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Ascension/Graduation                                                          May 26th, 2022 

Power from Heaven Marches Victorious to the 

Ends of the Earth 
When the Church gathers, it regularly remembers Christ's ascension. The words "He ascended 

into heaven" are found in all three ecumenical creeds which we use to confess our faith. In 

addition, the Church sets aside a day each year on which this event takes center stage. This is 

for good reason. Jesus' ascension marked the fact that his work was complete. Never again 

will a sacrifice for sin need to be made. However, Jesus' ascension also marks that his work is 

just beginning. Through the Church Jesus now proclaims forgiveness throughout the world. 

The Church consists of people like us who are often weak and timid witnesses for Christ. So 

Jesus promised to send us his Spirit to give us power from heaven, that we might take the 

gospel to the ends of the earth.  
 

SERVICE:   The Service – Evening Prayer p. 215  

Opening Sentences CW 215 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

the light no darkness can overcome. 

  

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

and the day is almost over. 

  

Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

and hear our evening prayer and praise. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Faculty Sings                                                      Teach Me, O Lord 
Teach me, O Lord, the way I should go, let me walk the path that You prepared for 

me. O come take my hand, I'm at your command; Lord, teach me today. Teach me, O 

Lord, I pray. Show me, O Lord, the way I should go; I will follow in Your footsteps as 

you lead. Though the road may be long, I'm never alone; Lord teach me today. Teach 

me, O Lord, I pray. Your ways are sure and Your word is true. Your law is my delight. 

You are my guide and my friend, your love will never end. You are the Way, the 

Truth, the Life: You are Life! Lead me, O Lord: I give you my life; I will serve You, 

Lord, with gladness all my days. Lord, use me, I pray, and have thine own way; O 

lead me, O Lord, have Thine own way. Show me, O Lord, have Thine own way. Teach 

me, O Lord, I pray; have Thine own way. 
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Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led your 

people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ. May his Word be a 

lamp to our feet and a light to our path, for you are merciful and you 

love your whole creation. We, your creatures, glorify you—Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Psalm 141 CW 217 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: David Schack 

Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Let the incense of our prayers rise before you, O Lord, and let your 

mercy descend on us, that we may sing your praises with the Church 

on earth and forever in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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47A God Has Gone Up with a Shout Psalm 47A 

 

 

 
 Clap your hands, all you / nations; 

    shout to God with / cries of joy. 

For the LORD Most High is / awesome, 

    the great King over / all the earth. 

God reigns over the / nations; 

    God is seated on his / holy throne.   Refrain 

  

God has ascended amid / shouts of joy, 

    the LORD amid the sounding of / trumpets. 

Sing praises to God, sing / praises; 

    sing praises to our King, sing / praises. 

For God is the King of / all the earth; 

    sing to him a / psalm of praise. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 2005 Lynn L. Petersen. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 
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Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and believe your 

Word. Cleanse our minds and renew our hearts that we may live for 

you here and hereafter; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading                                                          Revelation 19:11-16  
St. John sees the ascended Lord as a warrior riding on a white horse fighting against all 
those who oppose Christ's gospel and his Church. 
11I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, 

whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and 

wages war. 12His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many 

crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he 

himself. 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 

Word of God. 14The armies of heaven were following him, riding on 

white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15Coming out 

of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. 

“He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of 

the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16On his robe and on his thigh 

he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading                                                            Luke 24:44-53 
Before he ascends, Jesus promises to send the disciples power from heaven to carry out 

his mission. 
44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  45Then he opened their minds 

so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, “This is what 

is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 

day, 47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 

these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 

but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 

high.”  50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted 

up his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left 

them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and 
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returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at 

the temple, praising God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Hymn                              A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing – CW 472 

Sermon Text                                                                  Jeremiah 29:11 
11For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

Sermon                                                           Pastor Kenneth Frey 

Grades K-8 Sing                                                    Jesus is the Way 
Refrain: 

Jesus is the Way and He is everything to me. Jesus walks the road I walk. He knows 

just what I need. Now I’m traveling onward, but as far as I can see 

Jesus is the One who is guiding me. 
 

Ev’ry day I’m walking a new and different road. But as I travel on-I don’t need to walk 

alone. Making life decisions with the Word as my guide.  Taking on the world with 

the Lord by my side. Refrain 
 

Though the world denies it, Christ Jesus is the Way. They base their hope on reason 

while I base my hope on faith. Turning to the Lord for my strength and my peace, I 

Used to be enslaved ‘til Christ paid for my release. Refrain 
 

My life is but a journey from being lost to found. My suffering is nothing, my cross 

will be a crown. Looking toward the future but living day by day. Walking side by 

side with the One who is the Way. Refrain 

 

Offering 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the leaders of our synod and district, for all pastors in Christ, for all 

who are servants of the Church, and for all the people of God, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For all who govern our nation and for all public servants, that they may 

be upheld and strengthened for every good deed, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 

this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all who await from 

the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 

for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 



 
 

8 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us 

give thanks to the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ our Lord: 

to you, O Lord. 

 

Distribution of Diplomas (Please respect the dignity of the occasion by 

refraining from applause or other recognition of individual students.) 
 
Graduates Sing                                                     A Closing Prayer 
The time has come, O Lord - for us to leave this place; Guide us and protect us and 
lead us in thy Grace.  Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, Help us 
share with others the things we've shared today. 
May the peace of God, the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son, Guide us in the 
days ahead and strengthen us each one. May the blessing of the spirit fill us from 
within; God bless us and return us to the fellowship once again. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the 

heavens, and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not 

alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that, at your command 

and by your power, we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Benedicamus 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Blessing 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Junior Choir Sings                                    May the Peace of God 
May the peace of God, our heav'nly Father, And the grace of Christ, the risen Son, 
And the fellowship of God the Spirit Keep our hearts and minds within His love. 
 

Refrain: And to Him be praise for His glorious reign; From the depths of earth to the 
heights of heaven We declare the name of the Lamb once slain Christ eternal, the 
King of Kings. 
 

May this peace which passes understanding, And this grace which makes us what we 
are, And this fellowship of His communion, 
Make us one in spirit and in heart. Refrain 
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Class of 2022 

Anna Dvorak 

Brooklyn Frye 

Ian Holmes 

Eliot Kelley 

Lily Kelly 

Leland Morey 

Hunter Neider 

Gwendolyn Pfefferle 

Tabitha Potter 

Jacob Ramirez 

Jack Schlueter 

Isaac Schultz 

Laura Selig 

Ragen Volhard 

Reese Volhard 

Rowen Volhard 

William Volkman 
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In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 
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Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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