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1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our 
God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in 
your faith. 11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the 
Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.13 May he 
strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus 
comes with all his holy ones. 
 

When the Lord comes, will you stand blameless? 
1.  Supply what is lacking in your faith 

2.  Increase in the holiness of love 
 
Happy New Year!  Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the first Sunday of a new church year.  Today, we have a new 

year, a new Hymnal, a new Psalter and a few other new changes.  Over the next year or more, we will be trying out 
some more new liturgical songs, psalm settings and hymns.  First, we are just getting used to the new hymnal, but over 
time we will introduce some changes.  Some might wonder why we change anything at all.  They may say, “Why can’t 
we just leave things alone.”  Others may say it’s about time that we had something new.  But I hope everyone 
understands that all this is designed to help us keep growing as Christians.  Our faith is like a plant.  If it is not growing, 
it’s dying and we don’t want our faith to die.  This growth is the subject of Paul’s prayer in our text today, so we ask you 
this morning, When the Lord comes, will you stand blameless? 

Paul asked, How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God 
because of you?  By human standards, it does not make sense that you are here this morning.  It’s contrary to your 
nature.  You were not born as a member of God’s family.  You were his bitter enemy.  By his grace he has worked in you 
through baptism so that you became his child.  By human standards it makes no sense that you are here, but you are 
here and for that we are thankful.   

It’s so easy for us to take each other for granted or even to focus on our faults and complain about our weaknesses.  
We act shocked when sinners act like sinners.  That shouldn’t surprise us.  Instead, let’s be thankful that God has 
brought all these sinners from unbelief to faith, from death to life, from selfish people to saints who love and care for 
each other.  All of us are here by a miracle of God and all of us remain here by the work of the Holy Spirit.  So, let us 
appreciate what God has given us in each other, as a church of sinner/saints. 

Appreciating his fellow believers, Paul wanted to help them keep growing in their faith.  Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may our God and Father himself and 
our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.   The church in Thessalonica didn’t exist because of Paul’s great vision 
and planning.  Quite the contrary, the Holy Spirit saw to it that Paul preached the gospel in that city and established a 
church of believers.  Paul was not able to stay long because persecution drove him from the city.  Paul then found 
himself in Corinth where he stayed for almost two years because of a vision from God.  He sent Timothy to Thessalonica 
to see how this young church was doing.  Had persecution completely wiped it out?  Were they holding onto the truth of 
the gospel?  Timothy returned with a positive report on that church and Paul was overjoyed. 

He wanted to get back there and help them grow, but he knew only God could make that happen.  Like a fullback 
blocking for a running back, God would have to clear the way for Paul to return to Thessalonica.  Since he could not be 
there in person, he wrote this letter instead.  He wanted to supply what is lacking in your faith.  Paul knew that the Devil 
would not stop his attacks on the Thessalonians just because they were standing firm in the faith.  In fact, he knew that 
the Devil would intensify his attacks.  Therefore, if the Thessalonians wanted to continue in the faith, they would need 
God to strengthen the faith they had.  In the same way, the Devil will only intensify his attacks against us as the end 
draws near.  Therefore, we too will want to strengthen the faith we have through the study of God’s Word. 

A simple report from a small group of believers.  A simple report that they still believed had a very profound effect 
on Paul.  It gave joy to his ministry and mission efforts.  We often don’t realize what a great effect we have on others.  
We are not an island in our own ocean all by ourselves.  Everything we do is noticed by someone.  People notice when 
we aren’t in church.  People notice when we are in church.  When we show our faith, it will have an impact on others.  
When we forgive others, when we attend church regularly, when we turn off offensive TV shows or watch the language 
we use, that will have an impact on others.  As Paul was moved by the faith of the Thessalonians Christians, so your faith 



has encouraged me more than you will ever know.  What great joy it is to see evidence of joyful faith among those who 
hear God’s Word.  We are encouraged by each other’s faith and such encouragement helps us grow in faith and love.   

Paul wrote, May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours 
does for you.  How do you get better fruit from a tree?  Do you try to make the blossoms better?  No, you try to make 
the tree better.  The better the tree; the better the fruit from the tree.  When Paul prays for their love to increase, that 
can only happen when their faith increases.  Better faith; better love. 

We can’t do that ourselves.  That’s why Paul wasn’t praying that the Thessalonians produce this increase in love; he 
prayed that God would grant them the increase. 

God makes our faith and love stronger by showing us his love.  He shows us the manger and says, “This is how much 
I loved you.”  Jesus dove down into our world of sin through a filthy sinner’s womb into a cattle stall.  He lived in a 
disgusting world and resisted its lure.  He allowed the same world to be smeared on his skin, heart and soul at the cross.  
He shows us the cross and says, “This is how much I loved you.  Enough to send my only Son to die for you.”  He shows 
us the empty grave and says, “This is how much I loved you.  Enough to allow myself to be buried – only to rise from the 
dead and leave your sins in the grave.”  It’s this love that strengthens our hearts and gives us an increase of faith and 
love. 

Paul’s goal for them and for us is that we be holy and blameless.  May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.  That’s what 
Paul wanted for the Thessalonians - what he prayed for. That’s what Paul wants for you as well. He doesn’t want scared 
Christians - fearful of God’s wrath at every corner. He doesn’t want us cowering at the wrath of God and doing things 
only out of fear of God’s punishment. He wants confident Christians - ones who know that God loves them. He wants 
you to confidently say, “I am holy in God’s sight. Jesus Christ has made me blameless - because he lived and died for me. 
If I were to die tonight, I know I would go to heaven.” This confidence - this strong heart - can only come from the Lord. 

Why was this so important to Paul? So that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father 
when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. This prayer was made with his sight on the advent of Christ. One day 
each and every one of us will stand before the judgment seat of Christ. You need to know your Savior to be ready for 
that Day. It won’t do to only be “good” on Judgment Day - you’ll have to be perfect. Therefore, you need to know what 
makes you holy and blameless - the righteousness of Christ. That’s why it’s one of the first readings we have this Advent. 
He wanted his people to be ready for the coming of Christ - to look forward to it. So he prayed that God would bless his 
efforts to come to the Thessalonians and give them the strength they needed for this coming. 

Vince Lombardi is known as one of the greatest coaches of all time.  Lombardi was known as a great motivator - a 
perfectionist. One of the things he said to his team during training camp was, “the harder you work, the harder it is to 
surrender. If you quit now, during these workouts, you’ll quit in the middle of the season, during a game. Once you learn 
to quit, it becomes a habit. We don’t want anyone here who’ll quit. We want 100 percent out of every individual, and if 
you don’t want to give it, get out. Just get up and get out, right now.” (Instant Replay: 26-27: Kramer) He understood 
that his players needed to be ready to work and train hard in order to achieve the goal - and as a coach - he drove them 
to achieve the prize. 

Paul wanted his congregation to win the prize. He trained them with the Word of God. He gave his all - even working 
so as not to be a burden on the Thessalonians. They were running a good race - and their faith was being reported 
throughout the world. But their work wasn’t done yet. He didn’t want them to quit in the middle of the season - not 
until Jesus Christ came. 

Every day that we live, we are growing closer to the end of the season. Jesus Christ could come every day. Now is 
not the time to quit your growing. Now is not the time to assume you are strong enough. 

So, in this new church year, may that be our resolution:  To grow more through more time in God’s Word.  May we 
use the new hymnals and psalters as tools to help us be in God’s Word where we will grow in faith and love and be 
blameless at the Advent of Jesus. 


