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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists
to nurture believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word
and Sacraments.

Welcome!

e Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the
front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents.

e Anelevator is available on the north side of the church entrance.

e The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The
area is equipped with closed circuit TV.

e Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic
devices.

e Children’s Activity Bags are available in the narthex. Please return them
to the ‘used’ bin after service.




ON THE PRIVILEGE AND PURPOSE OF PRAYER

When it comes to the uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven and who goes to hell, it is natural
to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that is to direct our attention to more theoretical
questions. “What is heaven like?” “How old will we be there?”” Today someone asks, “Lord, are only
a few going to be saved?” Jesus brushes all such questions aside. Instead, he answers the question
we should be asking. “How might | be saved?” Jesus explains there is only one way—entering
through a very narrow door. Jesus’ words cut deep! For he teaches that it is very easy to develop a
false sense of security about our standing before God based on some superficial familiarity we have
with him. Jesus warns that many who think they are on the path to heaven will end up shut out.
These wounding words of Jesus provide healing, pushing us toward that narrow door: faith in him.

Service Setting 3, CW p. 188
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty CW 624

Stand

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved
you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I
deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my
Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the 4+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy W 190
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory to God in the Highest W 191
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and
love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what
you command; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 66:18-24
Many of those closest to God’s saving acts will reject them and perish. Meanwhile, many
who seemed to be far from the kingdom will hear of God’s grace, believe, and be saved.

18“And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to
come and gather the people of all nations and languages, and they will
come and see my glory.

19l will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who
survive to the nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians
(famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to the distant islands
that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim
my glory among the nations. 2°And they will bring all your people,
from all the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering
to the LORD—on horses, in chariots and wagons, and on mules and



camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring
their grain offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean
vessels. #And I will select some of them also to be priests and Levites,”
says the LORD.

22As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure
before me,” declares the LORD, “so will your name and descendants
endure. »From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to
another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,” says the
LORD. 24“And they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those
who rebelled against me; the worms that eat them will not die, the fire
that burns them will not be quenched, and they will be loathsome to
all mankind.”

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven CW 621
Second Reading Hebrews 12:18-24

Entering the narrow door into eternal life has nothing to do with keeping the Law of
Moses. It has everything to do with Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant, who paid
for our sin with his blood.

8You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is
burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; '9to a trumpet blast or
to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no
further word be spoken to them, *°because they could not bear what
was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be
stoned to death.” >The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am
trembling with fear.”

22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of
angels in joyful assembly, #to the church of the firstborn, whose names
are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24to Jesus the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than
the blood of Abel.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation Luke 13:29
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Gospel & Sermon Text Luke 13:22-30
Jesus urges, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door.”

22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he
made his way to Jerusalem. 3Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few
people going to be saved?”

He said to them, >4“Make every effort to enter through the narrow
door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.
350nce the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will
stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’

26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in
our streets.’

27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.
Away from me, all you evildoers!

28“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God,
but you yourselves thrown out. 2People will come from east and west
and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the
kingdom of God. 3°Indeed there are those who are last who will be
first, and first who will be last.”



The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness CW 573
Sermon Pastor Justin Shrum
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
Prayer of the Church
Offering & WELS Connection

Before the Throne of God Above CW 561

Stand



Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.
May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

Ten Thousand Reasons CW 607

Acknowledgments

Setting Three from Christian Worship

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©
1973, 1978, 1984, 201 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright
©1973, 1978, 1984, 201 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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WORSHIP NOTES
Preacher: Justin Shrum
Presiding Minister: Justin Shrum
Accompanist: Becky Ryan
Featuring the Hallel Group

Service Teams:

8:00 a.m. Team Hoh; AV: G. Fredericks
9:30 a.m. Team Woehler; AV: Z. Vogel
6:00 p.m. Team Paulson
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Welcome

In an age of anxiety we still
believe that peace comes from Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.

In an age of confusion we still
believe that the Bible is the word of
God, inerrant and infallible.

In an age of doubt we still believe
that Jesus was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin
Mary.

In an age of guilt we still believe
that Jesus died on the cross to pay
for the sins of the world, bringing
complete pardon and joy to all
believers.

In an age of reason we still believe
that God is at work in the
sacraments of Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion.

In an age of change we still believe
in one unchanging God: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

Whether you are a first time visitor
or returning guest, we are delighted
to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with
us again.

Scan the QR code below for access
to the Church Center App.

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church
302 N. Morrison St.
Appleton, WI 54911

Admin Offices 920-733-9061

Coordinating Pastor
Matt Holtz
970-576-1154
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com

Associate Pastor
Justin Shrum
920-512-4318
jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.com

Visitation Pastor
Philip Birner
920-414-2040

pmbirner@gmail.com

School Principal
Jason Kelley
920-733-9061
jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com

ECC Director
Candace Schulz
920-733-9061
cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on
WNAM radio, 1280 AM

Videos of our service today can be
found on our YouTube page or our
website:
www.stpaulappletonwi.com
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