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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

  

Welcome! 
 All worshipers are asked to sign the Fellowship Cards during the offering. 

These are located in the card holders in the pew. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Help yourself to printed copies of the sermon located in the racks on the 

back pews. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 Children’s Quiet Bags can be found on the coat rack in the entry way. Please 

return them to the basket after the service.  
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Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                          May 17th, 2020 

The Resurrection is the Central Truth of Our 

Testimony 
As we live out our confession of Christ, we are comforted by the presence of the Spirit whom 

the Son has sent while we await his return. 

 

HYMN                                                       Alleluia! Sing to Jesus – CW 169 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♬ Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray; 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 

C: ♬ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us.  

 Lord, have mercy on us. 
 

 P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♬ Amen. 
 

GLORY BE TO GOD   

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C: ♬ Glory be to God on high,  

 and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, 

 we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory. 

 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.  

 O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father; 
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 You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 

 You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 

 For you only are holy, you only are the Lord. 

 You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 are most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C: ♬ And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray.    

 Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire 

us to think those things that are true and long for those things that 

are good, that we may always make our petitions according to your 

gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: ♬ Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON & SERMON TEXT                                         Acts 17:22-31                                                     
Paul proclaimed the resurrection in Athens 

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of 

Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked 

around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an 

altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the 

very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 

heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 
25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. 

Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 
26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the 

whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the 

boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him 

and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from 

any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As 

some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 29 “Therefore 

since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is 

like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and 

skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when 
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he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has 

given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                     Psalm 66 
 We praise our God 
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SECOND LESSON                                                                1 Peter 3:15-22 
    Baptism saved you 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 

you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 

conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good 

behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it 

is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ 

also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 

you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the 

Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the 

imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when 

God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In 

it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this 

water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of 

dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It 

saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into 

heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers 

in submission to him. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY (John 14:23)  

P:  Alleluia. Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  If 

anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, 

and we will come to him and make our home with him.  Alleluia. 

C:  ♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                   John 14:15-21 
Jesus promised the Holy Spirit 

C: ♬ Glory be to you, O Lord! 

“If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 
17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 

him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 

you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, 

the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, 

you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, 

and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and 

keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved 

by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 

C: ♬ Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                     I Love to Tell the Story – CW 562 

 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Matthew Holtz 

 

CREATE IN ME     

C: ♬ Create in me, a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence,  

 and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

 Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

 and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come, your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven. 
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 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

   Now and forever.    Amen. 

 

HYMN                    Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice – CW 377 v. 1-5 

  

P:  Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 

strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C:  ♬ Amen. 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: ♬ Amen, Amen, Amen.  

 

HYMN                                 Take My Life and Let it Be – CW 469 v. 1, 3, 6 

 

 

Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz  

               Organist: Stacey Kraus 

 

 

 


