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2 Corinthians 13:11-14 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one 
mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.  12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All God’s 
people here send their greetings.  14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

Blessed in the Church of the Triune God 
1.  Live in peace with each other 

2.  Enjoy the fellowship of the Church 
3.  Received the blessing of the Triune God 

 
Today is Trinity Sunday.  It is about the only Sunday of the church year that focuses on a doctrine and not an event.  

The high festivals of the church all focus on events:  Christmas, Good Friday, Easter and even Pentecost.  But this Sunday 
we focus on the Trinity, not an event, but a truth of God’s Word.  The words, “Trinity” and “Triune” are not found in the 
Bible but the truth they express is.  The Bible clearly teaches that there is only one God.  Deuteronomy 6:4 says very 
directly, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”  And yet the Bible speaks of three persons, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, who are all called God, have godly qualities and worshiped as God.  Yet, all three persons are distinct from 
each other.  So there are three but only one.   

The Athanasian Creed, which we usually speak on Trinity Sunday but we won’t today because of our shortened 
service, summarizes it very well.  “We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God, without mixing 
the persons or dividing the divine being.  For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—is distinct, but the 
deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and coeternal in majesty.”   

Then it explains further, “For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be God and 
Lord, so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords. The Father is neither made nor created 
nor begotten of anyone. The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone. The Holy Spirit is 
neither made nor created nor begotten, but proceeds from the Father and the Son.”  

Now, that’s just a little bit of the Creed.  It’s very well worth the time to read it in its entirety.  But someone has said 
that this is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to understanding God.  It only explains what God has revealed about 
himself in his Word.  Beyond that, we don’t know much.  So why does God tell us this about himself?  All teachings of 
God’s Word are useful for our salvation.  God teaches us this to see that we are blessed in the Church of the Triune God.   

Paul writes in our text today, Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, 
be of one mind, live in peace.   Paul is closing out the second of two long letters to the church in Corinth admonishing 
them for their lax discipline and false teachings.  Now, he encourages them to accept the admonishing he has written 
and take it to heart.  He says, “Aim for perfection.”  We don’t always aim for perfection, do we?  At times, we have 
treated our Lord as if he isn’t very high on our list of priorities.  We have ignored him and his will to go after the bait 
Satan has held before our eyes.  We have abused God’s name and reputation.  We have neglected his Word and 
worship.  And all this we have done to the Lord who has loved us from eternity and who has put that love into action for 
us.   

We have also been guilty of treating those around us as though they aren’t very high on our list of priorities either.  
We have acted as though the Lord hasn’t loved and redeemed them and as though they are not precious in his sight.  
Our ways need mending.  We need to aim higher.   

God is telling us here not to be satisfied with any sin in your life.  We have our pet sins that we think aren’t so bad – 
that’s just me.  But God says don’t be satisfied with any sin in your life.  Friends will encourage you to take the easy way 
out by giving up many of the truths of God’s Word about how God wants you to live.  You don’t want to look like a nerd 
by saying no.  Take the easy way out by joining them, you may think.  Do you want to have the fun of marriage without 
the commitment of marriage?  Satan will tell you to take the easy way out.  Have fun with as many girls as you want.  
You have plenty of time to be tied down later.   

Not, God doesn’t want us to be satisfied with any sin in our lives.  He wants us to be admonished by his word and 
repent.  Then he says, Encourage one another, that is, take each other to the cross of Jesus and see the forgiveness we 
share through the grace of Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Encouraged by the gospel, we 
can treat him better, treat others better.   



That begins by thinking the same.  Be of one mind, he says.  You have seen cliques in the classroom, haven’t you?  
How well do you think that works in the church?  That’s one reason we care so strongly and work to make sure everyone 
who is a part of this church is of one mind when it comes to Scripture.  We may disagree on other things, but we want to 
be on the same page when it comes to what we believe.  That unity brings peace in the church. 

Paul told them, Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All God’s people here send their greetings.  “There is no ‘I’ in 
team.”  I’m sure you have heard that expression.  It means that we can’t be selfish and self-centered when it comes to 
being a team.  We need to work together.  So, Paul encouraged them to greet each other with a kiss.   

That ancient eastern custom was very common in Paul’s day.  It was an expression of respect and friendship.  It is 
similar to our handshake, which we don’t do much these days.  In these days of Covid-19 we wouldn’t think of greeting 
each other with a kiss.  We don’t get within 6 feet of each other.  Paul encouraged this greeting an expression of unity 
based on thinking the same.  

One of the big problems in the church at Corinth which Paul had to address were the many divisions in the church – 
divisions behind different leaders, divisions over doctrine, divisions between rich and poor, divisions over things that 
didn’t even matter.  Paul encouraged them to take to heart the admonish of his letters and live the unity of the church. 

And then recognize the unity they have with those beyond the city of Corinth.  All God’s people here send their 
greetings.  We call it the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  Synod means “walking together.”  It expresses the unity 
we have because we are of one mind – not just with those in this congregation – but with all those around the world 
who share our confession of the truth and believe the same thing.   

We are blessed by this fellowship.  Through our synod we can support bringing the good news of Jesus to the world.  
Through our synod we have pastors and teachers well-trained to teach us God’s Word.  Through our synod we have 
materials for Christian education, worship and much more.  It is because of the early notice from synod leaders that we 
learned about the PPP loan. Our congregation was able to take advantage of that government benefit to keep paying 
our staff when things were shut down.  We are blessed in this worldwide fellowship and we are blessed by the Triune 
God. 

Paul closes the letter with a blessing that speaks first of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Grace is the undeserved 
free gift from Jesus.  Jesus was constantly giving things to people who didn’t deserve it.  Long before we existed, Jesus 
decided to die for us.  He decided to take our sins on his shoulders, and give us his righteousness.  He didn’t say we had 
to work for it.  We didn’t even have to ask for it.  He would just give it to us.   

When the Allied forces defeated Germany in WWII, thousands of prisoners were released.  Thousands of people 
were given their freedom.  Not one prisoner said, “No, I don’t believe the war is over.  I will stay here in this prison until 
you prove to me that the war is over.”  

When Jesus died on the cross, and then rose from the dead, billions of prisoners were freed.  According to the Bible, 
every person in the world, for all time, was freed from their guilt and condemnation.  But not everyone believes it.  They 
stay in their prison of sin and guilt not believing the grace of Christ.  But for us who believe, the war is over, we are freed 
from our guilt and we have the victory of Jesus’ grace. 

And we have the love of the Father.  Here is that familiar word to many of us:  agape, love that is undeserved and a 
love that takes action.  When you see the wonderful creation that the Father has designed – that’s undeserved love.  
When you see a beautiful sunset, enjoy a Friday fish fry or go to your job – that’s undeserved love.   

And this love of the Father is eternal.  It had no beginning and it has no end.  It is the love for you that always is from 
the God who always is.  We know and believe that because of the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.   

That word, “fellowship,” also translated as communion, has the idea of sharing.  Imagine never opening the blinds of 
your windows.  It could be a bright, sunny day and your house is dark.  That’s the way our hearts are until the Holy Spirit 
opens them to see the sunshine of Jesus Christ’s grace and the Father’s love.  Through Word and sacrament, the Holy 
Spirit brings us into fellowship with the grace and love of God.   

The Triune God has revealed himself to us for our blessing.  May we appreciate all that the Triune God does for our 
life and our salvation. And May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 
  


