the place where God meets us in word and sacrament.  
May we have zeal for Jesus’ resurrection because his resurrection has made us God’s Temple. 


