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A CHAMPION FOR THE DEFEATED 
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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

 

  

Welcome! 

 All worshipers are asked to complete the online Connection Card found on 

our website: www.stpaulappletonwi.com so we may have a record of your 

visit today. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 
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Feb. 26th & 27th, 2023 

A CHAMPION FOR THE DEFEATED  
Our modern English word “champion” comes from an old English word that meant “warrior.” 

In ancient times, when two armies gathered to fight, sometimes as a prelude to the battle—and 

sometimes in place of the battle—each army would pick a mighty solider, and these two men 

would fight each other. These elite warriors, these champions, would represent their people in 

battle. They would meet in the middle of the field. With everyone watching, they would fight to 

the death. Today we are reminded of an ancient war that began in Eden. The perfect peace and 

prosperity of Paradise was lost when a fallen angel convinced mankind to follow the demons 

in rebelling against their Creator. When Adam fell, he condemned the world to darkness and 

death. The enemy of God claimed that the children of men now belonged to him. God was 

having none of it. He promised he would send forth his champion, his Son. And so, today we 

see a battle of champions. The demons send forth their strongest warrior—Satan. God sends 

forth the best of men, Jesus Christ. Jesus does what Adam and we could not. In crushing the 

devil, Jesus meets one of our greatest needs.  

 

SERVICE:   The Service – Setting One, p. 154 

**Please feel free to join in singing with the musicians to all 

music as you feel comfortable.** 
 

Kindergarten & ECC Sing (10:30 service)                                  Jesus Loves Me 
1 Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain: 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 

2 Jesus loves me he who died heaven's gate to open wide. 
He will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. [Refrain] 

 

His Robes for Mine CW 568 
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 
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If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to 
face the devil’s temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or 
falter in his resolve to save the world from the prison of hell. Bolster 
our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle against the forces of 
evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Genesis 3:1–15 
God promised to send a champion who would do what we could not, defeating our 
greatest enemy. 
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You 
must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 4“You will not 
certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that 
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 6When the woman saw that the fruit of 
the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable 
for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of 
them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 
fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 8Then the man 
and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among 
the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where 
are you?” 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid 
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because I was naked; so I hid.” 11And he said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not 
to eat from?” 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she 
gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13Then the LORD God 
said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14So the LORD God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all 
livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you 
will eat dust all the days of your life. 15And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 
crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The LORD Almighty Is with Us Psalm 46A 

 

 

 
  
God is our ref- / uge and strength, 
    an ever-present help in / trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the / earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart / of the sea, 
though its waters / roar and foam 
    and the mountains quake with their / surging.   Refrain 
  
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- / y of God, 
    the holy place where the Most / High dwells. 
God is within her, she / will not fall; 
    God will help her at / break of day. 
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“Be still, and know that / I am God; 
    I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted / in the earth.” 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever.  / Amen.   Refrain 

Music: © 2021 Dale A. Witte, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Second Reading Romans 5:12–19 
Adam’s defeat meant death for all. Christ’s victory brings life for all. 
12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all 
sinned— 13To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, 
but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 
14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of 
Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did 
Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come. 15But the gift is not like the 
trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how 
much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the 
one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Nor can the gift of God 
be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed 
one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many 
trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one 
man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those 
who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 
18Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all 
people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all 
people. 19For just as through the disobedience of the one man the 
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one 
man the many will be made righteous. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:15 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Gospel & Sermon Text Matthew 4:1–11 
The champion of the demons and the champion of mankind do battle. Jesus Christ wins. 
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 
3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to become bread.”  4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man 
shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him 
stand on the highest point of the temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” 
he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “ ‘He will command his 
angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that 
you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7Jesus answered him, “It 
is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the 
devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give you,” he 
said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away 
from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.’” 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and 
attended him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated  
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By Faith                                                CW 868 sts. 1–3 

 

Children’s Message 
 

By Faith CW 868 sts. 4-5 

 

Sermon Pastor Kenneth Frey 
Jesus’ Battle for Us 

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
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His Mercy Is More CW 579 
 
Stand 

 

Prayer 
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 
believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Take Heart CW 829 
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Worship Notes 

                                  Preacher: Kenneth Frey 

                   Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz 

                       Organist: Stacey Kraus 

                                Musicians:  Stacy Shrum, Stacey Kraus, Jay 

Uhlenbrauck 

 

Service Team: 

   8:00 a.m. P. Abitz (Head Usher), J. Volhard, D. & V. 

Sheldon, J. & S. Dunsirn, AV: T. Luehring 

      10:30 a.m.  T. Blob (Head Usher), M./B./B. Blob, F. & B. Butch, 

C. Wilson, E. Dvorak, R. & J. Fischer, AV: R. 

Volhard 

   6:00 p.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), T. Falck, D. Olson, T. 

Falck, M. Spaude, M. Fay 

 

Greeters: 

8:00 a.m. J. & S. Gossens 

10:30 a.m. A. & J. Malueg 

  6:00 p.m. Volunteers Needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

12 

 
 
 
In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
 

Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor Kenneth Frey 
920-213-6919 

kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Family Ministry  
Pastor Matthew Holtz 

920-733-9061 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Digital & Outreach  

Pastor Justin Shrum 
920-733-9061 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.cm 
 

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer 
920-725-0168 

djninmer@new.rr.com 
 

School Principal Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director Candace Schulz 
920-733-9061 

cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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