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Wednesday, February 25th, 2026 

 
What’s He Worth to You? 
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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists 
to nurture believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word 
and Sacraments.  
 
  

Welcome! 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 
front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 
area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic 
devices. 

 Children’s Activity Bags are available in the narthex. Please return them 
to the ‘used’ bin after service. 
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IT IS FINISHED – WHAT’S HE WORTH TO YOU? 
 
 

 

Hymn                                                     Upon the Cross Extended  
CW 434 

 

Confession  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
  
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for personal reflection 
 

Confession 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our 
deeds, and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver and restore us, that we may rest 
in peace. 
  
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we 
are forgiven. Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when 
we shall serve him in newness of life. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn                                                    Christ Is the World’s Light  
CW 515 sts. 1–3 

 

Prayer 
Lord Jesus, we are shortsighted and focus only on this life. We try to 
make this earth our perfect home and become discontent when life 
goes better for the wicked than it does for us. Turn our eyes toward 
you, and help us to live each day with the confidence that heaven is 
our ultimate and perfect home, for there we will live with you and the 
Father and the Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn                                                      Jesus, I Will Ponder Now  
CW 420 st. 1 
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Reading Matthew 26:1–35 
 1When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his 
disciples, 2“As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son 
of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 
 3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the 
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4and they 
schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 5“But not during the 
festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.” 
 6While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7a 
woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, 
which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 
 8When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this 
waste?” they asked. 9“This perfume could have been sold at a high 
price and the money given to the poor.” 
 10Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this 
woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11The poor you will 
always have with you, but you will not always have me. 12When she 
poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 
13Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the 
world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 
 14Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the 
chief priests 15and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver 
him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 
16From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 
 17On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples 
came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations 
for you to eat the Passover?” 
 18He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The 
Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the 
Passover with my disciples at your house.’ ” 19So the disciples did as 
Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 
 20When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the 
Twelve. 21And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of 
you will betray me.” 
 22They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, 
“Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 
 23Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with 
me will betray me. 24The Son of Man will go just as it is written about 
him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be 
better for him if he had not been born.” 
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 25Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t 
mean me, Rabbi?” 
 Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 
 26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my body.” 
 27Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I 
tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until 
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
 30When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. 
 31Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on 
account of me, for it is written: 

“ ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
  and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 

32But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
 33Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 
 34“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the 
rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 
 35But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never 
disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Hymn                                 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  
CW 407 

 

Sermon Text Zechariah 11:7–13 
 7So I shepherded the flock marked for slaughter, particularly the 
oppressed of the flock. Then I took two staffs and called one Favor and 
the other Union, and I shepherded the flock. 8In one month I got rid of 
the three shepherds. 
 The flock detested me, and I grew weary of them 9and said, “I will 
not be your shepherd. Let the dying die, and the perishing perish. Let 
those who are left eat one another’s flesh.” 
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 10Then I took my staff called Favor and broke it, revoking the 
covenant I had made with all the nations. 11It was revoked on that day, 
and so the oppressed of the flock who were watching me knew it was 
the word of the LORD. 
 12I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep 
it.” So they paid me thirty pieces of silver. 
 13And the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the handsome 
price at which they valued me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and 
threw them to the potter at the house of the LORD. 

 
Sermon Pastor Rob Raasch 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer 
Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
listen to my cry. 
  
Keep me as the apple of your eye; 
hide me in the shadow of your wings. 
  
In righteousness I shall see you; 
when I awake, your presence will give me joy. 
  
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of 
this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of 
this fleeting world may rest in your eternal changelessness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin  
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn                                  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us  
CW 523 sts. 1–2 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

    Preacher: Rob Raasch 
    Presiding Minister: Matt Holtz 
    Accompanist: Stacey Kraus 
 
Service Teams: 
3:30 p.m.     Butch’s & LES students; AV: LES student 
6:00 p.m.       Team Blob; AV: Chad Woehler 
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In an age of anxiety we still believe that peace 
comes from Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still believe that the 
Bible is the word of God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe that Jesus 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of 
the virgin Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe that Jesus died 
on the cross to pay for the sins of the world, 
bringing complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe that God is 
at work in the sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe in one 
unchanging God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Whether you are a first time visitor or returning 
guest, we are delighted to share our worship 
with you.  Please come back and worship with 
us again. 
 
Scan the QR code below for access to the 
Church Center App. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 

 
Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor 
Matt Holtz 

970-576-1154 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Associate Pastor 

Justin Shrum 
920-512-4318 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor 
Philip Birner 
920-414-2040 

pmbirner@gmail.com 
 

School Principal  
Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director  
Candace Schulz 

920-733-9061 
cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Worship Broadcast at 9:00am on 

Sundays WOSH 1490 AM & 93.9 FM 
 
 

Videos of our services can be found 
on our YouTube page. 
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