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Fourth Sunday of Easter                                                          May 3rd, 2020 

Good Shepherd Sunday 
Those whom the Good Shepherd has called as his sheep readily recognize his care and 

concern. Even in suffering, his sheep experience his gracious care and follow him. 

 

HYMN                               Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head – CW 536 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

KYRIE 

 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  

 O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your 

life for the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving 

Word that we may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you 

live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

FIRST LESSON                                                          Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 
The first Christian martyr 

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the 

Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews 

because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of 

food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It 

would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in 

order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from 

among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will 

turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to 

prayer and the ministry of the word.” 5 This proposal pleased the whole 

group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also 

Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a 

convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who 

prayed and laid their hands on them. 7 So the word of God spread. The 

number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of 

priests became obedient to the faith. 8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s 

grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 
9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the 

Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the 

provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 7:2 To 

this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! 51 “You stiff-necked 

people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your 

ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet 

your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted 

the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 

murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was given 

through angels but have not obeyed it.” 54 When the members of the 

Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at 
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him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” 

he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God.” 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of 

their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and 

began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet 

of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen 

prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and 

cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 

this, he fell asleep. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                     Psalm 23 
 We trust the Good Shepherd 

 



 
 

7 

 

 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                                1 Peter 2:19-25 
    The Shepherd of our souls 

For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust 

suffering because they are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your 

credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you 

suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before 

God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 

you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no 

sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their 

insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 

Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself 

bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and 

live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you 

were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY (John 10:14) 

P:  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia. 

C: I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 

me.  Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                     John 10:1-10  
The Good Shepherd and the Gate 
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“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen 

by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 
2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought 

out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in 

fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 

stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did 

not understand what he was telling them. 7 Therefore Jesus said again, 

“Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come 

before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 

them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will 

come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 

full. 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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HYMN                                                The Lord’s My Shepherd – CWS 766  
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SERMON TEXT                                                                Hebrews 13:20-21                                   

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal 

covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his 

will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Matthew Holtz 

 

CREATE IN ME  
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OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 

HYMN                                                     I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb – CW 432 

 

P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 

strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

HYMN                                         Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus – CW 348 v. 1-2 
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Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz  

               Organist: Claire Rehberger 

 

 


