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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

  

Welcome! 
 All worshipers are asked to complete an online ‘Connection Card’ on our 

website www.stpaulappletonwi.com. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you choose to take a hard-copy bulletin: 

please either take it with you or dispose of it after the service. They will not 

be re-used. Thank you! 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent                                             March 14th & 15th, 2021 

Exchange: Faith for Works 
During the season of Lent we see God making exchanges.  All of them are an aspect of the 

great exchange:  Jesus for us.  This week, we see the exchange that is the hardest of all to 

believe. God removes works from the equation of our relationship with God and replaces it 

entirely with faith. 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                          His Robes for Mine 
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INVOCATION 

P: In The name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: In Christ Jesus we are children of God through faith. 

C: For all those who have been baptized into Christ have clothed 

themselves with Christ. (Galatians 3:26-27) 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: Children of God and brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us in 

his perfect image. But our first parents, Adam and Eve, exchanged 

the truth of God for the devil’s lies. Their sin led them to hide from 

God and fashion clothes to cover their shame. Born in their image, 

we share in their plight. (Genesis 3:7-8)  

C: All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our 

righteous acts are like filthy rags. (Isaiah 64:6) 

 

P: In love, the God who formed us also found us. He invites us to 

confess our sin and confidently turn to him for pardon: 

C: Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved 

you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I 

deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my 

Savior, paid for my sins with his holy life and innocent death. 

Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

ABSOLUTION  

P: As with Adam and Eve, God covers our sin and shame, not with a 

garment of our own making, but one that he himself provides. Jesus 
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our substitute took our sins to his death. In exchange, God offers 

Jesus’ perfection for our eternal life. (Genesis 3:21) 

C: God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 

P: Therefore, as a called servant of Christ, I say to you what God says to 

you: in the name of Jesus  your sins are forgiven.  

C: Thanks be to God. He has clothed me with garments of salvation 

and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness. (Isaiah 61:10) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  

 Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil 

deeds. But we ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to 

comfort us with your salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                   Numbers 21:4-9 
The bronze snake 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around 

the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5 The 

people spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us 

up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we detest this miserable food.’ 6 Then the Lord sent 

poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have 

sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to 

take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And 

the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; 

and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ 9 So Moses made a 

serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 

someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                     Psalm 38 
We pray for God’s forgiveness 
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SECOND LESSON                Ephesians 2:4-10                                                           
Saved by grace through faith 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by 

grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and 

seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that 

in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 

grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by 

grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 

boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGS         O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head (CW 118) 

O dearest Lord, thy sacred head With throws was pierced for me; 

Oh, pour thy blessing on my head That I many think for thee. 
 

O dearest Lord, thy sacred hands With nails were pierced for me; 

Oh, shed thy blessing on my hands That they may work for thee. 
 

O dearest Lord, thy sacred feet With nails were pierced for me; 

Oh, pour thy blessing on my feet That they may follow thee. 
 

O dearest Lord, thy sacred heart With spear was pierced for me; 

Oh, pour thy Spirit in my heart That I may live for thee. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                     John 3:14-21 
God so loved the world 

 
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 

must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in 

him.” 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 

because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 

Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people 

loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone 

who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 
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that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes 

into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has 

been done in the sight of God. 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN                            God Loved the World So that He Gave – CW 391 

 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Matthew Holtz  

 

CREATE IN ME  
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OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

HYMN                                                                     Not Unto Us – CW 392 

 

P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 

strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  
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C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

HYMN                                                                 Amazing Grace – CW 379 
 
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
 

Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Kenneth Frey 

               Organist: S. Kraus / M. McCarthy 

 

Service Teams: 

8:00 a.m.  C. Woehler (Head Usher), T. Falck, A. Ziegler, D. 

Olson, J. Bork, T. Falck, M. Spaude, D. Falck 

10:30 a.m. B. Holz (Head Usher), J./M. Holz, G. Fredericks, 

M. Fay 

 6:00 p.m.  C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, C. Feidt, P. 

Rooyakkers, J. Kaepernick 
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In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
 

Church Office  733-9061 
School Office  733-9061 
Child Care Center 733-9061 

 
Senior Pastor Kenneth Frey 

213-6919 
kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Outreach and Family Ministry 

Pastor Matthew Holtz 
733-9061 

mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer 
725-0168 

djninmer@new.rr.com 
 

School Principal Jason Kelley 
733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director Candace Schulz 
733-9061 

cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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