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Mark 16:1-8 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so 
that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their 
way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 But when 
they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they 
saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. 
“You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid 
him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told 
you.’” 8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because 
they were afraid. 

He is Risen! 
1.  Death has been conquered 

2.  We have the hope of the resurrection 
3.  What happened to the spices? 

 
The gospel lesson today is an account of the resurrection according to Mark.  Matthew, Luke and John also have 

accounts of the resurrection but each one is different from the others.  From this we must conclude that the 
resurrection was not a real event.  It was never meant to be taken as fact and today nobody really believes that 
someone bodily rose from death.  We must follow the science.  Science tells us that can’t happen.  Once a person is 
dead, that’s it.  Life again is truly impossible.  And so scientific scholars conclude that the resurrection accounts in the 
Bible are simply myths told to convey a message of renewal and starting over.   

So, how does that make you feel?  Do you feel empty?  Do you feel like the joy of Easter has been ripped away?  You 
should.  For, if what I just said is true, we have no reason to be here today.  We have no reason to be here ever.  We 
should shut our doors, eat, drink and be merry.  As the Apostle Paul said, “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all people most to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:19) If Jesus’ body is still covered with Judean sand in a forgotten 
tomb, then we have no Savior and our sins are still counted against us.  In other words, we are duped, doomed and 
damned without Easter!   

But Jesus did rise.  The facts of the resurrection are so clear that the only way to get around those facts is to 
disregard Scripture.  As even an enemy of Christianity has said, “It is the center of the center – the heart of Christianity.”  
All of Scripture testifies to this truth and all of life hinges on this truth.  And so, we say with confidence, with joy and 
with whole hearted thanksgiving:  He is risen! (Hopeful of the congregational response:  He is risen, indeed.) 

Risen from where?  From the dead.  Death is an ugly thing.  It makes your body decay.  It makes our skin crawl with 
worms and stink to high heaven.  There’s nothing pretty about death, no matter how we try to gussy it up with funerals 
and flowers.  It’s a vicious, rotten and consuming enemy of mankind. (Joel Pankow)  Isaiah called it a shroud – it hangs 
over our whole life and everything we do.  We have bucket lists because of death.  We have wills because of death.  We 
have funeral homes because of death.  We lament the fast pace of time because of death.  Death is that shroud that 
hangs over life like a black cloud.   

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they 
might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the 
tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”  You don’t go to a 
cemetery to see IF the person is still there.  You go because you KNOW the person is still there.  These women were 
going to finish the burial process, using the liquid embalming spices that would slow down or at least cover the stench of 
the decaying process.   

But what did they find?  As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right 
side, and they were alarmed. 6“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. 
He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.  With these words the course of human history was 
changed forever.  With these words, your history has been changed forever.  That may sound like overstatement, but it’s 
impossible to overstate what this means: “He is risen!”   

This is so important to us today because of another event that drastically changed the course of human history.  
Way back in the garden of Eden our first parents, Adam and Eve, exchanged the truth of God for the devil’s lies.  The 
perfect world and perfect relationship that God wanted to have with all people was ruined.  Like smudgy fingerprints left 



on a once clean window, sin now leaves its dirty fingerprints on every aspect of our lives.  We see the fingerprints of sin 
in our hearts.  We see it in the jealousy and greed.  We see it in broken relationships.  We see it in war after war.  We see 
it in grocery story shootings, abused children and neglected elderly.   

But this weekend we saw how Jesus came down from his throne in heaven and got down into the battle.  Sin was 
put on his back, but Jesus shook it off.  God’s wrath came crashing down on Jesus on the cross, but Jesus lived to tell 
about it.  Death covered his body, but three days later he left it behind as well.  With his death and life, Jesus saved us 
from the invasion of death that came through Adam.  Jesus defeated death, sin and the devil and his resurrection proves 
that. 

Death ran into a wall when it attacked Jesus.   It attacked a man who could not die because that man is God.  And he 
should not have to die because he had no sin, no guilt.  The only reason he did die was because he was dying for us.  He 
suffered what our sins deserved.  Think of a scale.  On the one side of that scale is our sin, our death, our hell.  God has 
put Jesus Christ on the other side.  Jesus, the almighty and eternal God completely tips the balance in our favor.  No 
matter how great our sin, no matter how much our guilty conscience condemns us, no matter how much the devil 
attacks us, we can counter all of that with the facts of the cross and the empty tomb.  Jesus’s resurrection is mightier 
than my sin, my death and hell.   

He is risen!  That means death has been conquered and we have the hope of resurrection.  We heard Paul say in our 
second lesson, “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” (1 
Corinthians 15:20)  According to the Old Testament, the day after the Passover Sabbath, that is, Sunday after Passover, 
was the day that they were to bring the firstfruits of the barley harvest.  This offering was brought to the Temple as an 
expression of trust in the future harvest from God.  We are that future harvest.  Jesus’ resurrection is the promise of our 
resurrection. 

This life is not the end.  We are not to be pitied more than all.  Because Jesus lives, we will live.  He is the 
resurrection and the life.  Whoever lives and believes in him will never really die.   

That helps us see through the fingerprints of sin that have smudged our lives.  When you’re struggling in a difficult 
marriage or with a rebellious teenager, hear those words, “He is risen!”  When you’re dealing with seemingly endless 
doctors’ appointments, treatment plans or chronic pains, hear those words, “He is risen!”  When life has not exactly 
turned out the way you had planned or wanted and when you are struggling to do the right thing but failure seems way 
too regular, hear those words, “He is risen!”  This is the proof of God’s forgiveness and faithfulness to all that he has 
promised.   

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they 
might go to anoint Jesus’ body. What happened to the spices?  These were probably fairly expensive and somewhat 
heavy.  You wouldn’t think that when they ran away from the tomb, they carried those heavy spices with them.  What 
happened to the spices?  They are never mentioned again in any of the gospel accounts.  What happened to the spices?  
It didn’t matter. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ changes what’s important in life.  The women thought these spices were important 
until they saw the angel.  Now, they didn’t matter.  We think work is important, making a living is important.  We think 
our weekends up north or in the woods are important.  We think school and friends and video games are important.  But 
the resurrection of Jesus changes all that.  It reminds us what’s really important.  A relationship with Jesus by faith is 
important.  God’s Word and sacrament which bring and strengthen faith are important.  The hope of heaven is 
important.  Maybe all that other stuff can be forgotten like never used burial spices. 

Why? 
Christ is risen!  The fact of the resurrection puts a stamp of approval on every word the Bible said and every promise 

Jesus has given us.  The resurrection proves Jesus is God and his words are true.   
Christ is risen!  With this truth we can face death and trounce the Devil.  With this truth we can find light in the 

darkest days and joy in the deepest gloom.  With this truth, we can live. 
Christ is risen!  This is the foundation of the church, the inscription on the banner of her armies, the strength and 

comfort of every Christian heart and the grand hope of humanity -- This is the truth we must believe:  "Christ is risen!  
Alleluia." (Adapted from Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah p. 629) 

 


