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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

  

Welcome! 

 All worshipers are asked to sign the Fellowship Cards during the offering. 

These are located in the card holders in the pew. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Help yourself to printed copies of the sermon located in the racks on the 

back pews. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 Children’s Quiet Bags can be found on the coat rack in the entry way. Please 

return them to the basket after the service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

3 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost                              Sept. 13th & 14th, 2020 

Christianity Deals with the Problems of Pleasure 
In view of God’s mercy, we take up our cross, denying self, and serving others living sacrifices.   

 

HYMN                                                                 Speak, O Lord – CWS 735 
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P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

KYRIE 

 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 



 
 

5 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  

 O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your 

never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, 

and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                Jeremiah 15:15-21 
God will make him a wall 

Lord, you understand; remember me and care for me. Avenge me on my 

persecutors. You are long-suffering—do not take me away; think of how I 

suffer reproach for your sake. 16 When your words came, I ate them; they 

were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, Lord God 

Almighty. 17 I never sat in the company of revelers, never made merry 

with them; I sat alone because your hand was on me and you had filled 

me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain unending and my wound grievous 

and incurable? You are to me like a deceptive brook, like a spring that 

fails. 19 Therefore this is what the Lord says: “If you repent, I will restore 

you that you may serve me; if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you 

will be my spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn 

to them. 20 I will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you to 

rescue and save you,” declares the Lord. 21 “I will save you from the hands 

of the wicked and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                   Psalm 121 
We trust God’s care 
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SECOND LESSON                                                                Romans 12:1-8 
Living sacrifices 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 

offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 

your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 

be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 

perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not 

think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself 

with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to 

each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, 

and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, 

though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 

others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of 

us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your 

faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to 

encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 

generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 

cheerfully. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY (CW 186 v. 4) 

C: ♬ O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, Lead us to love your sacred 

Word; The holy flame of love impart, That kindness may inspire 

each heart, O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON & SERMON TEXT                              Matthew 16:21-26 
Take up your cross 

 
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go 

to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief 

priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the 

third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 23 Jesus 

turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 

block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely 

human concerns.” 24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to 

be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
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me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses 

their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain 

the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in 

exchange for their soul?  

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN                                           Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken – CW 465 

 

SERMON                                                                      Pastor Kenneth Frey 

Embrace the dear cross! 

 

CREATE IN ME  
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OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 

HYMN                                            In the Cross of Christ I Glory – CW 345 
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P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 

strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

HYMN                 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke – CW 453 v. 1, 4, 5 
 
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 

 

Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz  

               Organist: Vogel / Machkovech 

 

Service Teams: 

  8:00 a.m. R. Hoh (Head Usher), G. Petermann, B. 

Hopfensperger, M./C. Krueger, T. Luehring 

  9:15 a.m. J. Bork, D. Falck, C. Woehler  

          10:30 a.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), T. Falck, A. Ziegler, D. 

Olson, J. Bork, T. Falck, M. Spaude, D. Falck 

6:00 p.m.  C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, C. Feidt, P. 

Rooyakkers, J. Kaepernick, J. Eckstein 

 

 

 


