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Sunday & Monday March 22nd & 23rd, 2026 

 

 

LIFE 
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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists 
to nurture believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word 
and Sacraments.  
 
  

Welcome! 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 
front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 
area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic 
devices. 

 Children’s Activity Bags are available in the narthex. Please return them 
to the ‘used’ bin after service. 
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Exactly What I Need -- Life 
I recognize the danger of death. I am tempted to wonder whether my life was worth it if I 
do not leave a legacy or live on in the memories of my loved ones after I die. When my soul 
separates from my body, will I also be eternally separated from God in hell? Jesus promises 
much better. He promises life. One day I will be reunited with my believing loved ones, 
both soul and body. I will live with Jesus forever in eternity. Jesus raised people from the 
dead to prove his power over death. That’s exactly the power I need. 
 
 

Service Setting 3, CW p. 188 
 

Hymn                                        Children of the Heavenly Father  
CW 502 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 189 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and 
desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned against 
your holy law. We have done those things that we should not 
have done, and we have not done those things that we should 
have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and 
restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for 
our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his 
resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn                                                               There Is a Redeemer 
CW 519 sts. 1–2 

 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your 
will and bore the cross for our salvation, that through his anguish, 
pain, and death we may receive the forgiveness of sins, victory over the 
grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading 2 Kings 4:17–37 
God enables the prophet Elisha to prove to a grieving mother that God can and will raise 
people from the dead. 

 17But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that 
same time she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her. 
 18The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was 
 with the reapers. 19He said to his father, “My head! My head!” 
 His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20After the 
servant had lifted him up and carried him to his mother, the boy sat on 
her lap until noon, and then he died. 21She went up and laid him on the 
bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out. 
 22She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the 
servants and a donkey so I can go to the man of God quickly and 
return.” 
 23“Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the 
Sabbath.” 
 “That’s all right,” she said. 
 24She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t 
slow down for me unless I tell you.” 25So she set out and came to the 
man of God at Mount Carmel. 
 When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant 
Gehazi, “Look! There’s the Shunammite! 26Run to meet her and ask 
her, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your child all 
right?’” 
 “Everything is all right,” she said. 
 27When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold 
of his feet. Gehazi came over to push her away, but the man of God 
said, “Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the LORD has 
hidden it from me and has not told me why.” 
 28“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, 
‘Don’t raise my hopes’?” 
 29Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff 
in your hand and run. Don’t greet anyone you meet, and if anyone 
greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s face.” 
 30But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you 
live, I will not leave you.” So he got up and followed her. 
 31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there 
was no sound or response. So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and 
told him, “The boy has not awakened.” 
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 32When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on 
his couch. 33He went in, shut the door on the two of them and prayed 
to the LORD. 34Then he got on the bed and lay on the boy, mouth to 
mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out on 
him, the boy’s body grew warm. 35Elisha turned away and walked back 
and forth in the room and then got on the bed and stretched out on 
him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. 
 36Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he 
did. When she came, he said, “Take your son.” 37She came in, fell at his 
feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and went out. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Remember Your Mercy, O LORD Psalm 130B 

 

 

 
  
Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD; 
    Lord, / hear my voice. 
Let your ears be at- / tentive 
    to my cry for / mercy. 
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand? 
    But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / 
serve you.    Refrain 
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I wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits, 
    and in his word I / put my hope. 
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the / morning. 
Israel, put your hope / in the LORD, 
    for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / 
demption. 
He himself will redeem / Israel 
    from / all their sins. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: Michael Joncas 
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 
Second Reading Romans 8:11–19 
The Father promises to raise me from the dead and make me an heir of everlasting 
glory. 

 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 
 12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not 
to the flesh, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the 
flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of 
the body, you will live. 
 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 
15The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in 
fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption 
to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are 
children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory. 
 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing 
with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in 
eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation CW 194 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Gospel & Sermon Text John 11:17–27,38–45 
A corpse responds to the empowering command of Christ, proving that Jesus is the Lord 
of life. 

 17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was less than two miles from 
Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you 
whatever you ask.” 
 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day.” 
 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
 27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 
 38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave 
with a stone laid across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said. 
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 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time 
there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 
 40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see 
the glory of God?” 
 41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, 
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 
 43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips 
of linen, and a cloth around his face. 
 Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day                         I Walk in Danger All the Way  

CW 836 
 

Sermon Pastor Matt Holtz 
 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.     
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering & WELS Connection 
 

Hymn                                                            Jerusalem the Golden  
CW 889 

Stand 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 
believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin  
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn                                          Christ, the Life of All the Living  
CW 396 sts. 1, 6–7 
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    Preacher: Matt Holtz 
    Presiding Minister: Justin Shrum 
    Accompanist: Dan Vogel / Janna Zornow 
Service Teams: 
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10:30 a.m.   Team Woehler; AV: G. Fredericks 
6:00 p.m.       Team Waack 
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In an age of anxiety we still believe that 
peace comes from Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still believe that 
the Bible is the word of God, inerrant and 
infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe that Jesus 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of 
the virgin Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe that Jesus 
died on the cross to pay for the sins of the 
world, bringing complete pardon and joy to 
all believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe that God 
is at work in the sacraments of Holy Baptism 
and Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe in one 
unchanging God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Whether you are a first time visitor or 
returning guest, we are delighted to share 
our worship with you.  Please come back and 
worship with us again. 
 
Scan the QR code below for access to the 
Church Center App. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 

 
Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor 
Matt Holtz 

970-576-1154 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Associate Pastor 

Justin Shrum 
920-512-4318 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor 
Philip Birner 
920-414-2040 

pmbirner@gmail.com 
 

School Principal  
Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director  
Candace Schulz 

920-733-9061 
cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Worship Broadcast at 9:00am on 
Sundays WOSH 1490 AM & 93.9 

FM 
 

Videos of our services can be 
found on our YouTube page or 

our website: 
www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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