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WATER FOR THE THIRSTY 
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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

 

  

Welcome! 

 All worshipers are asked to complete the online Connection Card found on 

our website: www.stpaulappletonwi.com so we may have a record of your 

visit today. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulappletonwi.com/
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March 12th & 13th, 2023 

WATER FOR THE THIRSTY 
A person can survive between one and two months without food. But a person can survive only 

two to three days without water. Water is one of our greatest needs. Research shows that even 

slight dehydration will adversely affect your mood, memory, and motor coordination. Become 

seriously dehydrated, and life ends quickly. This helps us understand what Scripture means 

when it says things like, “My soul thirsts for God” (Psalm 42:2). If one is separated from God, he 

is adversely affected. If he remains separated from God, he will die an agonizing eternal death. 

Not all admit it; yet it remains true for all. Everyone has a deep spiritual thirst. In our heart of 

hearts, we all long for everlasting life. Unbelievers try to satisfy that deep thirst with worldly 

things, a strategy doomed for failure. Believers look to the One who has promised, “Whoever 

drinks the water I give them will never thirst.” Jesus meets our greatest needs. He alone 

possesses the water that satisfies those who are spiritually parched. He alone grants eternal life. 

 

SERVICE:   The Service – Setting One, p. 154 
 

What Wondrous Love Is This CW 526 
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature 
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I 
have not loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment 
both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with 
his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

We invoke the name of 
the Triune God whom 
we worship as baptized 
believers. 

God is holy; we are not.  
We confess our 
sinfulness and our sins 
before God to prepare 
for worship. 
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. 
He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 
the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 

have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent 

hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 

truth of your Word; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

God is gracious and 
merciful.  Through his 
called servant he 
announces that we 
have forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ. 

We have received mercy in 
the forgiveness of sins.  Now, 
we ask his mercy for all 
other things needed for 
spiritual life. 

As the Lord’s servant, the 
pastor speaks God’s peace.  
The congregation responds, 
affirming his call and 
vocation. 

The Prayer of the Day is a 
short petition that expresses 
the theme of the day. 
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Be seated 

 

First Reading Exodus 17:1–7 
The children of Israel wanted to stone Moses because they 
were thirsty. So God, in his grace, gave this underserving 
people water from a stone.  
1The whole Israelite community set out from the 
Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the 
LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2So 
they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water 
to drink.” Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 
put the LORD to the test?” 3But the people were thirsty for water there, 
and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up 
out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” 
4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD answered 
Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders 
of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So 
Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the 
place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and 
because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Rock of Our Salvation Psalm 95A 

 

 
  

We read a selection from 
the Old Testament which 
reflects the message of 
the gospel lesson.  Our 
knowledge of the Old 
Testament helps us 
understand the New 
Testament. 
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Come, let us sing for joy / to the LORD; 

    let us shout aloud to the rock of our sal- / vation. 

Let us come before him with thanks- / giving 

    and extol him with mu- / sic and song. 

For the LORD is the / great God, 

    the great King a- / bove all gods. 

In his hand are the depths / of the earth, 

    and the mountain peaks be- / long to him. 

The sea is his, for he / made it, 

    and his hands formed the / dry land.   Refrain 

  

Come, let us bow down in / worship, 

    let us kneel before the LORD our / maker; 

for he is our God and we are the people of his / pasture, 

    the flock under / his care. 

Today, if only you would / hear his voice, 

    “Do not hard- / en your hearts  

as you did at / Meribah, 

    as you did that day at Massah in the / wilderness.” 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: May Schwarz 
Tune: © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 
Setting: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Second Reading & Sermon Text Romans 5:1–8 
 We were like people dying of thirst who were powerless to help themselves. But God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts like living water. 
1Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained 
access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of 
God. 3Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. 5And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 

As the early church devoted 
themselves to the Apostles’ 
teachings (Acts 2:42), we 
also listen to their teachings 
in the letters of the New 
Testament.  
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has been given to us. 6You see, at just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die 
for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might 
possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation 1 John 3:8 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Gospel John 4:5–26 
Jesus calls a Samaritan woman to faith, providing living water 
for her thirsty soul. 
5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, 
near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as 
he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 
7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will 
you give me a drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy 
food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a 
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not 
associate with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 
of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked 
him and he would have given you living water.”  11“Sir,” the woman said, 
“you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you 
get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave 

The Gospel Acclamation 
is a Scripture verse 
meant to introduce the 
Gospel. 

This reading from the life 
and teaching of Christ 
establishes the theme of 
the day. 
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us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his 
livestock?” 13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.”  15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 
this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to 
draw water.” 16He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 17“I 
have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when 
you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you 
have just said is quite true.” 19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you 
are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you 
Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You 
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has 
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the 
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in 
truth.” 25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is 
coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26Then 
Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
 

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say CW 703 v. 1                                                                                                 
 

Children’s Message 
 
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say CW 703 v. 2-3                                                                                                
 
Sermon                  Pastor Matthew Holtz 
 
Stand 

 

The Hymn of the Day is the only 
Lutheran addition to the historic 
Liturgy.  It expresses the theme of 
the day. 

As the prophets, apostles 
and Jesus did, the pastor 
proclaims God’s law and 
gospel and applies it to the 
lives of the people. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

As the Deer Runs to the River (Sun. soloist wil sing v. 1-2)   CW 532 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer 
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 
believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

The Church prays for 
the Church, for rulers, 
for the world and for 
special needs of the 
congregation. 

We confess with 
one voice the 
Christian teaching 
and signify our 
allegiance to over 
2,000 years of the 
Christian faith. 

We pray the words 
Jesus himself taught 
us to pray. 
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Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 

Jesus, Lover of My Soul CW 533 v. 1, 4 

 
Acknowledgments 

Setting One from Christian Worship Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy 
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by 
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers 6, God tells Aaron to 
put his name on the people with 
these words.  We began the service 
with God’s name, so we are sent 
out with his name and blessing. 
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Worship Notes 
    Preacher: Matthew Holtz      

    Presiding Minister: Justin Shrum      

    Organist: Nancy Zander  

    Soloist: Cylyce Wilson               

 

Service Teams: 

8:00 a.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), T./T. Falck, D. Olson, M. 

    Spaude, M. Fay; AV: P. Tiedt 

10:30 a.m.  R. Hoh (Head Usher), G. Petermann, B. Hopfensperger, P. 

Tiedt, T./T. Paschen; AV: T. Falck 

6:00 p.m. C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, P. Rooyakkers, J.  

    Kaepernick, G. Fredericks 

 

Greeters:     

8:00 a.m.  D. & V. Sheldon 

10:30 a.m. M. & T. Doule 

6:00 p.m.  Rogers Family 
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In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
 

Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor Kenneth Frey 
920-213-6919 

kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Family Ministry  
Pastor Matthew Holtz 

920-733-9061 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Digital & Outreach  

Pastor Justin Shrum 
920-733-9061 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.cm 
 

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer 
920-725-0168 

djninmer@new.rr.com 
 

School Principal Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director Candace Schulz 
920-733-9061 

cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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