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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost                                 July 26th & 27th, 2020             

The Christian is Planted by the Word 
The seed of God’s Word is planted in us.  May we receive it in joy and bring forth fruits of 

faith.   

 

HYMN                                       Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty – CW 255 
 

INVOCATION 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 

serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve 

only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to 

him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 

called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 

mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 
  

 P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven you all your sins. By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your 

guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to 

live according to his will. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

C: ♬ Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.  

 Blessed are they who take refuge in him.  

 Your Word, O Lord is eternal; 

 it stands firm in the heavens. 

 Your faithfulness continues forever. 

 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

   Blessed are they who take refuge in him.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. 
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By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits 

in faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: ♬ Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON & SERMON TEXT Isaiah 55:10-11 
God’s Word will accomplish its purpose 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to 

it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it 

yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that 

goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will 

accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 65 
We praise God’s care for us 
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SECOND LESSON Romans 8:18-25 
 We eagerly await our adoption 
 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 

glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager 

expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was 

subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one 

who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from 

its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the 

children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning 

as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, 

but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 

we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no 

hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for 

what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY (Deuteronomy 30:14)  

ALL: Alleluia. The Word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in 

your heart so you may obey it. Alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 24-30 
The Parable of the Sower 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such 

large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, 

while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things 

in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was 

scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate 

it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 

sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came 

up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 

root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 

plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let 

them hear.” 24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven 

is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was 

sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went 

away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds 

also appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t 

you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want 

us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are 

pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow 

together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First 

collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 

wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 

 C: ♬ Praise be to you, O Christ!   
 

HYMN                                    Almighty God, Your Word is Cast – CW 324 

 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Matthew Holtz 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED      

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand  

 of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.     

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever.       Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                       Preach You the Word – CW 544 

 

P:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 

believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 

hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 

comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: ♬ Amen. 
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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   The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

   The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: ♬ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                                                Speak, O Lord – CWS 735 
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Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz  

               Organist: Nancy Zander  

 

Service Teams: 

  8:00 a.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), T. Falck, A. Ziegler, D. 

Olson, J. Bork, T. Falck, M. Spaude, D. Falck  

9:30 a.m. R. Hoh (Head Usher), G. Petermann, B. 

Hopfensperger, M./C. Krueger, T. Luehring 

6:00 p.m.  C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, C. Feidt, P. 

Rooyakkers, J. Kaepernick, J. Eckstein 

 

 

 


