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Get to know Pastor J 
 

Childhood and Upbringing 

I was born in Fresno, California, but was raised in a 

suburb of Fresno called Clovis. I am an only child of an 

only child. My grandfather on my mother’s side was 

originally from Oklahoma but he 

and his family moved to California 

during the depression. My mother 

and father divorced when I was 

born. For much of my life, my birth 

father was absent. I didn’t grow up 

in a Christian home. My 

grandmother and grandfather on 

my mother’s side were believers 

but didn’t regularly attend a local 

church. As a baby I was baptized 

in a Catholic church but I didn’t 

come to know Jesus until later in 

my life, though I believed in a 

divine being.  

 

Education 

My entire education 

experience from preschool through high school was in 

public school. I was not a good student. I had 

undiagnosed Attention Deficit Disorder which made 

learning difficult. I paid attention to subjects and 

assignments that interested me and everything else 

proved to be a challenge.  

After graduating High School in 2001, I attempted 

community college three times before giving up all 

together. In 2008, after my honorable discharge from the 

U.S. Navy, I attended California Christian College. My 

focus was pastoral ministry, but I had grown discontented 

with what I was learning, and in 2009, prior to my adult 

confirmation, I was accepted to Martin Luther College.  I 

graduated in 2013 with a pre-seminary certification and 

then began my seminary career, which I completed in 

2017 earning my Masters of Divinity from Wisconsin 

Lutheran Seminary. 

 

Military 

When the towers went down in 2001 many people 

sought to serve their country and I was one of them. Due 

to the influx of patriotism, my ship out date to basic was 

pushed to November of 2002. I was in basic training for 

10 Weeks and then did 7 weeks of training for my naval 

path, better known as “rate.” After my trade school I was 

sent to National Naval Medical 

Center in Bethesda Maryland. I 

served two years at the naval 

hospital providing specialized 

meals for marines returning from 

combat and expectant mothers. 

In 2005, I transferred to Atlantic 

Fleet Command Norfolk Virginia 

where I was attached to the USS 

San Jacinto. 

My service on the San Jacinto 

started in the general mess until I 

was promoted to the officer’s 

mess. When I advanced in rank I 

was relocated to the general 

mess as a Galley Watch Captain 

with seven cooks’ underneath 

me. I served aboard the San 

Jacinto until 2008 when I processed out of active duty. 

While on active duty I was a part of two deployments. The 

first was a six-month deployment to the Persian Gulf. The 

second was a seven month show of force deployment to 

the Mediterranean. In July of 2008 I was honorably 

discharged from active duty and spent two years in 

inactive duty. 

 

Spiritual History   

Spirituality was mentioned and discussed occasionally 

while I was growing up. My grandfather was raised Baptist 

and my grandmother was Catholic until she became 

Baptist, at least in name only. I heard a lot about “god” 

growing up but there was not a great deal about Jesus 

that was discussed, and church attendance was not 

common in my family.  

For much of my adolescent life I would have to 

describe myself as a deist. Praise Jesus that he brought a 

military chaplain into my life while I was serving in Norfolk, 

Virginia. His name was Carey Cash, and he was a Southern 

Baptist chaplain in the Navy. He was a father figure to me. 
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He shared the gospel with me and started me in “new 

Christian” classes. Then the Lord brought into my life 

another chaplain whose name was Bob Christian. He 

encouraged my faith and my desire to serve in the 

pastoral ministry. 

During my military career, from 2005 to 2008, I was a 

member in various Christian denominations. At some 

point in my life, I was a Catholic, Southern Baptist, Free-

will Baptist, Pentecostal, Assembly of God, and Non-

Denominational.  

I personally struggled with infant baptism, conversion, 

and Last Things. I spent several weeks trying to disprove 

the WELS pastor who was teaching my BIC. However, 

through study and guidance the Lord brought me to the 

truth according to His Word. I was never someone who 

wanted to belong to a church body just the Body of Christ. 

I was tired of hearing opinions and speculations. I wanted 

the Word of God and nothing else. I have grown to love 

and appreciate the work of those who came before me. 

 

Family Life 

My wife Stacy and I met on a dating website in 2007. 

After dating for several months, Stacy and I became 

engaged. After returning from a 7-month deployment, we 

were married at St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Saginaw, Michigan. We have two children, our daughter 

Kora is in heaven with our Savior Jesus and our son Judah 

who we adopted in 2019. With a young and energetic son, 

much of our time is spent throwing around balls, running 

around the house, playing with cars, reading and 

introducing Judah to Disney films. We love going to 

farmers’ markets, coffee shops, zoos and listening to 

various kinds of music. 
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Worship Schedule 
Sunday services: 8:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.  

Monday evenings: 6:00 p.m. 

Our 8am Sunday services are on facebook live and can 

also be heard on WNAM 1280 AM.  

New Series Begins 7/10: FOCUSED A unique feature of 

Luke’s Gospel is the section in the middle often called “the 

travel narrative.” This lengthy section began in chapter 9 

when Luke told us that Jesus “resolutely set out for 

Jerusalem” (v51). While there are many events and side 

trips that occur during this travel narrative, Luke regularly 

stresses that nothing is going to dissuade Jesus from 

going to Jerusalem where he will fulfill his life’s mission. 

Jesus was very focused. Jesus’ mission and the purpose of 

this journey was not to gain an earthly crown. Throughout 

this travel narrative, Jesus makes clear that this world was 

not his real home. He teaches that this world is not our 

real home either. Jesus is focused on heaven. His mission 

is to get us there by going to Jerusalem and making the 

ultimate sacrifice to pay for our sin. Nothing would stop 

him. “He set his face like flint,” Isaiah tells us (50:7). Jesus 

was focused. As we watch the focused actions of our 

Savior… as we focus carefully on his words… something 

wonderful happens. Jesus gives focus to our lives. We 

finally see things clearly: how to love our neighbor, the 

true purpose of worship, the blessing of prayer, what is 

treasure (and what is not). In this series, as Christ speaks 

to us through his Word, may he make us properly focused. 

6/30, 7/3 Nation – God Bless Our Native Land (services 

on Mon. 6/30 @ 6pm & Sun. 7/3 @8am & 9:30am) 

7/10, 7/11 Proper 10 – Focused Love Finds a Neighbor 

Rather than Avoiding One 

7/17, 7/18 Proper 11 – Focused Worship Seeks Service 

from Jesus More than Service for Jesus 

7/24, 7/25 Proper 12 – Focused Prayer Claims what God 

Wants for Us, Not what We Want from Him 

7/31, 8/1 Proper 13 – Focused Living Properly Values 

Earthly Wealth 
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Official Acts 
Forever with the Lord: 

Lynn Mallow departed this life on June 13th, 2022 at the 

age of 61 years, 10 months, and 16 days. 
 

Adult Confirmation/Baptism: 

Tammy Collier 
 

Transfer Out:  

Mike, Mary, & Whitney Eichsteadt 

Released: 

Mike, Emma, & Elizabeth Verkuylen 
 

Baptized:   

Traeh Gard, daughter of Nicholas & Nasia Gard 

 

Financials through May 31st, 2022    
                   May.  July – May  

Income    $ 297,401         $ 2,252,723  

Expense  $ 195,728         $ 2,162,122 

Behind / Ahead             $ 101,673         $      90,601 

All bills are paid; all obligations are met. 
 

 

School News 
Mission Statement:  
Using God’s Word as our guide, St. Paul Lutheran School will raise up 

future generations of Christians in our community by assisting parents in 

the Christian teaching of their children and by striving for excellence in all 

areas of instruction. 

Summer Email Communications: Parents/Guardians of 

St. Paul Lutheran School for the 2022-2023 school year, 

please look for a summer email communication from Mr. 

Kelley that will come out late June/early July. This 

communication will have all the necessary items for you 

to complete for the upcoming school year. Our back-to-

school worship service will be held on August 21 at 

9:30AM with school registration afterward. The first day of 

school will be Wednesday, August 24. 

 

LWMS 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you 

may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 

take heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 

A message from Gunnar Ledermann of Divine 

Peace, Rockwall, TX:  

Divine Peace Church in Rockwall, Texas, faithfully 

shares the good news of Jesus’ forgiveness and love with 

our members and community. Since our start as a mission 

church in 2016, we have made many connections with our 

neighbors, businesses, non-profits, and community 

leaders. The Lord has provided opportunities to serve 

them with prayers, time, activities, help, and of course, the 

Word of God. As our church grows, we are watching God 

bring more and more gifted individuals to our church for 

the good of his kingdom, allowing us to serve one another 

and our community, not only in our established ministries, 

but also in creative new ways. We look forward to God’s 

continued blessings among us. 

 

Pastor Shrum Potluck 
 Hopefully, you were you able to attend the 

installation of Pastor Shrum and meet Pastor, Stacy and 

Judah. The food was delicious. Thank you to EVERYONE 

who helped make the Sunday potluck a success.   

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church and 

School Project Wish List 

1. Small Playground Improvements  ? 

2. Refinish Pews    $40,000 

3. Classroom doors    $29,000 

4. Loan payoff                                            $253,616 

5. School Bathroom Remodel   ? 

Any donations (large or small) given toward these 

items is greatly appreciated. Some of these items/projects 

have been purchased/completed and we are looking for 

members to help in covering any part of the costs 

involved. For a closer look at these items as well as giving 

options, including ‘Easy Tithe’, please follow this link: Wish 

List Giving.    

 

FVL News 
FVL is accepting applications for 2 positions - Facilities 

and Custodial Assistants. Go 

to fvlhs.org/about/employment for details. 

International Students need host families to be able to 

attend FVL in 2022-23. Students stay for 9 months and 

pay their own expenses. Families receive a stipend to 

offset costs. Contact Monica Uhlenbrauck 

(muhlenbrauck@fvlhs.org). This is a wonderful ministry 

opportunity for your family! 

Thank you for the prayers and support you have 

shared with FVL! Your continued support helps FVL with 

the mission of preparing students for lives of service and 

for eternity. You make a difference! Please watch our 

video thank you from President Loberger 

at fvlhs.org/thank-you 

 

http://www.stpaulappletonwi.com/giving/e-giving
http://www.stpaulappletonwi.com/giving/e-giving
http://email.fvlhsorg.myenotice.com/c/eJwVjsuKxCAQRb8mLoPaxpiFi9nMb4SKj1ZQS5LqhPn7seHC4S4OHG_XALBxViGX3N579nYRemHZagkmqkV7HpTYRZQD3AQzKV7QQUl40fzVWLIHOOdXro2HJa7iZWAJW_SHNBvXwXhWbCLq1_T6meTv2PM8c7xLumY83-PDgR8aDLUX_KuhEXPYCBx9iyRXQgl22npjSXD60XBRh0-B3ksgbE-eHVZGtiHlmB1QxrZf4byzC_96q0yX
mailto:muhlenbrauck@fvlhs.org?subject=email%20to%20Monica%20Uhlenbrauck
http://email.fvlhsorg.myenotice.com/c/eJwVjrtuxCAURL_GlBbYPOyCYpvtV0qTyrrmEV8JAzLXG-Xvw0ojzTRnZrw1AWDl7ARMmH829FYJrRhaPcESpdKeByk2EadufAnLIHkqDtJRGo0fjB1WGrNGr7zQk1Gr0iqa2btl71Wgw7yzZA-i2ob5MUzPrr9y0z3uoUcuv5711VZ8fDNXMoGjz4uJSyEFu-z5LumAy_fdRhXuBLWmQCX_4ujKycjmQhjRAWHJWwvXG134BylKRi0

