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Sunday & Monday March 1st & 2nd, 2026 

 

 

FAITH 
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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists 
to nurture believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word 
and Sacraments.  
 
  

Welcome! 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 
front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 
area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic 
devices. 

 Children’s Activity Bags are available in the narthex. Please return them 
to the ‘used’ bin after service. 

 

 
Note to our Guests about the Lord’s Supper: 
We are glad you have come to hear God’s Word today with us. Through his 
Word, the Lord speaks of Jesus’ forgiveness to us and his peace fills our 
hearts. 
 
Today we also celebrate the Lord’s Supper, which God describes as a unified 
joint confession of faith in Jesus. Therefore, we ask that only those who have 
confessed a unified faith with us through membership in a WELS or ELS 
congregation come up to receive the Lord’s Supper. Thank you for respecting 
our beliefs based on God’s Word. 
 
If you would like to receive the Lord’s Supper with us in the future, please 
speak with one of our pastors. 
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Exactly What I Need -- Faith 
I recognize that I need to be saved. When Jesus said, “No one can enter the kingdom of 
God,” that included me. I do not deserve God’s blessing. But long ago, God declared that 
I would be blessed by a descendant of Abraham who turned out to be Jesus. The blessing 
is salvation. I receive that salvation by faith in Jesus as my Savior. The good news is that 
faith is also God’s gift, imparted to me through the gospel.  
 
 

Service Setting 3, CW p. 188 
 

Hymn                                 Christ Alone the World’s Redeemer  
CW 878 sts. 1-4 

 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 189 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and 
desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned against 
your holy law. We have done those things that we should not 
have done, and we have not done those things that we should 
have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and 
restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for 
our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his 
resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn                                                               There Is a Redeemer 
CW 519 sts. 1–2 

 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. 
Guard and keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities 
that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts that may assault and 
hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading & Sermon Text Genesis 12:1–8  

The Lord gave Abram the gift of faith to believe the promise that one of his descendants 
would be a gift for the whole world. 

 1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people 
and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 

2“I will make you into a great nation, 
 and I will bless you; 
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I will make your name great, 
 and you will be a blessing. 
3I will bless those who bless you, 
 and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
 will be blessed through you.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5He 
took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set 
out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 
 6Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree 
of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 
7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give 
this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to 
him. 
 8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched 
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an 
altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn                                  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us  
CW 523 

 

Second Reading Romans 4:1–5,13–17  

Abraham is an example of how salvation is received as a gift through faith. 

 1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to 
the flesh, discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified 
by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 
3What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited 
to him as righteousness.” 
 4Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as 
an obligation. 5However, to the one who does not work but trusts God 
who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. 
 13It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received 
the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the 
righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if those who depend on the 
law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless,  
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15because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
 16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace 
and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those 
who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He 
is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of 
many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being 
things that were not. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation CW 194 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Gospel John 3:1–17  

By sharing the good news of God’s love for the world, Jesus gave the gift of faith. 
 1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and 
said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. 
For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 
 3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless they are born again.” 
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 4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. 
“Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to 
be born!” 
 5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom 
of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth 
to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be 
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.” 
 9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
 10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand 
these things? 11Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we 
testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our 
testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No 
one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from 
heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.” 
 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Hymn                            God Loved the World So That He Gave  
CW 570 sts. 1-5 

 

Sermon Pastor Matt Holtz 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,        
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from  
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being  
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and  
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.     
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in  
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead         
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 
 

Preface CW 199 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all 
people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who 
overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love 
you made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our 
salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed 
himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death 
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. 
Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and 
deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his 
eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God 
our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin  
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 



11 

 

Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Hymn (Sunday)                   Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  
CW 557 

Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you 
sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him 
you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray 
that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn                                                               To God Be the Glory  
CW 627 st. 1 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

    Preacher: Matt Holtz 
    Presiding Minister: Matt Holtz 
    Accompanist: Philip Machkovech 
 
Service Teams: 
8:00 a.m.    Team Hoh; AV: Z. Vogel 
10:30 a.m.   Team Woehler; AV: Ti. Falck 
6:00 p.m.       Team Waack 
 


