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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

  

Welcome! 
 All worshipers are asked to sign the Fellowship Cards during the offering. 

These are located in the card holders in the pew. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Help yourself to printed copies of the sermon located in the racks on the 

back pews. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 Children’s Quiet Bags can be found on the coat rack in the entry way. Please 

return them to the basket after the service.  
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Seventh Sunday of Easter                                                     May 24th, 2020 

The Resurrection is the Central Might for Our 

Mission 
Today is the Sunday after the ascension of our Lord, thus there is a spirit of rejoicing over the 

reigning, glorious Christ. His abiding love continues to sustain us. 

 

HYMN                                           A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing – CW 171 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

KYRIE 

 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  

 Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and 

intercedes for us at your right hand. Through your living and abiding 

Word, give us hearts to know him and faith to follow where he has 

gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                           Acts 1:1-14 
Jesus’ ascension into heaven 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 

and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After 

his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing 

proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 

and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was 

eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, 

but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6 Then they gathered around him and 

asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 

Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said 

this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, 

when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of 

Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in 

the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 12 Then the apostles 

returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath 

day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 

room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James 

and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son 

of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all 
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joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the 

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY (To be spoken responsively.)                                       Psalm 8 
 We rejoice in Jesus’ glory 

P: O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

C: You have set your glory above the heavens. 
 

P: When I consider your heavens, 

C: the work of your fingers, 
 

P: what is man that you are mindful of him, 

C: the Son of Man that you care for him? 
 

P: You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

C: and crowned him with glory and honor. 
 

P: You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 

C: you put everything under his feet. 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON                                                    1 Peter 4:12-17, 5:6-11 
 Humble yourselves under God’s hand 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on 

you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, 

so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 

insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a 

murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 
16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise 

God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with 

God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for 

those who do not obey the gospel of God? 5:6 Humble yourselves, 

therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 

time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 8 Be alert 

and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 

lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the 

faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world 
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is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10 And the God of all grace, 

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 

little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 

steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY (CW 169 v. 3) 

C: ♬ Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; 

         Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how. 

         Though the cloud from sight received him  

    When the forty days were o’er, Shall our hearts forget his  

    promise: “I am with you evermore”? 

 

GOSPEL LESSON & SERMON TEXT                                     John 17:1-11a  
Jesus prays to glorify the Father 

 
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the 

hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you 

granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all 

those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have 

brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 
5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with 

you before the world began. 6 “I have revealed you to those whom you 

gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and 

they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 

given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and 

they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and 

they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the 

world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is 

yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 
11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I 

am coming to you. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN                                                                Beautiful Savior – CW 369 

 

SERMON                                                                      Pastor Kenneth Frey  

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 

CREATE IN ME  
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OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 

HYMN                               Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing – CW 340 

 

P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 

strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
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 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

HYMN                                        On What Has Now Been Sown – CW 322 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 

Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Kenneth Frey 

               Organist: Dan Vogel 
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In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
 

Church Office  733-9061 
School Office  733-9061 
Child Care Center 733-9061 

 
Senior Pastor Kenneth Frey 

213-6919 
kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Outreach and Family Ministry 

Pastor Matthew Holtz 
733-9061 

mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer 
725-0168 

djninmer@new.rr.com 
 

School Principal Jason Kelley 
733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director Candace Schulz 
733-9061 

cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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