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His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree 
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March 8th, 2023 

His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree 
 

Jesus, Refuge of the Weary                                       CW 409 
 

Confession of Sins 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our 
deeds, and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver and restore us, that we may rest 
in peace.  
 

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we 
are forgiven. Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when 
we shall serve him in newness of life. 
Amen.  
 

O God, Be Gracious (3:45 service Gr. 5-6 sing v. 1-3) Psalm 4C 

 

 

 
Text: David Gambrell Tune: Thomas Tallis, alt. 
Text: © 2011 David Gambrell, admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 
Tune: Public domain 
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Psalm Prayer  
Grant peace to your people, Lord, that amid the stresses of life, we may 
rest quietly, knowing all is right with you. Since your Son has paid for 
every sin, defeated every enemy, and rules at the right hand of your 
throne in heaven, let us fall asleep each night in peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Passion History                                                                                 
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross CW 407 
 

Sermon Text                                                                                 Mark 11:12–14, 20–25 
12The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13Seeing in 
the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When 
he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season 
for figs. 14Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 20In the morning, as they went 
along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21Peter remembered 
and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” 
 22“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23“Truly I tell you, if anyone says to 
this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in 
their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for 
them. 24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours. 25And when you stand praying, if  
you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in 
heaven may forgive you your sins.” 
 

Sermon                                                        Pastor Matthew Holtz 
 

Offering 
 

Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing (3:45 service Gr. 5-6 sing v. 1-2) 

CW 595 
 

Responsive Prayer  
Gracious Lord, according to your will and promise, 
you sent your Son into our world to atone for sin and restore 
eternal life. 
 

You planned his path to the cross, 
and he followed it perfectly. 
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He confronted the blindness of unbelief, the confusion of doubt, and 
the hurt of death 
but was not deterred as he proclaimed your kingdom to the 
least, the last, and the lost. 
 

As we hear and contemplate the holy record of our Savior’s passion 
and death, 
use the sharp message of the law to empty us of pride and self-
reliance. 
 

Humble us as we view the Savior in his humility, 
remembering and believing that he endured the cross so we 
might be freed from its horror. 
 
In his suffering show us our healing, 
in his grief show us our joy, 
 

and in his death show us our life. 
Hear our prayers, Lord, for the sake of Jesus. Amen.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us.  
May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear 
him. 
 

Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing CW 400 sts. 4–5 
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 Worship Notes   Preacher:  Pastor Matthew Holtz  Organist: Stacey Kraus         

Service Teams: 

   3:45 p.m. Team Blob (Fischers) / 8th Graders; AV – C. Huth 

       6:00 p.m. Team Abitz; AV - Volunteer 


