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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

 

  

Welcome! 

 All worshipers are asked to complete the online Connection Card found on 

our website: www.stpaulappletonwi.com so we may have a record of your 

visit today. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 

 

 

 

Those wishing to attend Holy Communion 

Lutherans understand Holy Communion as, among other things, a 

statement of agreement with the church’s teachings. For this reason, you 

will not want to commune with us until you have had a chance to compare 

your beliefs with our church’s.  Please speak to our pastor about this before 

receiving communion with us. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulappletonwi.com/
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Feb. 5th & 6th, 2023 

Trust in God’s Strength 
Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with a series of blessings. “Blessed are…” Jesus 

says, again and again. In the Latin Vulgate, these all begin with the word “beati” 

which translates as “blessed” or “happy.” Thus, this portion of the sermon is often 

called “The Beatitudes.” It had to give Jesus’ listeners pause. For what Jesus calls 

blessed, the world never would. The world praises the strong and the self-sufficient. 

Jesus calls blessed what others would see as weak or stupid. But, like any good 

preacher, Jesus is trying to drive home one crucial point. The weaker you are, the 

more ready you are to rely on God’s strength. The more difficult your present 

circumstances, the likelier you are to yearn for future reward. All the readings for 

today teach this truth. We have no real strength or wisdom of our own. But we don’t 

need it. Because God’s strength is enough to give the kingdom of heaven to the 

humble and poor in spirit. 

 

SERVICE:   The Service – Setting Three, p. 188 
 

Not What My Hands Have Done CW 572 
 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved 
you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I 
deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my 
Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.     
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 



 
 

4 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
703831 

 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, 
and in all our dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your 
majesty to help and defend us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11-13 
The LORD promises that those who are humble, who trust in his strength rather than 
their own, will not be put to shame.  
3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he 
commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be 
sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger. 11On that day you, Jerusalem, 
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will not be put to shame for all the wrongs you have done to me, 
because I will remove from you your arrogant boasters. Never again 
will you be haughty on my holy hill. 12But I will leave within you the 
meek and humble. The remnant of Israel will trust in the name of the 
LORD. 13They will do no wrong; they will tell no lies. A deceitful tongue 
will not be found in their mouths. They will eat and lie down and no 
one will make them afraid.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

How Truly Blest Are They Psalm 1B 

 

 

 
 

5 How will they bear to stand 

    before that judgment seat 

where all the saints at Christ’s right hand 

    in full assembly meet? 
 

6 God knows and he approves 

    the way the righteous go, 

but sinners and their works shall meet 

    a dreadful overthrow.  
 

Text: Isaac Watts, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 
 

8 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26-31  
Paul points the Corinthians to themselves as an example of how God’s strength is made 
perfect in weakness. 
26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. 
Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong. 28God chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify 
the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is 
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and 
redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast 
in the Lord.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
703831 
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Gospel & Sermon Text Matthew 5:1-12  
In the Beatitudes Jesus shows us the outcome of a life that is lived trusting in God’s 
strength. 
1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and 
sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them. He 
said: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers,   
for they will be called children of God. 10Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Blest Are They                                                                         CW 690 
 

Sermon                                                        Pastor Matthew Holtz 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
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    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with 
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

The Sacrament 
Preface CW 199 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us as a human being 
and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. 
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love 
you made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our 
salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 
  
We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed 
himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death 
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. 
Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and 
deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his 
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eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God 
our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Lamb of God CW 202 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord                           CW 677 
 
Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you 
sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him 
you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray 
that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Lead Me, Lord (Sunday the soloist will sing, congregation will repeat)                                                      
CW 926 
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Worship Notes 

                                  Preacher: Matthew Holtz  

                   Presiding Minister:  Justin Shrum  

                       Organist: N. Zander 

               Soloist:  Zach Vogel 

 

Service Team: 

   8:00 a.m. P. Abitz (Head Usher), J. Volhard, D. & V. 

Sheldon, J. & S. Dunsirn, AV: K. Runkel 

      10:30 a.m.  T. Blob (Head Usher), M./B./B. Blob, F. & B. Butch, 

C. Wilson, E. Dvorak, R. & J. Fischer, AV: E. Kelley 

   6:00 p.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), T./T. Falck, D. Olson, M. 

Spaude, M. Fay 

 

Greeters: 

8:00 a.m. D. & J. Matz 

10:30 a.m. C. Frey, J. Hopfensperger 

  6:00 p.m. A. & S. Timm 

 

Altar Guild:  J. Kaepernick 
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In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
 

Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor Kenneth Frey 
920-213-6919 

kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Family Ministry  
Pastor Matthew Holtz 

920-733-9061 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Digital & Outreach  

Pastor Justin Shrum 
920-733-9061 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.cm 
 

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer 
920-725-0168 

djninmer@new.rr.com 
 

School Principal Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director Candace Schulz 
920-733-9061 

cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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