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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

  

Welcome! 

 All worshipers are asked to sign the Fellowship Cards during the offering. 

These are located in the card holders in the pew. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 

 

 

Those wishing to attend Holy Communion 

Lutherans understand Holy Communion as, among other things, a 

statement of agreement with the church’s teachings. For this reason, you 

will not want to commune with us until you have had a chance to 

compare your beliefs with our church’s.  Please speak to our pastor about 

this before receiving communion with us. 

 

 

If you choose to take a hard-copy bulletin: 

please either take it with you or dispose of it after the service. They will 

not be re-used. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

3 

Easter 5                                                                          May 2nd & 3rd, 2021 

Connected to the Vine 
This Easter season, as we will look God’s Word in the Easter lessons, we will find a connection 

that cannot be broken. By faith, created by Word and sacrament, we are connected to the 

Vine and we produce abundant fruit.  

 

HYMN                                    Our Lord and God, Oh, Bless This Day – CW 599 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♬ Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray; 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

C: ♬ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us.  

 Lord, have mercy on us. 

  

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♬ Amen. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD  

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C: ♬ Glory be to God on high,  

 and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

 We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, 

 we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory. 

 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.  
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 O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father; 

 You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 

 You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 

 For you only are holy, you only are the Lord. 

 You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 are most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C: ♬ And also with you. 

  

P: Let us pray.    

 O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. 

Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that 

among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for 

the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: ♬ Amen. 

 

GRADES 3 & 4 SING                                                The Lord Be With You 

The Lord be with you your whole life through, in all you say, and in all you do, The 

Lord be with you and bless you all your days. The Lord protect you where e’er you 

go, in time of plenty, in time of woe and make your life like a joyful song of praise! 

(Repeat) 

 

FIRST LESSON Acts 8:26-40 
Philip and the Ethiopian 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the 

desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started 

out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in 

charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the 

Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his 

way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the 

prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 

prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
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31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited 

Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 This is the passage of Scripture the 

eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a 

lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his 

humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his 

descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked 

Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 

someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of 

Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled 

along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 37 “If you 

believe with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe 

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 And he gave orders to stop the 

chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and 

Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 

the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him 

again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at 

Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he 

reached Caesarea. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                           Psalm 67 
We pray for God’s blessing 
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SECOND LESSON 1 John 3:18-24 

Connected by faith 
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and 

in truth. 19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we 

set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we 

know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence 

before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep 

his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to 

believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as 

he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in 

him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We 

know it by the Spirit he gave us. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  

P:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the 

way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord. Alleluia. (John 14:6) 

C: ♬ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL LESSON & SERMON TEXT                                         John 15:1-8 
The Vine and the branches 

C: ♬ Glory be to you, O Lord. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean 

because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also 

remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; 

you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in 

me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches 

are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and 

my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be my disciples. 

 C: ♬ Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

     Scriptures. He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son   

  is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

HYMN                                                  Let Me Be Yours Forever – CW 596 
 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Matthew Holtz  
 

CREATE IN ME     

C: ♬ Create in me, a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence,  

 and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

 Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

 and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come, your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

   Now and forever.    Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT   
Today we offer individual distribution of the Lord’s Supper. For those unable to 

drink alcohol, there is white grape juice.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  

Please speak to a pastor if you need either one. 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: ♬ And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: ♬ We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: ♬ It is good and right so to do. 
 

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 

give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and as we praise you especially for the 

glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his 

sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection 

restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song:    

C: ♬ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts; 

 Heav’n and earth are full of your glory, 

 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he, blessed is he,  

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.   
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: ♬ Amen. 

 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
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 Have mercy on us. 

 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

 Have mercy on us.   

 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

 Grant us your peace.  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  

Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face – CW 315 
 

SONG OF SIMEON    

C: ♬ Lord, now let your servant depart in peace  

 according to your word. 

 For my eyes have seen your salvation,  

 which you have prepared before the face of all people, 

 A light to lighten the Gentiles  

 and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: ♬ And his mercy endures forever. 
 

P:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness, you 

sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him 

you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray 

that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 

Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   

C: ♬ Amen. 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: ♬ Amen, Amen, Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

11 

HYMN                                                            Christ Is With Me – CWS 761 
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Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Kenneth Frey 

               Organist: Claire Rehberger 

 

Service Teams: 

8:00 a.m.  P. Abitz (Head Usher), J. Volhard, D. & V. 

Sheldon, J. & S. Dunsirn, P. Tiedt 

9:15 a.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), D. Falck J. Bork 

10:30 a.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), T. Falck, T Dvorak, T. 

Falck, M. Spaude,  

 6:00 p.m. C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, C. Feidt, P. 

Rooyakkers, J. Kaepernick 

 

Altar Guild:   M. Olson, V. Sheldon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


