
_________________________________________Pentecost 8___ 

This is Your Life - Adopted 

 
 

Those wishing to attend Holy Communion 

Lutherans understand Holy Communion as, among other things, a statement of 

agreement with the church’s teachings. For this reason, you will not want to 

commune with us until you have had a chance to compare your beliefs with our 

church’s.  Please speak to our pastor about this before receiving communion with 

us. 
 

If you choose to take a hard-copy bulletin: 

please either take it with you or dispose of it after the service. They will not be re-

used. Thank you! 
 

July 18th & 19th, 2021 
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Pentecost 8                                                                 July 18th & 19th, 2021 

This is your life - Adopted 
This week we begin a series on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians which focuses on our life in 

Christ.  Today, we see that we were chosen in Christ from eternity to be adopted into God’s 

family through faith. 

 

HYMN                               Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation – CW 531 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 

sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

 For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great 

mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our 

sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive 

from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all 

who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 
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P: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the 

hope of heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD  

 

 
 

SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 
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 Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. 

By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth 

fruits in faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen.  

 

FIRST LESSON Amos 7:10-15 
Amos persecuted 

Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of 

Israel: “Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. 

The land cannot bear all his words. 11 For this is what Amos is saying: 

“‘Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile, away 

from their native land.’” 12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you 

seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your 

prophesying there. 13 Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is 

the king’s sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom.” 14 Amos answered 

Amaziah, “I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was a 

shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15 But the Lord took 

me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 

Israel.’  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 78 
We praise God’s Word 
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SECOND LESSON & SERMON TEXT                          Ephesians 1:3-14 
Chosen in Christ  

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 

us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he 

chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the 

praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 

loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he 

lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to 

us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he 

purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their 

fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under 

Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according 
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to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the 

purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope 

in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were 

included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a 

seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our 

inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to 

the praise of his glory. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  

 
 

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 6:7-13 
Jesus sent out the Twelve 

P: The Gospel according to Mark chapter six.  

C: Glory be to you, O Lord.  

Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and 

gave them authority over impure spirits. 8 These were his instructions: 

“Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no 

money in your belts. 9 Wear sandals but not an extra shirt. 10 Whenever 

you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11 And if any 

place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake 

the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 They went out and 
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preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out many demons and 

anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Lord, ‘Tis Not that I Did Choose You – CW 380 

 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Matthew Holtz 
 

NICENE CREED    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

     Scriptures. He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son   

  is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING 



 
 

8 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
Today we offer individual cup distribution of the Lord’s Supper. For those unable 

to drink alcohol, there is white grape juice.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  

Please speak to a pastor if you need either one. 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 

give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that 

we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with all the 

saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY              Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you 

for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of 

love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the 

devil’s power. 

 By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

 By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

 By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

 By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your 

table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s 

body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with 

him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come, your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

   Now and forever.    Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                     Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 
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 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  

 

LAMB OF GOD John 1:29  

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN      

Now I Have Found the Firm Foundation – CW 386 
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SONG OF SIMEON Luke 2:29-32 

 

 
 

P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through 

this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened 

our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of 

the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                                    Not Unto Us – CW 392 
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Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz 

               Organist: Dan Vogel / Philip Machkovech 

 

Service Teams: 

8:00 a.m.  P. Abitz (Head Usher), J. Volhard, D. & V. 

Sheldon, J. & S. Dunsirn, P. Tiedt 

 9:30 a.m. D. Paulson (Head Usher), J./P. Cherney, J. Immel, 

M. Schlueter, E. Dvorak, K./M./S. Paulson, 

M./K./C. Runkel 

 6:00 p.m. C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, C. Feidt, P. 

Rooyakkers, J. Kaepernick 

 

Altar Guild:  C. Frey, M. Reichel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


