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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

  

Welcome! 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost                        Sept. 27th & 28th, 2020 

Christianity has No Limit on Letting Go 
Today, in his Word, God speaks to us about the correlation between being forgiven and being 

forgiving, between receiving much and giving much. 

 

HYMN                                      Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – CW 234 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

KYRIE 

 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  

 Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and 

follow after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be 

ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                  Genesis 50:15-21 
Joseph reassures his brothers 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What 

if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs 

we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left 

these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to 

Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they 

committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the 

servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, 

Joseph wept. 18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down 

before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 19 But Joseph said to them, 

“Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm 

me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, 

the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you 

and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                   Psalm 103 
We praise God’s compassion 
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SECOND LESSON & SERMON TEXT                          2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
Generosity encouraged 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should 

give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 

bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: “They have 
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freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures 

forever.” 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 

will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the 

harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that 

you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity 

will result in thanksgiving to God. 

 

KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1 SING                        I am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

I am Jesus little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need, and well provides me,  

Loves me every day the same, Even calls me by my name. 
 

Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go Where the quiet waters flow. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                            Matthew 18:21-35 
The unmerciful servant 

 
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 

forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 

accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who 

owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was 

not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children 

and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 “At this the servant fell 

on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 

back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the 

debt and let him go. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of 

his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him 

and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with 

me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had 

the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the 

other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went 

and told their master everything that had happened. 32 “Then the master 

called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that 
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debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master 

handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all 

he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless 

you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                                     Not Unto Us – CW 392 

 

SERMON                                                                   Rev. Dr. Michael Dietz 

Scarcity or Abundance? 

 

CREATE IN ME  
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OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 



 
 

11 

HYMN                                       Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive – CW 493 

 

P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 

strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

HYMN                                 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me – CW 389 v. 3 & 4 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 

 

Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz  

               Organist: Nancy Zander 

 

Service Teams: 

  8:00 a.m. R. Hoh (Head Usher), G. Petermann, B. 

Hopfensperger, M./C. Krueger, T. Luehring 

  9:15 a.m. J. Bork, D. Falck, C. Woehler  

          10:30 a.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), T. Falck, A. Ziegler, D. 

Olson, J. Bork, T. Falck, M. Spaude, D. Falck 

6:00 p.m.  C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, C. Feidt, P. 

Rooyakkers, J. Kaepernick, J. Eckstein 
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In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
 

Church Office  733-9061 
School Office  733-9061 
Child Care Center 733-9061 

 
Senior Pastor Kenneth Frey 

213-6919 
kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Outreach and Family Ministry 

Pastor Matthew Holtz 
733-9061 

mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer 
725-0168 

djninmer@new.rr.com 
 

School Principal Jason Kelley 
733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director Candace Schulz 
733-9061 

cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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