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2 Corinthians 4:3-6 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has 
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light 
of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 
 

Change 
1.  A change in Jesus 

2.  A change in us 
 

What do you do when you walk into a dark room?  You reach for the light switch, right?  For many of us, it’s 
probably hard to imagine living without that little thing called the “light bulb.”  That little glass bulb instantly 
shines light into the darkness.  Can you imagine experiencing that for the first time?  What a memorable and life-
changing experience that would be!  In 1893, Chicago hosted the World’s Fair and one of the most memorable 
events of that Word’s Fair was on May 1st when nearly 100,000 incandescent lights instantly flooded the nighttime 
sky and illuminated once dark roads and rooms.  For many people, this was their first experience with this novelty 
called the light bulb.  That little thing – the light bulb – has quite drastically changed the world in which we live and 
how we see the world in which we live. 

One little baby born 2100 years ago in an overcrowded little Middle Eastern town changed everything. Today 
we celebrate the transfiguration of that baby become man.  Transfiguration is a fancy word that means change.  
Today we see him change and today we see that he changes us. 

What happened to Jesus on that mountain was not really a change though.  The glory, which those three 
disciples saw on that night, was the glory that had always been his.  In our text Paul spoke of the light of the gospel 
that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  Paul says that Jesus is the image of God.  He always has 
been from before the creation of the world.  But to do his work of suffering and dying in our place, he had to set 
aside for a time the use of his full glory and power.  Would Judas have betrayed Jesus if he had see in him in all his 
glory?  Would the Romans have crucified someone whom they knew was God?   

He is and always has been God.  He is also our Lord.  For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.  Martin Luther explained what it means that Jesus is our Lord.  
“Let this, then, be the sum of this article:  the little word Lord means simply the same as redeemer.  It means the 
One who has brought us from Satan to God, from death to life, from sin to righteousness, and who preserves us in 
the same.”  (Large Catechism, para. 31) 

The transfiguration wasn’t a change in Jesus as much as it was showing him for who he truly is.  He is our God 
and Lord with all the glory and power of heaven.  But Paul spoke about the light of the knowledge of God’s glory 
displayed in the face of Christ.  The glory of God shines in the face of Christ, Paul wrote.  But it shines not in the face 
of glory on the mountain, but on that other mountain in the bloody, beaten, spit upon face of Christ hanging on the 
cross.  There we see what God is really like.  There we see the glory of God’s love for us, when he poured out his 
love for us and died for us.  There is the glory of God that saves.   

It must have been an awesome sight.  Can you imagine standing with Peter, James and John on that mountain 
when suddenly Jesus starts glowing and then blazing before your very eyes?  Many years later, John saw Jesus in 
glory again.  Emperor Domitian was carrying on an empire-wide persecution of Christians and old John had been 
sent to the prison colony on the island of Patmos.  There on that island he had a vision of the glorified Christ which 
he recorded in Revelation.  How uplifting that vision must have been for John at that difficult time.   

Why can’t we get a vision like that?  Our faith could use a jolt, an energy boost.  Christians may not be 
persecuted but certainly our beliefs are under attack.  Our Christian lives aren’t what they should be.  Our families 
have their problems.  Our faith could really use a boost right now.  Why can’t we get a vision like that?   

We do.  Every time we open our Bibles we get a vision of God.  Read Revelation and you are receiving the same 
vision that John saw – a vision of Jesus in control of history for the good of his people.  Read the gospels and see 
Jesus’ life lived for you.  Read Paul’s letters and get a vision of the grace of God.  Make use of God’s Word and it will 
change you. 

Paul wrote, For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the 
light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.  Darkness naturally brings with it fear and 



frustration because of the uncertainty it causes.  As many of you know, a couple weeks ago we went to see my 
parents over the weekend after my dad had a slight stroke.  We usually stay at their house, but we thought it best 
to stay with my brother and sister-in-law this time.  We were sleeping in one of the spare bedrooms in the 
parsonage.  We had not slept there before.  In the middle of the night I had to go to the bathroom and it was dark.  
Well, I felt my way around the bed, put my hand on the wall and started searching for the door. I got to the corner 
where I thought the door was and there was no door there.  I felt around and found the closet door but I still 
couldn’t find the door out of the room.  Of course, I didn’t want to wake Connie so I’m trying to be quiet.  I felt my 
way back the way I came and still couldn’t find the door.  Remember, I still needed to go to the bathroom – even 
worse by now.  I went at it again and finally I found the door where I didn’t expect it.  I dodged a very big disaster. 

By nature we are born in spiritual darkness as dark as that room.  We feel our way around but can’t find the 
answer to life.  God must change us.  He changes us by shining his light into our hearts. God spoke light into 
existence at creation.  Paul tells us that the same kind of miracle occurs in a spiritual way when God calls a person 
by the gospel.   

There was no dim spark of spiritual life in us.  There was only darkness and death.  When men apply 
themselves to the questions of physical survival, public health, or national economy they can use their God-given 
reason to solve their problems.  But in spiritual things there is nothing of which reason is capable, no right answer 
to the question, “What must I do to be saved?” except for the answer which God provides.  So God has shined.  He 
has revealed what reason could not discover.  He has showed us his glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  He changed us 
from darkness to light.   

The light in our hearts is not there because of great deliberation on our part, or the result of a decision we have 
made, or our concurrence in God’s plans for our redemption.  It is the result of a creative act of God:  God . . . made 
his light shine in our hearts.   

Unfortunately, many can’t and won’t ever see the light.  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who 
are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 
that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. The problem isn’t the gospel.  The gospel is not veiled.  It is 
not a complicated system of thought which only a select few can grasp.  The gospel is clear.  Not the gospel, but 
man’s heart is veiled.  The reason a blind man can’t see the sun is not because the sun is not shining; it’s because 
the man is blind.  In the same way, when people don’t believe the gospel, it isn’t because the gospel is somehow 
defective.  Satan has blinded them. 

Make no mistake:  Satan would love to blind us to that light all over again.  Few people become blind all at once.  
Usually, it is some disease that slowly robs a person of sight.  Satan works the same way.  He distorts God’s Word 
through his lies and worldly influences.  He weakens people’s sight by drawing them away from God’s Word.  It is 
often a small thing, like trying to pay the mortgage.  Worrying about finances a person becomes obsessed with 
making money.  Skipping church in order to earn a little extra only happens once in a while at first.  But then it gets 
worse because the more we cut back on hearing God’s Word, the less light that reaches us.  The more Satan can 
block the light of the gospel from our vision, the more we buy into his lies.   

Beware of Satan’s attack’s by keeping your eyesight strong.  We do that by keeping the light of God’s word 
shining in our hearts on a daily basis.  This week begins the season of Lent.  We have the opportunity each 
Wednesday to focus on the glory of God in the face of Christ as we follow our Suffering Savior through Lent. 

Treasure these opportunities to have the light of the glory of God shine in your hearts so that you remain in the 
light of Christ.   


