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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

  

Welcome! 
 All worshipers are asked to complete an online ‘Connection Card’ on our 

website www.stpaulappletonwi.com. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 

 

 

Those wishing to attend Holy Communion 

Lutherans understand Holy Communion as, among other things, a 

statement of agreement with the church’s teachings. For this reason, you 

will not want to commune with us until you have had a chance to compare 

your beliefs with our church’s.  Please speak to our pastor about this before 

receiving communion with us. 

 

 

If you choose to take a hard-copy bulletin: 

please either take it with you or dispose of it after the service. They will not 

be re-used. Thank you! 
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Pentecost 15                                                                 Sept. 2nd & 5th, 2021 

This is Your Life - Loved 
We continue our series on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians which gives us an album of pictures of 

the Christian life.  Today, we look at the picture of Christian marriage. 

 

HYMN                               Oh, Blest the House, Whate’er Befall – CW 506 
 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 

sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

 For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great 

mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our 

sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive 

from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all 

HOLY BAPTISM (8am service)                                         CW p. 12 

Hilda Rose Koepke 
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who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

P: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the 

hope of heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 
 

GLORY BE TO GOD  

 

 
 

SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

 Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and 

love; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what 

you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 

FIRST LESSON          Joshua 24:1, 2a, 14-18 
We will serve the Lord 

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned 

the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented 

themselves before God. 2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what 

the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with 

all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond 

the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving 

the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day 

whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the 

Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But 

as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 16 Then the people 

answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! 17 It 

was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of 

Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before 

our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the 

nations through which we traveled. 18 And the Lord drove out before us 

all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will 

serve the Lord, because he is our God.” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                     Psalm 71 
We take refuge in the Lord 
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SECOND LESSON & SERMON TEXT                             Ephesians 5:21-31 
Love and submit  

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit 

yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the 

husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his 

body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so 

also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, 

love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through 

the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without 

stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this 

same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He 

who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own 
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body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the 

church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will 

leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 

become one flesh.” 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY (1Timothy 1:10b) 

P: Alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death 

C: and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

Alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                  John 6:60-69 
The Words of Eternal Life 

P: The Gospel according to John chapter six.  

C: Glory be to you, O Lord.  

On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who 

can accept it?” 61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, 

Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the 

Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the 

flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full 

of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” 

For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe 

and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you 

that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.” 
66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer 

followed him. 67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the 

Twelve. 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know 

that you are the Holy One of God.” 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray – CW 500 
 

SERMON                                                                      Pastor Kenneth Frey 

The picture of a perfect marriage 
 

NICENE CREED    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 
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 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

     Scriptures. He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son   

  is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
Today we offer individual cup distribution of the Lord’s Supper. For those unable 

to drink alcohol, there is white grape juice.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  

Please speak to a pastor if you need either one. 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 
 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
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give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that 

we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with all the 

saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY              Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you 

for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of 

love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the 

devil’s power. 

 By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

 By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

 By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

 By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
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 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your 

table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s 

body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with 

him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come, your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

   Now and forever.    Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                     Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  
 

LAMB OF GOD John 1:29  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN     Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared – CW 312 
 

SONG OF SIMEON Luke 2:29-32 
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P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through 

this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened 

our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of 

the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                 Love Is the Gracious Gift – CW 505 

 

Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Kenneth Frey 

               Organist: Nancy Zander 

Service Teams: 

6:00 p.m. C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, C. Feidt, P. 

Rooyakkers, J. Kaepernick  

8:00 a.m.  B. Holz (Head Usher), J./M./C. Holz, G. Fredericks, 

M. Fay 

9:30 a.m. R. Fischer (Head Usher), J. Fischer, R. Vogel, 

T./M./B./B. Blob, M./M. Eichsteadt, P. Tiedt, C. 

Wilson, T./T. Paschen, E. Dvorak 

Greeters: 

6:00 p.m. M. & M. Juzenas 

8:00 a.m. D. Falck, T. Falck 

9:30 a.m. J. & J. Bork 

Altar Guild:  J. Kaepernick 


